THE | 
OBSERVER: 


BEING A COLLECTION OF © | 


MORAL, LITERARY AND FAMILIAR 


EF.8-8 4 Y S, 


— VL TORUM PROVIDVS® URBES 
ET MORES HOMINUM INSPEXIT — * (Hoxar, }1 


By RICHARD CUMBERLAND, EsQ 
EE NEIIIn er ememnmmmn 
THE FIFTH EDITION, NEWLY ARRANGED, 
TO WHICH IS ADDED, 


AN ENTIRE TRANSLATION OF THE 
COMEDY OF THE CLOUDS. 


IN SIX VOLUMES. 
V- QO- Ia: IV+- 


LONDON. 
Printed for C. D1tr y, in the Poultry, 


s 1.790. 


ee ee ee ere een 


— —— _—_ 


C-O-N:T-EN:; TI: 
OF THE 


FOURTH VOLUME. 


NUMBFR £29 
LXXXVIT, WW aire on the laſt day of the 
| year 1789. Short review of 

the remarkable events within the period of that 


year, with ſome elegiac lines applicable to: its 
* hiftory and character - - - IL 


 LXXXVIII, The hiſtory of Nicolas Pedroſa, 
and his eſcape from the inquiſition in Madrid 


8 

LXXXIX. The hiſtory of Nicolas Pedroſa con- 
tinued - RE Is 
XC. The hiſtory clade - -. 33 


XCI. A review of the preſent ſtate of ſociety in 
_ this country, as dependent upon laws, religion, 
manners, and arts, Ihe fame compared with | 
antecedent periods, and murmurs againſt the pre- 
ſent times reprehended and confuted TY * 
XCII. Letter from Poſthumous, complaining of a 
certain writer, who had publiſhed a collection of 
his memoirs and remarkable ſayings, with an 
account of his laſt will and teſtament ; alſo a - 
letter from H. B. to the author, offering to ſupply 
him with a colleCtion of witty ſayings, for rome | 
mous publication Ne fg - 56 


Vor. IV, ES XCUII, Kit 


— 


EET EC Coe _ 


CAATEN:T:S$; 

NUMBER 

XCIII. Kit Cracker, a great dealer in the mar- 
vellous, deſcribes himſelf and his adventures, in a 
letter to the Obſerver - -..;.;.06 

XCIV. Walter Wormwood, an envious defamer, 
gives his own hiſtory, in a letter to the Obſerver, 
Remarks ereupeny and a few lines on the paſſion 
of envy - a - BIN & | 

XCV. Letter from Simon Sapling, deſcribing his 
own character, the incidents that befel him on the 
death of his father, his marriages, and the cha- 
racters of both his wives, ers I 


| XCVL. On the topic of procraſtination, A letter 


from Tom "Tortoiſe, "The ſuppoled form of 2 | 
deed of conveyance, to be ſigned by 'Po-day, 
for mating over ſundry engagements to | its ſuc- 
ceilor 'T'o-morrow — - - 100. 
XCVII. Letter from Benevolus, giving an account 
of a damper. Alfo one f1gned Pro bono publico, 
deſcribing a club of dampers and puffers, with 
their invention of an inft;ument, called the ther- 
mometer of merit _ Ty nf." T2 E 
XCVIII. Letters from various correſpondents, par- 
ticularly from Gorgon, a ſelf-conceited painter of 
the deformed and terrible 4-4; #30 
XCIX. Diſcovery of a curious Greek fragment, 
deſcribing the paintings of Apelles, Parrhaſius, 
and 'Timantaes, taken from certain dramas of 
Aſehylus = = GE” - 129 
C Athenian viſion We a” - 137 


Cl. Athenian vition concluded wiemiy = 346 


CIL, Remarks 


[4 
LIED 


L- 4 - 
- 4 —_—— TS Rs p « p 
s, £ G9; IE < : P - *. : Y 
nay. 4 ., AS <A - Aa RR " Ga, oY » - 
A A « 4 > in} £ <. 7 I *," \ * ol Ln” 4 4 
P © s 4 > be 4 IE w EY A 4 
er GY 42 ASP 0 "> - nr A” 


COUNT EN: 1:0 


NUMBER 


CII. Remarks upon the preſent taſte for ating pri- 


vate plays. A ſhort poem annexed, founded 
upon refleQions reſulting from that ſubje&t 160 
CilI. Anecdotes of Jack Gayleſs = = 178 
CIV. Memoirs of a ſentimentaliſt, exemplified in 
the adventures of Sappho and Muſtdorus 191 


CV. Concluſion of the above = - 205 
CVLI. Obſervations on the Pet addreſſed to the 
ladies - - al $5 


CVI. The charaQer of a Aatterer pourtrayed in 
the adventures of Billy Simper =: ..* - 40 
CV The adventures of Billy Simper concluded, 


and the flatterer reformed - - 239 
CIX. Sketches of various charaCters | in a populous 
country town - - 252 


CX. Remarks upon anger. The charater of 


Tom Tinder delineated and contraſted with that 
of Major Manlove - - 204 
CXI. Upon the effets of jealouſy exemplified in 
the - occurrences that happened 1 in the family of 
Sir Paul Teſty = ODT 276 
CXI1I. The author's explanation of his motives in 


an addreſs to his readers upon the concluſion of 
this volume = - 291 


CXIII, 'The ſtory of Adelifa and PO" wag Con- 


cluſion of the work, with a ſhort addreſs from 
the author to his readers - -. 300 


: 
* 


OBSERVE R: 


No. LXXXVII. 
Jam te premit 10x. HoraAT. 


am fitting down to begin the taſk of 
= adding a new volume to theſe effays, when 
the laſt day of the year 1789 is within a 
few hours of its concluſion, and I ſhall bid 
farewell to this eventful period with a grate- 
ful mind for its having patſed lightly over 
my head without any extraordinary pertur- 
bation or misfortune on my part ſuffered, 
gently leading me towards that deſtined and 
not far diſtant hour, when I, like it, thall be 
no more. 

I have accompanied it through all thoſe | 
changes and ſucceſſions of ſeaſons, which in 
our climate are ſo ſtrongly diſcriminated ; 

Vor.1V. B - have 
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have ſhared in the pleaſures and productions 
of each, and if any little idle jars or bickerings 
may occaſionally.have ſtarted up betwixt us, 
as will ſometimes happen to the beſt of 
friends, I willingly confign them to oblivion, 
and keep in mind only thoſe kind and good 
othces, which will pleaſe on refle&ion, and 
ſerve to endear the memory of the deceaſed. 

All days in twelve months will not be days 
of ſunſhine ; but I will fay this for my friend 
in his laſt moments, that I cannot put my 
finger upon one in the ſame century, that 
hath given birth to more intereſting events, 
been a warmer advocate for the liberties 
and rights of mankind in general, or a kinder 
patron to this country in particular: I could 
name a day (if there was any need to point 
out what is ſo ſtrongly imprefſed on our 
hearts) a day of gratulation and thankſgiv- 
ing which will ever ſtand forth amongſt the 
 whateſt 1n our calendar. | 


Hic dies vere mihi feftus atras 
Eximet curas : ego.nec tumultum, 
Nec mori per vim metuam, tenente 
| Cz/are terras. - Hograr. 


« This 
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6 This is indeed a feſtal day, 

& A day that heals my cares and pains, 
« Drives death and-danger far away, 

& And tells me—Czſar lives and reigns,” 


Though my friend in his laft moments hath 
in this and other inſtances been ſo conſiderate 
of our happineſs, I am afraid he 15 not likely 
to leave our morals much better than he 
found them : I cannot fay that in the courſe 
of my duty as an Obſerver any very ſtriking 
inſtance of amendment hath come under 
my notice; and though I have all the dil- 
poſition 1n life to ſpeak as favourably in my 
friend's behalf as truth will let me, I am 
bound to- confeſs he was not apt to think 
ſo ſeriouſly of his latter end as I could have 
wiſhed ; there was a levity in his conduct, 
which h2 took no pains to conceal ; he did 
not ſeem to refle& upon the lapſe of time, 
how ſpeedily his fpring, ſummer, and autumn 
| would paſs away, and the winter of his days 
_ come upon him; like Yo/ſey he was not 
aware how ſoon the froft, the killing frof 
would nip his root: he was however a 
gay convivial fellow, loved his bottle 
and his friend, paſſed his time peaccably 
amongſt us, and certainly merits: the good 
B 2. . word 
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word of every loyal RNS 4 in this king- 


dom. 
As for his proceedings | in other countries, 


1t 1s not here the reader muſt look for an. 


account of them ; politics have no place in 
theſe volumes; but it cannot be denied 
that he has made many widows and orphans 
in Europe, been an active agent for the 
court of death, and dipped his hands deep 
in Chriſtian and Mahometan blood. By 
the friends of freedom he will be celebrated 
to the lateſt time. He has begun a buſineſs, 


which if followed up by his ſucceſſor with 


equal zeal, leſs ferocity and more difcretion, 
may lead to wonderful revolutions ; there 


are indeed ſome inſtances of cruelty, which 
bear hard upon his character ; 1f ſeparately - 


viewed, they admit of no palliation; in a ge- 


neral light allowances may bes made for that 
phrenſy, which ſeizes the mind, when im- 


pelled to great and arduous undertakings ; 
when the wound 1s gangrened the inciſion, 


muſt be deep, and if that 1s to be done by 


. coarſe inſtruments and unſkilful hands, who 


__ can wonder if the gaſh more reſembles the - 
Rab of an aſſaſſin than the operation of a 


ſurgeon? An era 1s now open, awful, 1n- 
tereſning 
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tereſting and ſo, involved in myſtery, that 
the acuteſt ſpeculation cannot penetrate to 
the iſſue of it ; In ſhort, my friend in his laſt 
moments hath put a vaſt machine in motion, 
and left a taſk to futurity, that will demand 
| the ſtrongeſt hands and ableſt heads to com- 
* pleat: in the mean time I ſhall hope that 
* my countrymen, who have all thoſe bleſ- 
ſings by inheritance, which lels-favoured na- 
tions are now ſtruggling to obtain by force, 
will fo uſe their liberty, that the reſt of the 
world, who are not ſo happy, may think it an 
obje& worth contending for, and quote our 
peace and our proſperity as the beſt proofs 
exiſting of its real value. 

Whilſt my thoughts have been thus em- 
ployed in refleging upon the laſt day of an 
ever-memorable year, I have compoſed a few 
elegiac lines tobe throwninto thegrave,which 
time is now opening to receive his reliques. 
*© The year's gay verdure, all its charms are gone, 

* And now comes old December chill and drear, 
** Dragging a darkling length of evening on, 
* Whilſt all things droop, as Nature's death were near, 


+ Time flies amain with broad-expanded wings, 
+ Whence never yet a ſingle feather fell, 
* But holds his ſpeed, and through the welkin rings 
« Of all that breathe the inexorable knell, _ 
B 3 « Oh! 
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«© Oh! for a moment ſtop—a moment's ſpace 

* For recolle&tion mercy might concede, 

« Alittle paufe for man's unthinking race 

* To ponder on that world, to which they ſpeed. 


& But *tis in vain; old Time diſdains to reſt, 
« And moment after moment flits along, 

** Each with a ſting to pierce the 1dler's breaſt, 
* And vindicate its predeceſſor's wrong. 


w 


« Though the new-dawning year in its advance 

* With hope's gay promiſe may entrap the mind, 

** Let memory give one retroſpective glance 

« "Through the bright period, which it leaves behind. - 


« Era of mercies! my wrapt boſom ſprings 

©. 'To meet the tranſport recolle&ion gives : 

i Heaven's angel comes with healing on his wings; 
* He ſhakes his plumes, my country's father lives. 


* The joyful tidings o'er the diſtant round 

* Of Britain's empire the four winds proclaim, 

*« Htr fin-burnt iſlands ſwell the exulting ſound, 
& And fartheſt Ganges echoes George's name. 


« Period of bliſs! can any Britiſh muſe 

« Bid thee farewell without a parting tear? 
« Shall the hiſtorians's gratitude refuſe 

« His brighteit page to this recorded year? 


© Thou Freedom's nurſing mother ſhall be ſtil'd, 
« The glories of its birth are all thine own, 
« Upon thy breaſts hung the Herculean child, 
« And tyrants trembled at its baby frown. 
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« A ſanguine mantle the dread infant wore, 
&« Before it roll'd a ſtream of human blood ; 
« Smiling it ſtood, and, pointing to the ſhore, 
&« Beckon'd the nations from acroſs the flood, 


«© Then at that awful fight, as with a ſpell, 

&« The everlaſting doors of death gave way, 

« Prone to the duſt Oppreflion's fortreſs fell, 
& And reſcu'd captives haild the light of day. 


&« Meanwhile Ambition chac'd its fairy prize 

« With moonſtruck madneſs down the Danube's ſtream, 
6& 'The Turkiſh creſcent glittering in its eyes, 

« And loſt an empire to purſue a dream, 


« The trampled ſerpent (Superſtition) wreath'd 
&« Her feſt'ring ſeales with anguiſh to and fro, 
« Torpid ſhe lay, then darting forward ſheath'd 
« Her deadly fangs in the unguarded foe. 


« Oh Auſtria! why ſo prompt to venture forth, 

« When fate now hurries thee to life's laſt goal ? 

&« Thee too, thou crowned eagle of the north, 

« Death's dart arreſts, though tow'ring to the pole. 


« Down then, Ambition ; drop into the grave! 
« And by thy follies be this maxim ſhewn— 

« Tis not the monarch's glory to enſlave 

« His neighbour's empire, but to bleſs his own. 


« 


+ Come then, ſweet Peace! in Britain fix thy reign, 
« Bid Plenty ſmile, and Commerce croud her coaſt ; 
& And may this ever bleſſed year remain 

& Her king's, her people's, and her muſe's boaſt. 


B 4 
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x No. LXXXVIII.. 


who followed the trades of ſhaver, ſur- 
geon and man-midwife in the town of Ma- 
drid, mounted his mule at the door of his 
ſhop in the Plazuela de los AﬀMigidos, and 


- Puſhed through the gate of San Bernardino, 


being called to a patient in the neighbouring 
village of Foncarral, upon a preſſing occa- 
fion. Every body knows that the ladies in 


Spain 1n certain caſes do not give long warn-. 


ing to practitioners of a certain deſcription, 


and no body knew it better than Nicolas, 


who was reſolved not to loſe an inch of his 
way, nor of his mule's beft ſpeed by the 


way, if cudgelling could beat , it out of 


her. It was plain to Nicolas's convic- 
tion as plain could be, that his road laid 
ftrait forward to the little convent in front ; 
the mule was of opinion, that the turning on 
the left down the hill towards the Prado 
was the road of all roads moſt famuliar and 
agreeable to herſelf, and according}y began 


to diſpute the point of topography with 


Nicolas by fixing her fore feet reſolutely in 
ths 


10928 PEDROSA, a buſy little being, 
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the ground, dipping her head at the ſame 
time between them, and launching heels and 
crupper furiouſly into the air in the way of 
argument. Little Pedroſa, who was armed 

' at heel with one maſly filver ſpur of ſtout, 
L * though antient, workmanſhip, reſolutely 
* applied the ruſty rowel to the ſhoulder of 
his beaft, driving it with all the good will in 
the world to the very butt, and at the ſame 
time adroitly tucking his blue cloth capa 
under his right arm, and flinging the ſkirt 
over the left ſhoulder en cavalier, began to lay 
about him with a ſtout aſhen fapling upon 
the ears, pole and cheeks of the recreant 
mule. The fire now flaſhed from a pair of 
Andalufian eyes, as black as charcoal and not 
les inflammable, and taking the ſegara front 
his mouth, with which he had vainly hoped 
to have regaled his noſtrils in a ſharp winter's 
evening by the way, raiſed ſuch a thunder- 
ing troop of angels, ſaints and martyrs, from 
St. Michael downwards, not forgetting his 
own nameſake Saint Nicolas de Tolentino 
by the way, that if curſes could have 
made the mule to go, the diſpute would 
haye been ſoon ended, but not a faint 
could make her ſtir any other ways than 
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upwards and downwards at a ſtand. A. 


ſmall troop of mendicant friars were at this 


moment conducting the hoſt to a dying 


man.—* Nicolas Pedrofa,” ſays an old 
friar, © be patient with your beaſt and ſpare . 


_< your blaſphemies; remember Balaam.” 


—* Ah father,” replied Pedroſa, © Balaam 


<« cudgelled his beaſt till ſhe ſpoke, fo will I 


<« mine till ſhe roars.” —< Fie, fie, prophane 


39 


*« fellow,” cries another of the fraternity. 
* Go about your work, friend,” quoth Ni- 
colas, * and let me go about mine ; I war- 
« rant 1t 18 the more preſſing of the two ; 
* your patient 1s going out of the world, 
« mine 1s coming into it.” —< Hear him,” 
cries a third, © hear the vile wretch, how 
« he blaſphemes the body of God.” —And 
then the troop paſt ſlowly on to the tink- 
ling of the bell. * 

A man muſt know Cs of a. mule's $ 
ears who does not know what a paſſion they 
have for the tinkling of a bell, and no 
ſooner had the jingling cords vibrated in the 


{ympathetic organs of Pedrofa's beaſt, than 
boulting forward with a ſudden ſpring ſhe 


ran roaring into the throng of friars, tramp- 
ling on fome and ſhouldering others at a 
S By moſt 
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moſt prophane rate; when Nicolas avail- 
ing himſelf of the impetus, and perhaps not 
able to controul it, broke away and was 
out of fight in a moment. © All the devils 
« jn hell blow fire into thy tail, thou beaſt 
« of Babylon,” muttered Nicolas to himſelf 
as he ſcampered along, never once looking 
behind him or ſtopping to apologize for the 
miſchief he had done to the bare feet and 
ſhirtleſs ribs of the holy brotherhood. 
Whether Nicolas ſaved his diſtance, 45 
Eats if he did, whether it was a male 
_ or fercale Caſtilian he uſhered into the 
world, we will not juſt now enquire, con- 
tented to wait his return in the firſt of the 
morning next day, when he had no ſooner 
diſmounted at his ſhop and delivered. his 
mule to a ſturdy Arragonele wench, when 
Don Ignacio de Santos Aparicio,, alguazil 
mayor of the ſupreme and general inquiſition, 
| Put an order into his hand, figned and fſeal- 
ed by the inquiſidor general, for the convey- 
ing his body to the Caſa, whoſe formidable 
door preſents itſelf in the ſtreet adjoining to 
the ſquare in which Nicolas's brazen baſin 
hung forth the emblem of his trade. _ 
The poor little fellow, trembling 1 in every 
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joint, and with a face as yellow as ſaffron, 
dropt a knee to the altar, which fronts the 
_ entrance, and croſſed himſelf moſt devout- 
ly; as ſoon as he had- aſcended the firſt 
flight of ftairs, a porter- habited in black 
opened the tremendous barricade, and Ni- 


colas with horror heard the grating of the 


heavy bolts that ſhut him in. He was led 


| through paſſages and vaults and melan- 


choly cells, till he was delivered into the 
dungeon, where he was finally left to his ſo- 


litary meditations. Hapleſs being! what 
a ſcene of horror. —Nicolas felt all the ter- 


rors of his condition, but being an Anda- 
lufian, and like his countrymen of a lively 
xmagination, he began to turn over all the 
refources of his invention for ſome happy 
fetch, if any ſuch might occur, for helping 
hmm out of the diſmal limbo he was 1n : 
He was not Jong to ſeek for the cauſe of his 
. misfortune: his adventure with the bare- 
footed friars was a ready ſolution of all dif- 
ficulties of that nature, had there been any 


there was however another thing, which 


might have troubled a ſtouter heart than 
| Nicotas's—He was a Jew.—This of a cer- 


tain would have been a ſtaggering itemina 
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poor devil's confeſſion, but then it was a 
ſecret to all the world but Nicolas, and Ni1- 
colas's conſcience did not juft then urge 
him to reveal it: He now began to over- 
| haul the inventory of his pores rocans 
him, and with ſome fatisfaQtion counted three 
little medals of the Bleſſed Virgin, two 
 Agnus Delis, a Saint Nicolas de Tolentino 
and a formidable ftring of beads all pendant 
from his neck and within his ſhirt ; in his 
pockets he had a paper of dried figs, a 
ſmall bundle of ſegaras, a caſe of lancets, 
{quirt and forceps, and two old razors in a 
leathern envelope ; theſe he had delivered 
one by one to the alguazil, who firſt ar- 
reſted him,—* and let him make the moſt 
« of them,” faid he to himfelf, © they can 
_ * never prove me an Ifraclite by a caſe of 
« razors,''—Upon a cloſer rummage how- 
eyer he diſcovered in a ſecret pocket a let- 


\ 


ter, which the alguazil had overlooked, and 


which his patient Donna Leonora de Caſa- 
fonda had given him in charge to deliver 


as direted—* Well, well,” cried he, © let 


« it paſs; there can be no myſtery in this 
« harmleſs fcrawl ; a letter of advice to ſome 
« friend or relation, FI not break the ſeal; 


6 ©. ot 
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© let the fathers read it, if they like, *twill 
« prove the truth of my depoſition, and help 
« out my excuſe for the hurry of my errand, 
« and the unfortunate adventure of my | 
* damned refra&tory mule.” — And now no- 
ſooner had the recolle&ion of the wayward. 
mule crofſed the brain of poor Nicolas Pe- 
drofa, than he began to blaſt her at a furious 
rate, —* The ſcratches and the ſcab to boot 
« confound thy ſcurvy hide,” quoth he, 
« thou aſs-begotten baſtard, whom Noah 
* never let into his ark! The vengeance 
© take thee for an uncreated barren beaſt of 
* promiſcuous generation! What devil's 
* crotchet got into thy capricious noddle, 
<« that thou ſhouldſt fall in love with"that 
**« Nazaritiſh bell, and run bellowing like 
< Lucifer into the midfſt of thoſe barefooted 
«© vermin, who are more malicious and 
© more greedy than the locuſts of Egypt ? 
© Oh! that I had the art of Simon Magus 
* to conjure thee into, this dungeon in my 
« ſtead; but I warrant thou art chewing 
< thy barley ſtraw without any pity for thy 
« wretched maſter, whom thy jade's tricks 
«© have delivered bodily to the tormentors, 
«© to be {port of theſe uncircumciſed ſons of 
cc ** Dagon.. 
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« Dagon.” And now the cell door opened, 
when a ſavage figure entered, carrying a huge 
parcel of clanking fetters, with a collar of 
iron, which he put round the neck of poor 
Pedrofa, telling him with a truly diabolic 
grin, whilſt he was rivetting it on, that it was 
a proper cravat for the throat of a blal- 
phemer.— © Jeſu-Maria,” quoth Pedrofa, 
*« 1s all this fallen upon me for only cudgel- 
< ling a reſtive mule?” © Aye,” cried the 
demon, * and this 1s only a taſte of what 
_ * is to come,” at the ſame time ſlipping 
his pincers from the ſcrew he was forcing to 
the head, he caught a piece of fleſh in the 
forceps and wrenched it out of his cheek, 
laughing at poor Nicolas, whilſt he roared 
aloud with the pain, telling him it was a juſt 
reward for the torture he had put him to. 
awhile ago, when he tugged at a tooth, tall 
he broke it in his jaw. © Ah, for the love 
« of Heaven,” cried Pedroſa, © have more 
* pity on me ; for the ſake of Saint Nicolas 
« de Tolentino, my holy patron, be not ſo 
© unmerciful to a poor barber-ſurgeon, and 
* I will ſhave your worſhip's beard for no- 
« thing as long as I have life.” One of the 
meſtengers of the auditory now Came. in, 
and 


Fn” Em nts hee 
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and bade the fellow ſtrike off the priſoner's 


fetters, for that the holy fathers were in 
council and demanded him for examination. 


« This is ſomething extraordinary,” quoth 


the tormentor, © I ſhould not have expe&ed 
&« it this twelvemonth to come.” Pedroſa's 


fetters were ſtruck off; ſome brandy was ap- 


plied to ſtaunch the bleeding of his cheeks ; 


his hands and face were waſhed, and a ſhort 


jacket of coarſe ticking thrown over him, 
and the meſſenger with an aſffiſtant taking 


him each under an arm led him into a fpa- 
_ cious chamber, where at the head of a long 


table ſate his excellency the inquifidor ge- 
neral with fix of his affeffors, three on each 
fide the chair of ſtate : the alguazil mayor, 


a ſecretary and two notaries with other 
officers of the holy council were attending 


in their places. 
The priſoner was placed behind a bar at 


| the foot of the table between the meffengers 


who brought him in, and having made his 
obeiſance to the awful prefence in the moſt 


 ſupplicating manner, he was called upon ac- | 


cording to the ufual form of queſtions by one 
of the junior judges to declare his name, 


| parentage, profefſion, agc, place of abode, 
| | 4 and 
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* and to anſwer various interrogatories of the. 
E like trifling nature : His excellency the 1n- 
quifidor general now opened his reverend 
Itps, and in a ſolemn tone of voice, that pe- 
netrated to the heart of the poor trembling 
© priſoner, interrogated him as follows — | 
= *<« Nicolas Pedroſa, we have liſtened to 
, = * the accoupt you give of yourſelf, your bu- 
E7 « fineſs and conneCtions, now tell us for 
XZ *« what offence, or offences, you are here 
« ſtanding a priſoner before us : Examine 
« your own heart, and ſpeak the truth from 
_« your conſcience without prevarication or 
« diſguiſe.” © May it pleaſe your excel- 
« lency,” replied Pedroſa, «© with all due 
« {ubmruſſion to your holineſs and this re- 
« yerend aſſembly, | my moſt equitable 
« judges, I conceive I ſtand here before you 
« for no worſe a crime, than that of cudgel- 
« ling a refra&tory mule ; an animal fo reſ- 
& tive in 1ts nature, (under correC&tion of 
* your holineſs be it ſpoken) that although 
« ] were bleſt with the forbearance of holy 
« Job, (for ike him too TI am married and 
* my patience hath been exerciſed by a wife) 
© yet could F not forbear to ſmite my beaſt 
* for her obſtinacy, and the rather Dernuy I 
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« was ſummoned in the way of my profeſ-. 


« fton, as I have already made known to 
« your moſt merciful ears, upon a certain- 
* crying occaſion, which would not admit 
« of a moment's delay.” 

_ * Recolle& yourſelf, Nicolas,” ſaid his 
Excellency the inquiſidor general, © was 


«* there nothing elſe you did, ſave CS 


« your beaſt.” 
* I take ſaint Nicolas de Tolentino to- 
« witneſs,” replied he, © that I know of no 
<* other crime, for which I can be reſponſible 
* at this righteous tribunal, fave {miting 
« my unruly beaſt.” ; 
«© Take notice, brethren,” exclaimed the 


inquiſidor, © this unholy wretch holds tramp- 


« ling over friars to be no crime.” 
« Pardon me, holy father,” replied Nico-- 


6 las, I hold it for the worſt of crimes, and 


<« therefore willingly ſurrender my refractory 
© mule to be dealt with as you ee fit, and if 


« you impale her alive 1t will not be more 
« than ſhe deſerves.” ria nn 


« Your wits are too nimble: N icolas,” 
cried the judge ; © have a care they do. not 


< run away with your diſcretion : Recolle& 
* CC. the 


WE No. 38, THE OBSERVER, rg 
W < the blaſphemues you uttered 1n the hearing 
WT < of thoſe pious people.” | 
= < I humbly pray your excellency,” an- 
= ſwered the priſoner, © to recolle& that 
.£ anger is a ſhort madneſs, and I hope al- 
« lowances will be made by your holy coun- 
* < cil for words ſpoke in haſte to a rebellious 
7 < mule: The prophet Balaam was thrown 
I 'y « off his guard with a ſimple aſs, and what 
X < is an aſs compared to a mule : If your 
7 © excellency had ſeen the lovely creature 
7 < that was ſcreaming in an agony till I came 
© © to her relief, and how fine a boy I uſhered 
* into the world, which would have been 
« loſt but for my aſſiſtance, I am ſure I 
3X < ſhould not be condemned for a few haſty 

VB  « words ſpoke 1 1N paſhon.”* | 
E. « Sirrah !” cried one ot the puiſny Ae ag 

* reſpect the decency of the court.” | 

* Produce the conteats of this fellow's 
« pockets before the court,” ſaid the prefi- 
dent, © lay them on the table.” 

« Monſter,” reſumed the aforeſaid puiſny 
judge, taking up the forceps, © what is the 
< ule of this diabolical machine ?” 

* Pleaſe your reverence,” replied Pedroſa, 
« aptum eft ad extrahendos fetus,” —* Unna- 
: CC tural 


A 
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* tural wretch,” again exclaimed the judege, 
*« you have murdered the mother.” : 
« The mother of God forbid,” exclaimed 
Pedroſa, © I believe I have a proof in my 
* pocket, that will acquit me of that 
« charge;” and ſo ſaying, he tendered the 
letter we have before made mention of : 


"The ſecretary took it, and by command of 


the court read as follows : 


Senor. Don Manuel de Herrera, 

When this letter, which" I ſend by Nicolas 
Pedroſa, fhall reach your hands, you ſhall know 
that I am fafely delivered of a lovely boy after 
a dangerous labour, in conſideration of which I 


| pray you to pay to the ſaid Nicolas Pedroſa the 


ſum of twenty gold prftoles, which ſum his ex- 
cellency 

_ « Hold,” cried the inquifidor <a, | 
ſtarting haſtily from his ſeat, and ſnatching 
away the letter, © there is more in this than 
« meets the eye: Break up the court ; 1 
* muſt take an examination of this priſoner 
« in private.” 
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A* ſoon as the room was cleared, the inqui- 
ſidor general beckoning to the priſoner 
to follow him, retired into a private cloſet, 
where throwing himſelf carelefsly in an arm 
chair, he turned a gracious countenance 
XZ upon the poor affrighted accoucheur, and 
&* bidding him fit down upon a low ſtool by - 
& his ſide, thus accoſted him :— Take heart, 
« ſenor -Pedroſa, your impriſonment 1s- nat 
« Hkely to be very tedious, for I have a 
«* commiſhon .you muſt execute without 
« Joſs of time : you -have too much conſi- 
* deration for yourſelf to betray a truſt, the 
« yiolation of which muſt involve you in in- 
« evitable ruin, and can in no degree attaint 
« my character, which is far enough beyond 
* the reach of malice : Be attentive therefore 
 * to my orders; execute them punctually, : 
<«< and keep my ſecret as you tender your 
« own life: Doſt thou know the name and 
« condition of the lady, whom thou haſt de- 
<« hvered ?”* Nicolas aſſured him he did not, 
and his excellency proceeded as follows — 
« Then I tell thee, Nicolas, it is the illuſ- 
.9 | MW trious 
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< the South Seas; now, though meaſures 
* have been taken for detaining him at the 


« ſenfible Donna Leonora's ſituation is 


« fineſs to take the ſpeedieſt meaſures for he1 
_ © recovery, but as it ſeems ſhe has had a 


« than common are adminiſtered : Art thou 


< nature to its proper ſtate in all decent 


| fidor ; © What telleſt thou me of thy ſwath- 
« ings and ſwadlings? quick work muſt 
So be wrought by quick medicines : Haſt 
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« trious Donna Leonora de Caſafonda : her 
* huſband 1s the preſident. of Quito, and 
* daily expected with the next arrivals from 


* port, wherever he ſhall land, till he ſhall 
< receive further orders, yet you muſt be 


«* ſomewhat delicate : It will be your bu- 


« dangerous and painful labour, this may be 
*« a work of more time than could be wiſhed, 
« unleſs ſome medicines more efficacious 


* acquainted with any ſuch, friend Nicolas?” 
——* So pleaſe your excellency,” quoth Nico- 
las, © my procefles have been tolerably ſuc- 
« ceſsful; I have bandages and cataplaſms 
« with oils and conſerves, that I have no FE 
« cauſe to complain of : they will reſtore | Fi 


« time.” —<© Thou talkeſt like a fool, friend 
« Nicolas,” interrupting him, ſaid the 1 1nqui- 


&« thou 
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« thou none ſuch in thy botica ? T'll anſwer 
« for it thou haſt not ; therefore look you, 
« firrah, here is a little vial compounded by 
« a famous chymiſt ; ſee that you mix 1t 1n 
« the next apozem you adminiſter to Donna 
XZ '< Leonora; it is the moſt capital fedative in 
XZ © nature; give her the whole of it, and let her 
X © huſband return when he will, depend upon 
XX * it he will make no diſcoveries from her.” 
Z —< Humph!” quoth Nicolas within him- 
ſelf, * Well ſaid, inquiſidor !”” He took the 
vial with all poſſible reſpe&, and was not 
wanting in profeſſions of the moſt inviolable 
fidelity and ſecrecy—* No more words, 
« friend Nicolas,” quoth the inquifidor, 
XZ © upon that ſcore; I do not believe thee 
= | © one jot the more for all thy promiſes ; my 
XX © dependance is upon thy fears and not thy 
T7 < faith; I fancy thou haſt ſeen enough of 
XX © this place not to be willing to return to it 
<« once for all.” —Having ſo ſaid, he rang a 
bell, and ordered Nicolas to be forthwith 1i- 
berated, bidding the meſſenger return his 
clothes inſtantly to him with all that be- 
longed to him, and having ſlipped a purſe 
1nto his hand well filled with doubloons, he 
Dade him begone about his buſinels, and not 
| lee 
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ſee his face again till he had executed his 
commands. 

Nicolas boulted out of the porch without 
taking leave of the altar, and never checked 
his ſpeed till he found himſelf fairly houſed 
under ſhelter of his own beloved braſs baſin. 
—* Aha!” quoth Nicolas, © my lord in- 
* quiſidor, I fee the king is not likely to 
\* pain a ſubje& more by. your Intrigues : 
« A pretty job you have ſet me about; and 
« « ſo, when I have put the poor lady to reſt 
* with your damned ſedative, my tongue 
* muſt be ſtopt next toprevent its blabbing: 
 « But I'll ſhow you I was not born in An- 
_ « dalufia for nothing.” Nicolas now opened 
a ſecret drawer and took out a few pieces 
of money, which in fa& was his whole ſtock 
of caſh in the world ; he loaded and primed 
his piſtols, and carefully lodged them in the 
houſers of his ſaddle, he buckled to his fide 
his truſty ſpada, and baſtened to capariſon 
his mule. © Ah, thou imp of the old one,” 
quoth he as he entered the ſtable, © art not 


« aſhamed to look me in the face ? But 
* come, bufley, thou oweſt me a good turn 


* methinks, fland by me this once, and be 
« friends for ever | thou art in good caſe, 
I ."* and 


We No. 49. THE OBSERVER == 
E < and if thou wilt put thy beſt foot fore» 
BW < moſt, like a faithful beaſt, thou ſhalt not 
XZ < want for barley by the way.” The bargain 
was ſoon ſtruck between Nicolas and his 
mule, he mounted her in the happy mo- 
ment, and pointing his courſe towards the 


Ae 4 ova 


—_ EEE. SOYA. bien _- 
i CCR dE wy 
7 b » \ Joo ES, Y $4, - ET. 
EIS,” > L » EGS CES TIN CO NS - Jin 

4 ki we \ EW Sc. 35 74 4 
" tA 1-* I . \ p F* 
ſ F , 
_ WIR & v 


CECD * i 


XX bridge of Toledo, which proudly ſtrides with 
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& half a dozen lofty arches over a ſtream 
& ſcarce three feet wide, he found himſelf as 
= completely in a deſart in half a mile's riding, 
TX as if he had been dropt in the center of Ara- 
XX bia petrza. As Nicolas's journey was not. 
XX a tour of curioſity, he did not amuſe him- 
"XE elf with a peep at Toleda, or Talavera, or 
#7 | even Merida by the way ; for the ſame rea- 
* ſon he took a circumbendibus round the 
2X frontier town of Badajoz, and croſling a lit- 
8 tle brook refreſhed his mule with the laſt 
XX draught of Spaniſh water, and inſtantly con- 
XX gratulated himſelf upon entering the terri- 
XX tory of Portugal. © Brava !” quoth he, pat- 
WE ting the neck of his mule, © thou ſhalt have 
= < a ſupper this night of the beſt fieve-meat 
IT < that Eftramadura can furniſh : We are 
IX © now in a country where the ſcattered 
IT < flock of-Iſracl fold thick and fare well.” 
Vor. IV. c He 
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He now began to chaunt the ſong of Solo- 


mon, and. gently ambled on in the joy of 
kis heart... 

When Nicolas at length reached the city 
of Liſbon, he hugged himſelf in his good 
fortune ; ſtill he recolle&ed that the inqui- 


ſition has long arms, and he wasyet 1n a place 


of no perfe& ſecurity. Our adventurer had 
in early life ated as aſſiſtant ſurgeon in a 
Spaniſh frigate bound to Buenos Ayres, and 


being captured by a Britiſh man of war, and 


carried into Jamaica, had very quietly paſſed 
ſome years in that place as journeyman apo- 
thecary, in which time he had acquired a to- 
lerable acquaintance with the: Engliſh lan- 
guage : No ſooner then did he diſcover the 
Britiſh enſign flying on the poop of an 
Engliſh frigate then lying in the Tagus, than 
| he eagerly caught the opportunity of paying 
a viſit to the ſurgeon, and finding he was in 
want of a mate, offered himſelf, and was en- 
tered in that capacity for a cruize againſt 
the French and Spaniards, with whom Great 
Britain was then at war. ' In this ſecure aſy- 
Jum Nicolas enjoyed the firſt happy mo- 
ments he had experienced for a long time 
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paſt, and being a lively good-bumoured lit- 
tle fellow, and one that touched the guitar 
and ſung ſequidillas with a tolerable grace, 
he ſpon recommended himſelf to his ſhip- 
mates, and grew in favour with every body 
on board from the captain to the cook's 
mate. 

When they were out upon their cruiſe 
hovering on the Spaniſh coaſt, it occurred 
to Nicolas that the inquiſidor general at Ma- 
drid had told him of the expected arrival of 
the preſident of Quito, and having imparted 
this to one of the lieutenants, he reported it 
to the captain, and as the intelligence ſeemed 
of importance, he availed himſelf of it by 
hawling into the track of the homeward- 
bound galleons, and great was the joy, when 
at the break of the morning the man at the 
maſt-head announced a ſquare rigged veſſel 
in view : The ardor of a chace now ſet all 
hands at work, and a few hours brought 
them near enough to diſcern that ſhe was a 
Spaniſh frigate, and ſeemingly from a long . 
voyage : Little Pedroſa, as alert as the reſt, 
{tript himſelf for his work, and repaired to 
Tis poſt in the cock-pit, whilft the thunder 
of the guns rolled inceffantly overhead ; three 
ES »2 cheers 
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cheers from the whole crew at length an- 
nounced the moment of victory, and a few 
more minutes aſcertained the good news 
that the prize was a frigate richly laden from 
the South Seas, with the governor of Quito 
and his ſuite on board. 

Pedroſa was now called upon deck, and 


fent on board the prize as interpreter to the 
firſt heutenant, who was to take poſſeſſion 


of her. He found every thing in confuſion, 
a deck covered with the ſlain, and the whole 
crew 1n conſternation at an event they were 


in no degree prepared for, not having re- 


ceived any intimation of a war. He found 
the officers in general, and the paſſen- 
_ gers without exception, under the moſt 
horrid impreſſions of the Engliſh, and ex- 
pefting to be plundered, and perhaps but- 
chered without mercy. Don Manuel de 
Caſafonda the governor, whoſe countenance 
beſpoke a conſtitution far gone in a decline, 
had thrown himſelf on a ſopha in the laft 
ftate of deſpair, and given way to an effuſion 


of tears; when the heutenant entered the 


| cabin he roſe trembling from his couch, and 
with the moſt ſupplicating ation preſented 
to him his ſword, and with it a caſket 

| which 
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which he carried in his other hand; as he 
tendered theſe ſpoils to his conqueror, whe- 
ther through weakneſs or of his own will, he 
made a motion of bending his knee: the of 
nerous Briton, ſhocked at the unmanly over- 
ture, caught him ſuddenly with both hands; 
and turning to Pedroſa, faid atoud—< Con- 
« vince this gentleman he 1s fallen into the 
_  handsof an honourable enemy.” —* Is it 
« poſſible !”* cried Don Manuel, and lifting 
up his ftreaming eyes to the countenance- 
of the Britiſh officer, ſaw humanity, valour,. 
and generous pity ſo ſtrongly charaQered in 
his youthful features, that the conviction 
_ was rwreſiſtible; * Will he-not accept my 
* ſword ?” cried the Spaniard. © He deſires 
_ & you to wear it, till he has the honour of 
< preſenting you tohis captain.” —* Ah then 
* he has a captain,” exclaimed Don Ma- 
nuel, © his ſuperior will be of another way of 
« thinking ; tell him this caſket contains my 
« jewels; they are valuable; let him pre- 
«* ſent them as a lawful prize, which will 
enrich the captor ; bis ſuperior will not 
© heſitate to take them from me.” — If 
* they are your excellency's private pro- 
«© petty,” replied Pedroſa, © I am ordered 
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© to affure you, that if your ſhip was load- 


* ed with jewels, no Britiſh officer, in the 
* ſervice of his king, will take them at your 
® hands; the ſhip and effects of his Catho- 
« lic Majeſty are the only prize of the cap- 
« tors; the perſonals of the paſſengers are. 
«* inviolate.”-—* Generous nation !'” ex+ 
claimed Don Manuel, © how greatly have 
* I wronged thee !''—The boats of the Bri- 
th frigate now came alongſide, and part of 
the crew were ſhifted out of the prize, taking 
their clothes and trunks along with them, 
in which they were very cordially aſſiſted by 


' their conquerors. The barge ſoon after 
came aboard with an officer im the ſtern- 


ſheets, and the crew in their white {hurts 
and velvet. caps, to eſcort the governor and 


_ the ſhip's captain on board the frigate, which 


lay with her fails to the maſt awaiting; their 


arrival; the accommodation ladder was 


ſlung over the fide, and manned for the pri- 
ſoners, who were received on the gang-way 


by the ſecond lieutenant, whilſt perfect 
filence and the ſtricteſt diſcipline reigned-1n 


the ſhip, where all were under the decks, and 
no inquiſitive curious eyes were ſuffered to 
wound the feelings of the conquered even 

with 
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with a glance; in the door of his cabin ſtood 

the captain, who received them with that ino- 
deſt complaiſance, which does not revolt the 
unfortunate by an overſtrainedpolitencts; he 
was a man of high birth and elegant man- 
ners, with a heart as beneyolent as it was 
brave : Such an addreſs, {et off with a perion 
finely formed and perfectly engaging, could 
not fail to impreſs the priſoners with the 
moſt favourable ideas; and as Don Manuel 
ſpoke French fluently, he could converſe 
with the Britiſh captain without the help of 
an interpreter : As he expreſſed an impa- 
tient defire of being admitted to his parole, 
that be mic:t reviſit friends and connections, 
from which he had been long tcparated, he 
was overjoyed to hear that the Engliſh ſhip 
would carry her prize into Litbon ; and that 
he would be there ſet on ſhore, and permit- 
ted to make the beſt of his way from thence 
to Madrid ; he talked of his wife with all 
the ardor of the moſt impaſſioned lover, and 


X apologized for his tears, by imputing them 


to the agony of his mind, and the infirmity 
of his health, under the dread of being longer 
ſeparated from an obje& ſo dear to his heart, 
and on whom he doated with the fondeſt 
C4 affection. 
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affection. The generous captor indulged 


tim in theſe converſations, and, being a 


huſband himſclf, knew how to allow for all 
the tenderneſs of his ſenſations. © Ah, fir,” 
cried Don Manuel, © would to Heaven it 
« were in my power to have the honour of 
<« prelenting my beloved Leonora to you 
«* on our landing at Liſbon—Perhaps,” 
added he, turning to Pedroſa, who at that 


moment entered the cabin, * this gentle- 


« man, whom I take:to be a Spaniard, may 


* have heard the name of Donna Leonora de 


« Caſafonda ; if he has been at Madrid, it 
« is poſſible he may have ſeen her; ſhould 
«* that be the cafe, he can teſtify to her 
« external charms; I alone can witneſs to 


« the exquiſite perfe&ion of her mind.” 


—« Senor Don Manue],” replied Pedroſa, 


« ] have ſeen Donna Leonora, and your 


*« excellency is warranted in all you can ſay 
« in her praiſe; ſhe is of incomparable 
« beauty.” Theſe words threw the uxo- 
rious Spaniard into raptures; his eyes 
fparkled with delight ; the blood ruſhed 
into his emaciated cheeks, and every fea- 


_ ture glowed with unutterable joy : He prel- 


led Pedroſa with a TIRE of rapid enqui- 
ries, 
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ries, all which he evaded by pleading 1gno- 
rance, ſaying, that he had' only had a caſual 
glance of her, as ſhe paſſed along the Par- 
do. The embarraſſment however which 
accompanied. theſe anſwers, did not eſcape 
the Engliſh captain, who ſhortly after 
drawing Pedrofa afide into the ſurgeon's ca- 
bin, was by him made acquainted with the. 
melancho}y ſituation- of that unfortunate 
tady, and every- particular of the ſtory as: 
before: related'; nay the-very vial was pro-- 
duced with it's contents, as put into the 
tiands of Pedroſa by the 1nquifidor. 


No. XC.. 


6H © (an there be- ſuch villainy in man?”” 
1] cried the Britiſh' captain, when Pe-- 
XX drofa had'concluded his detail: © Alas! my 
XX © heart' bleeds for this uabappy huſband : 

T5 © affuredly that monſter has deſtroyed Leo- 
x7 © nora: as for. thee, Pedroſa, whilſt the. 
XX © Britith: flag flies over thy head, neither | 
XX © Spain, nor Portugal, nor Inquiſitors, nor 
h, aavvile ſhall annoy thee under it's protec-. 

C's "48 * tions; L 
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« tion; but if thou ever ventureſt over the. 
« fide of this ſhip, and raſhly ſetteſt one foot 
« upon Catholic ſoil, when we arrive at 
« Liſbon, thou art a loſt man.”—< I were 
| «* worſe than a madman,” replied Nicolas, 
.- « ſhould I attempt it.” —< Keep cloſe in 
<* this aſylum then,” reſumed the captain, 
< and fear nothing: Had it been our fate 
| «* to have been captured by the Spaniard, 
| * what would have become of thee ?*''— 
| * In the worſt of extremities,” replied 
| Nicolas, © I ſhould have applied to the in- 
| * quiſidor's vial ; but I confeſs I had no fears 
| « of that ſort ; a ſhip ſo commanded and 
_ * ſo manned1s in little danger of being car- 
«* ried into a Spaniſh port.” —©< I hope. 
= * not,” ſaid the captain, * and I promiſe 
| «* thee thou ſhalt take thy chance 1n her, ſo 
| * long as ſhe is afloat under my command, 
* and if we live to conduCt her to England, 
«* thou ſhalt have thy proper ſhare of prize 
* money, which, if the galleon. breaks up 
* according to her entries, will be ſome- 
* thing towards enabling thee to ſhift, and 
«* if thou art as diligent in thy duty, as I 
.« am perſuaded thou wilt be, whilſt I hve 
*« thou ſhalt never want a ſeaman's friend.” 
Þ —At 
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—At theſe chearing words, little Nicolas 
threw himſelf at the feet of his generous 
preſeryer, and with ſtreaming eyes poured 
out his thanks from a heart animated with - 
joy and gratitude.The captain raifing him 
by the hand, forbade him, as he prized his 
friendſhip, ever to addreſs him in that poſ- 
ture any more : © Thank me, if you will,” 
added he, © but thank me as one man 
* ſhould another ; let no Knees bend in this 
*« ſhip but to the name of God.—But now,” 
continued he, © let us turn our thoughts to 
* the ſituation of our unhappy Caſafonda ; 
* we are now drawing, near to Liſbon, where 
* he will look to be liberated on his parole.” 
«* By no means let him venture into Spain,” 
ſaid Pedroſa; © I am well affured there are 


< orders to arreſt. hum in;every port or fron- 


« tter town, where he may preſent him- 


<« ſelf,” —© I can well believe it,” replied 


the captain 3 ©* his piteous caſe will require 

« further deliberation ; in the mean; time let 
** nothing tranſpire on your part, and keep 

« yourſelf out of his ſight. as carefully as 

* you can.” —This ſaid, the captain left the 


_ cabin, and: both parties repaired to their 


ſeveral occupations. 
S0---+5; As 
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As ſoon as the frigate and her prize caft 


anchor in the Tagus, Don Manuel de Cafa- 


fondaimpatiently reminded our captain of his 
promiſed parole. The painful moment was 


now come, when an explanation of ſome ſort 


became unavoidable: 'The generous Engliſh- 


. man, with a countenance expreſſive of the 
tendereſt pity, took the Spaniard's hand in 


his, and ſeating him on a couch befide him, 
ordered the centinel to keep the cabin pri- 
vate, and delivered himſelf as follows — 

« Senor Don Manuel, I muſt now im+ 
« part to you an anxiety which I labour un- 
«* der on your account; EI have: ftrong rea- 
« ſon to ſuſpe&t you have enermes in your 


«© own country, who-are upon the watch to 
« arreſt you on your landing : wheh I have 


« told you this, F expect you wilt repoſe 
« ſuch: truſt in my honour, and the fincerity 


cc of my- regard for you, as- not to demand. 
« a further explanation of the particulars, 


« on which my intelligence is founded.” — 


« Heaven and Earth!” cried the aftonifhed 
Spaniard, © who can be thoſe enermnes I have 


« to fear, and what can I have done to de- 
« So far I will open my- 
" - to 2007"'" anſivered the captain, * as to 

*F "= 
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« point out the principal to you, the inqui- 
« fdor general.” —* The beſt friend I have 
«© in Spain,” exclaimed the governor, ©* my 
« {worn protector, the patron of my fortune. 
«* He my enemy! impoſſible.” —* Well, 
« Sir,” replied the captain, © 1f my advice 
« does not meet belief, F muſt fo far exert 
«© my authority foryour ſake, as to make this 
« ſhip your priſon till T have waited on our 
* miniſter at Liſbon, and made the enquiries 
« neceflary for your fafety ; ſuſpend your 
« judgment upon the ſeeming harſhneſs of 
* this meaſure till F return to you again” 
and at the ſame time riſing from his ſeat, he 
gave orders for the barge, and leaving ſtri& 
injunctions with the firft heutenant not to 
allow of the governor's quitting the frigate, 
he put off for the ſhore, afd left the melan- 
choly Spaniard buried 1n protonnd and 
ſilent meditation. 
The emiffaries of the laguſtion having at 
laſt traced Pedrofa toLiſbon, and theregained 
intelligence of his havingentered on board the 
frigate, our captain had no ſooner turnedinto | 
the porch of the hotel at Buenos-Ayres, than 
he was accoſted by a meſſenger of ſtate, with 
2 requiſition from the prime miniſter's office 
£ _ for” 
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for the ſurrender of one Nicolas Pedroſa, a 
fubje&t of Spain and a criminal, who had 


eſcaped out of the priſon of the Inquiſition 
in Madrid, where he ſtood charged with 


| high crimes and miſdemeanors. —As ſoon as 


this requiſition was explained to our worthy 
captain, without condeſcending to a word in 
reply, he called for pen and ink, and writing 


a ſhort order to the officer commanding on 


board, inftantly diſpatched the midſhipman, 
who attended him, to the barge, with direc- 
tions to niake the beſt of his way back to the 
frigate, and deliver it tothe heutenant : Then 
turning to the meſſenger, he ſaid to him ina 
reſolute tone—* That Spaniard is now borne 
« on my books, and before you ſhall take him 


< gut of the ſervice of my King, you muſt 


« fink his ſhip.”=—Not waiting for a reply, 
he immediately proceeded without ſtop to 
the houſe of the Britiſh Miniſter at the far- 


' ther end of the city: Here he found Pe- 
droſa'sintelligence, with regard to the Gover- 


nor of Quito, expreſsly verified, for the order 


had come down even to Liſbon, upon the 


chance of the Spaniſh frigate's taking ſhelter 
in that port : To thisMiniſter he related the 


Hornd tale, which Pedroſa had. delivered to 


bum, 
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him, and with his concurrence it was deter- 
mined to forward letters into Spain, which 
Don Manuel ſhould be adviſed to write to 
his lady and friends at Madrid, and to wait 
their anſwer before any further diſcoveries 
were imparted to him reſpecting the blacker 
circumſtances of the caſe: In the mean 
time it was reſolved. to _ the priſoner ſafe 


in his aſylum. 


The generous Captain loſt no time in re- 
turning to his frigate, where he immediately 
imparted to Don Manuel the intelligence he 
had obtained at the Britiſh Miniſter's — 
« This, indeed,” cried the afflicted Spa- 
niard, © is a ſtroke I was in no reſpe& pre- 
« pared for; I had fondly perſuaded myſelf 


| * there was not in. the whole empire of Spain, 


* a more friendly heart than that of the In- 
« quiſidor's; to my beloved Leonora he had 


< ever ſhewn the tenderneſs of a; paternal 
< affeftion from her very childhood; by him 


* our hands were joined ; his lips pronounc- 
* ed the nuptial benediftion, and through 


< his fayour I was promoted to my govern- 


« ment: Grant,, Heaven, no misfortune 
* hath befallen my Leonora!. ſurely. ſhe 
(« © cannot. have offended. him, and forfeited 

; « «* his 
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No. 99. 
* his favour.” —As I know him not, re- 
plied the Captain, © I can form no judg- 
*© ment of his motives ; but this I know, 
« that if a man's heart is capable of cruelty, 
<« the fitteſt ſchool to learn it in, muſt be 
* the Inquiſition.” The propofal was now 
ſuggeſted of ſending letters into Spain, and 
the Governor retired to his deſk for the pur- 
poſe of writing them; in the: afternoon of 
the ſame day the Miniſter paid a viſit to:the- 
Captain, and receiving a packet from the 
hands of Don Manuel, promiſed to get it 


forwarded by a fate TAETANES according to 


direction. 
In due courſe of time this fatal Tetter from 


Leonora, opened all the horrible tranfaction. 


ko the wretched huſband :— 


The guilty hand of an expiring wife, mdiv- 
the agonizing operation. of a morial pofon,.. 
traces theſe few trembling lines to an imjured 


wretched huſband: If thou haſt any pity for my 
parting ſpirit fly the ruin that awaits thee, aud 


avoid this ſcene of villainy and horror. When 


F tell thee I have: borne a- chuld to the monſter, 
whoſe poiſon runs in my veins, thou wilt abhor 


thy faithleſs Leonora; had I firength- to relate 
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| 70 thee the ſubtle machinations, which betrayed 


me to diſgrace, thou wouldſt pity and perhaps 


$-/orgive me. Oh agony ! can I write his name? 


The Inquifidor is my murderer — My pen falls 


| from my hand — Farewell for ever. 


Had a ſhot paſſed through the heart of 
Don Manuel, it could not more effeCtually 
have ſtopt it's motions, than the peruſal of 
this fatal writing: He dropped lifeleſs on the 
couch, and but for the care and aſliftance of 


4 & the Captain and Pedroſa, in that poſture he 


had probably expired. Grief like his will 
not be deſcribed by words, for to words it 
gave no utterance ; *twas ſuffocating, ſilent 


Let us drop the curtain over this melan- 
choly pauſe in our narration, and attend 
upon the mournful widower now landing 


8 upon Engliſh ground, and conveyed by his 


humane and generous preſerver-to the houſe 

of a noble Earl; the father of our amiable 
Captain, and a man by his-yirtues ſtill more 
conſpicuous than by his rank. Here amidſt 


oF the gentle ſolicitudes of a benevolent family, 


in one of the moſt enchanting ſpots on earth, 
in a climate moſt ſalubrious and reſtorative 
ta 


(11488 
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_ to a conſtitution exhauſted by heat, and a 


heart near broken with ſorrow, the reviving 


ſpirits of the unfortunate Don Manuel gave 


the firſt ſymptoms of a poſſible recovery. 
At the period of a few tranquillizing weeks 
here paſſed in the boſom of humanity, let- 
ters came to hand from the Britiſh Miniſter 
at Liſbon, in anſwer to a memorial, that I 
ſhould have ſtated to have been drawn up 
by the friendly Captain before his departure 
from that port, with a detail of fats de- 
poſed and ſworn to by Nicolas Pedrofa, 
which memorial, with the documents attach- 
ed to it, was forwarded to the Spaniſh Court 
by ſpecial expreſs from the Portuguele pre- 
mier. By thele letters it appeared, that the 
high dignity of the perſon impeached by 
this ſtatement of fa&s, had not been ſufh- 
cient to ſcreen him from a very ſerious and 
complete inveſtigation; in the courſe of 
which facts had been ſo clearly brought 


home to him by the confeſſion of his ſeveral Wi 


agents, and the teſtimony of the deceaſed 
Leonora's attendants, together with her own 
written declarations, whilſt the poiſon was 
in operation, that though no public ſentence 
had been executed upon the criminal, it was 
generally 
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i Weoocally underſtood he was eithernolongerin 
® exiſtence, or in a fituation never to be heard 
BT of any more, till rouſed by the awakening 
W trump he ſhall be ſummoned to his tremen- 
= Jous laſt account. As for the unhappy wi- 
WT Jower, it was fully ſignified to him from au- 
'2 thority, that his return to Spain, whether 
WT upon exchange or parole, would be no longer 
=X oppoſed, nor had he any thing to apprehend 
WT 0n the part of government, when he ſhould 
WE there arrive. The ſame was ſignified in 
WT fewer words to the exculpated Pedroſa. 
= Whether Don Manuel de Cafafonda will 
FT in time to come avail himſelf of theſe over- 
WT tures time alone can prove : As for little 
Nicolas, whole prize money has ſet him up 
in a comfortable little ſhop in Duke's Place, 
where he breathes the veins and cleanſes the 
bowels of his Ifraelitiſh brethren, in a land 
= of treedom and toleration, his merry heart is 
= at reſt, ſave only when with fire in his eyes, 
40d vengeance on his tongue, he anathema- 
"i tizes the Inquiſition, and ſtruts into the 
TE {ynagogue every ſabbath with as bold a ſtep 
= and as erect a look, as if he was himſelf 
8. High Prieſt of the Temple, going to per- 
6 form ſacrifice upon the re-allembling of the 
IF ſcattered tribes. 


1.1000 


not let himſelf down to be a dupe to it's 


itſelf in railing at the times we live in ; I am 
complaints, and I have oftentimes occaſion il 
. to know they are made worſe by thoſe very 8: 


It is high time for every man, who grows Wl 


the laſt hours of life, than time and decre- Wl 
pitude will bring in their train: Let us look 8 


"I 
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A G00D man will hive with the world as WW 
a wiſe man lives with his wife ; he will 


humours, a devotee to 1t's pleaſures, or a : gr 
flatterer of it's faults ; he will make him- 
ſelf as happy as he can in rhe conneQtion for 
his own ſake, reform where he is able, and 
complain only when he cannot help it. I 
am fick of that converſation which ſpends i 


apt to think they are not made better by thoſe # 


4 


people who are loudeſt to complain of them. Wl 
If this be really one of the habits of age, 


old, to guard againſt it; for there 1s no occa- 


fion to invite more peeviſh companions for 


back upon things paſt with what content 
we can, {alute time preſent with the beſt Bl 
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Futurity with calmneſs and a patient mind 
R71f we do not wiſh to be baniſhed from ſo- 
Kciety before death withdraws us from it, 
don't let us truſt. to the world's reſpect 
EFonly, let us ſtrive alſo to conciliate it's love. 
$ But I do not wiſh to argue this point with 
Wthe ſect of he Murmurers merely upon the 
3 Wow of good policy; I ſhould be ſorry 
Wfor the world, if I could give no better rea- 
1 Won for keeping well with it than in ſelf-de- 
Wfence: I really think it a world very eaſy to 
Wlive with upon paſſable good terms; I am 
Wfree to confeſs it has mended me ſince I have 
Wived with it, and I am fully of opinion it has 
Wmended itſelf: I don't deny but it has it's 
Mn ; it ſtill cuts out work for the mo- 
Wraliſts, and I am in no fear of finding ſubject 
Z matter for three more volumes of eflays, be- 
f Wfore I have exhauſted the duty of an Ob- 
4 erver. However, though I have preſumed 
RB upon taking up this character late in life, 

gt | fcel no provocation from what I obſerve 
02 others, or in myſelf, to turn Marmurer ; 
I can call the time paſt under my review, 
2 far back. as. my experience will go, and 
2 Comfort myſelf. by the compariſon of it with 
Ide time preſent; I can turn to the authors, 
= ] who 
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who have delineated the manners of ages 
antecedent to my own, without being 
aſhamed of my contemporaries, or enter- 
taining a ſuperior reſpe& for their's. I can- 
not look back to any period of our own 


annals, of which I can conſcientiouſly pro- Ml 


nounce, according to fuch judgment as I am 
poſſeſſed of, that the happineſs of ſociety 
was better ſecured, and more completely 
provided for, than at the preſent moment. 
This may appear ſo hardy an affertion, 
that if the Murmurers take the field againft 
me, I ſuſpe& that I ſhall find myſelf, as I 
frequently have done, in a very decided 


' minority ; for let the reader take notice, I 


know the world too well to think of getting 
popularity by defending it ; 1f ever I make 
that my obje&, I muſt run counter to my 
own principles, and abuſe many, that all may 
read me: In the mean time I ſhall make a 
ſhew of ſome of my defences, if it be only 
to convince the Murmurers, that I ſhall not 


capitulate upon the firſt furmmons ; and I will 
| keep ſome ſtrong poſts maſked from their 


view, that if they repeat their aſſault, I may 
{till have reſources in my reach, - 

Society 1 1s cemented by laws, upheld by 
religion, 
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W religion, endeared by manners, and adorned 


by arts. 

Let us now enquire what 15 the preſent 
ſtate of theſe great fundamentals of ſocial 
happineſs, and whether any better period can 
be pointed out, compared to which their 
preſent ſtate may be juſtly pronounced a 
{tate of declenſion. 

The conſtitution of England has under- 
gone many changes: The monarch,. the 
nobles, and the people, have each in their 
turn for a time deſtroyed that proper ba- 
"lance, in which its excellence conſiſts. In 
feudal times the ariſtocratic power prepon- 
derated, and the kingdom was torn to pieces 
W with civil diftrations. From the acceſſion 
W of Henry the Seventh to the breaking out 
W of the great rebellion, the power of the 
ſovereign was all but abſolute; the rapacity 
of that monarch, the brutality of his ſuc-_ 
ceflor, the -perſecuting ſpirit of Mary, and 
the umperious prerogative of Elizabeth, left 
ſcarce a ſhadow of freedom in the people ; 
and, in ſpite of all the boaſted glories of 
Ehzabeth's golden days, I muſt doubt if 
any nation can be happy, whoſe lives and 
W properties were no better {ecured than thoſe 


of 
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_ of her ſubje&ts aftually were : In all this 
period, the moſt tranquil moments are to be 
found in the'peaceful reign of James the 
Firſt; yet even then the king's jus divinum 
was at it's height, and totally overturned 
the ſcale and equipoiſe of the conſtitution. 
What followed in Charles's day I need not 
dwell upon; a revolution enſued ; monarchy 
was ſhaken to it's foundations, and in the 
general fermentation and concuſſion of af- 

_ fairs, the very dregs of the people were thrown 
up into power, and all was anarchy, ſlaughter 
and opprefſion. From the Reſtoration to the 

| Revolution we contemplate a period full of 
_ trouble, and, for the moſt part, ſtained with 
the deepeſt diſgrace ; a penfioned monarch, 
an abandoned court, and a licentious peo- 
ple : The abdication, or, more properly, the 
expulſion of a royal bigot, ſet the conſtitu- 
tion upon it's bottom, but it left the minds 
of men in a ferment that could not ſpeedily WW: 
ſubſide; antient loyalty and high monarchical 
- principles were not to be filenced at once by 
the peremptory fiat of an act of parliament ; 
men ſtill harboured them in their hearts, 
and popery, three times expelled, was {till 
upon the watch, and fecretly whetting her 

| haty weapons 
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Ss capons for a fourth attempt. Was this a pe- 
WT 10d of ſocial happineſs.?—The ſucceſſion of 
We the houſe of Hanover ſtill left a pretender to 
thc throne ; and though the character of the 
W cw ſovereign had every requiſite of temper 
and. judgment for conciliating his go- 
vernment, yet the old leaven was not ex- 
W hauſted, freſh revohations were. attempted, 
W 1nd the-nation felt a painful 5 IR of it's 
7 former {orrows. _ - 
W $0 far therefore as the happineſs of ſociety 
Wdcpnds upon the ſecure cſtabliſhment of 
Wt he conſtitution, the juſt adminiſtration of 
Wthec laws, the ſtrict and corre& afcertain- 
W1cat of the ſubjects rights, and thoſe ſacred 
Wind inviolable privileges as to perſon and 
W-ropcrty, which every man. amongſt us can 
Wow define, and no man living dares to diſ- 
Wh wutc, fo tar we mult acknowledge that the 
W imcs we live in, are happier times than ever 
1] to the lot of our anceſtors, and if we 
omplain of them, it muſt be on account of * 
omething which has not yet come under 
pur review; we will therefore proceed to the 
ext point, and take the preſent ſtate of 
eligion into our conſideration. 
Religious feuds are fo terrible in their con- 
'OL, IV. I © ſequences, 
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ſequences, .and the peace of this kingdom 
has been ſo often deſtroyed by the furiouſ- 
nels of zealots and enthuſiaſts, ſtruggling 
for church-eſtabliſhment, and perſecuting in 
their turns the fallen party without mercy, 
that the tranquillity we now enjoy, (greater, WM 
as I believe, than in any time paſt, but cer- Ml 
tainly as great) is of itſelf ſufficient to put 
the modern murmurer to ſilence. To ſub- 
Nantiate my aſſertion, let me refer to the 
riſing ſpirit of toleration ; wherever that 
| Dlefled-ſpirit prevails, 1t, prevails for the ho- M 
nour of man's nature, for the enlargement of 
his heart, and for the augmentation of hi: Ml 
ſocial happineſs. WhiHt we were contend- 
ing for our own rights, ſelf-defence compel-M 
ledus to keep off the encroachments of others, 
that were hoſtile to thoſe rights; but theſe 

| being firmly eſtabliſhed, we are no longer if 
warranted-to hang the ſword of the law over 
the head of religion, and oppreſs our ſeced-if 
ing fellow-ſubje&s. Is there any juſt real 
ſon to complain of our eſtabliſhed clergy uf F- 
their colle&tive chara&ter ? If they do no 
| ſtun us with controverſies, it is becauſe ther 
underſtand the {ſpirit of their religion bette!Mf 
than to engage in them.: The publication J 
X : . - on 
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WT of the pulpit are ſtill numerous, and if they 
W have dropt their high inflammatory tone, it 

WS is to the honour of Chriſtianity that they 

have ſo done, and taken up a milder, meeker 

language in it's ſtead. As for the praftice 
WT of religion, it 15 not in my preſ2nt argument 

WE to ſpeak of that ; my buſineſs is only to ap- 

WT pcal-to it as an eſtabliſhment, effential to 

the ſupport and happineſs of ſociety ; and 

== when we refle& how often in times paſt it 

SS has been made an engine for ſubverting that 

WS tranquillity and good order in the ſtate; 
which it now peaceably upholds, I think it 
ill be clear to every candid man, that this 
cannot be one of the cauſes of complaint 
| Þ and murmur againſt the preſent times. 

= The Manners of the age we live in is the . 
W:cxt point I am to review; and if I am 
Wo bring this into any decent compaſs, I 
W11ft reject many things out of the account, 
Wt i1at would make for my argument, and 
peak very briefly upon all others. 

To compare the manners of one age with 
Whole of another, we muſt begin by calling 
go remembrance the changes that .may have 
> cen made in our own time, (if we have lived 
gong cnough to be witneſſes of any) or we 

: D 2 | muſt 
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muſt take. them upon tradition, or gueſs at 
them- by the writings of thoſe who deſcribe 
them: The comic poets are in general 
good deſcribers of the living manners, and 
of all dramatic painters in this claſs Ben 
Jonſon is decidedly the beſt. In the mirror 
of the ſtage we have the refle&tion of the 
times through all their changes, from the 
reign of Elizabeth to that of Anne, with an 
exception to the days of Oliver, of which 
interval, if there was no other delineation of Ml 
the reigning manners than what we find in WM 
the annals of Whitelocke, and Clarendon, we Ml 
ſhould be at no loſs to form our judgment 
of them. I ſtop at the age of queen Anne, 
becauſe it was then that Sir Richard Steele 
and Mr. Addiſon began to ſpread their pal- 
lets, and when they had compleated 7: 
| Spefator, nobody will diſpute their having 

given a very finiſhed pourtrait of the age iſ 
| they lived in. Where they ftop tradition 

may begin; ſo that I think an obſervins 
man, with all theſe aids, and no ſhort expc- i 
rience of his owh to help them out, may 2 


form a,pretty cloſe compariſon in his own Wi 


thoughts upon the ſubject. YL 
Here I muſt remind the reader that I am | 
{peaking 
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ſpeaking of manners as they reſpect ſociety; 
W Now we can readily. refer to certain times 
W paſt, when the manners cf - men in this 
We country were inſufferably boiſterovs and-un- 
xt] poliſhed ; we can point to the period, whe: 
WE tliey were as notoriouſly reſerved, gloomy, 
Wark and, fanatical; we know when profit - 
 oxcy threw off all appearances, and libertinifn 
oF wont naked as it were into all ſocieties ; we 
an tell when pedantry was in general faſhi- 
6n, when duelling was the rage, and the 
WT point of honoyr was to be defined by a chain 
of logic that would have puzzled Ariſtotle ; 
Wwe can turn to the time, when it was repu- 
Wtable to get drunk, and when the fine gen- 
Wt leman of the comedy entertains his miſtreſs 
with his feats over- the bottle, and recom- 
ncnds hinſclf to hergood graces by ſwearing, 
luſtering, and beating up the watch : We 
now there are {uch words 1n the language as 
op and beau, and ſome can remember thenx 
n daily uſe; many are yet living, who have had 
eir full-bottomed wigs brought home in a 
hair, and many an old lady now crouds her- 
If into a corner, who once hooped herſelf in a 
Wirclc hardly lefs than Arthur's round table: 
Wo {crc I may be told that dreſs is not man- 
D 3 _ ners 3: 
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ners; but I muſt contend that the manners 
of a man in a full-bottomed wig muſt par- 
take ſomething of the ſtiffneſs of the bar- 
ber's buckle; nor do I ſee how he can walk 
on foot at his eaſe, when his wig goes in a 
chair. How many of us can call to mind 
the day, when 1t was a mark of good-breed- 
ing to cram a poor ſurfeited gueſt to the 
throat, and the moſt ſocial hours of life 
were thrown away in a continual inter- 


change of ſolicitations and apologies? What 


a ſtroke upon the nerves of a modeſt man 
was it then to make his firſt approaches, and 
perform his awkward reverences to a folemn 
circle all riſing on their legs at the aweful 
moment of his entry ! and what was his 
condition at departing, when, after having 
performed the ſame tremendous ceremonies, 
he ſaw his retreat cut off by a double row 
of guards in livery, to every one of whom 
he was to pay a toll for free paſſage ! A man 
will now find his ſuperiors more acceflible, 
his equals more at their eaſe, and his infe- 
riors more mannerly than in any time paſt. 
The effefts of public education, travel and 
a general intercourſe with mankind, the 
great influx of foreigners, the variety of 

publ 
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public amuſements, where all ranks and de- 
orees meet promuſcuouſly, the conſtant re- 
fort to bathing and water-drinking places in 
the ſummer, and above all the company of 
the fair ſex, who mix ſo much more in 
ſociety than heretofore, have, 'with many 
other conſpiring cauſes, altogether produced 
{ſuch an eaſe and ſuavity of manners through- 
out the nation, as have totally changed the 
face of ſociety, and levelled all thoſe bars 
and barriers, which made the approaches to 
what was called good company {ſo trouble- 
ſome, and obſtrufted the intercourſe -be- 
tween man. and man. - Here then I ſhall 
conclude upon this topic, and paſs to the 
Arts, which I ſaid were the ornaments of 
W ſociety. 
= A Iam perſuaded my argument will not 
WW be conteſted in this quarter, I need ſpend 
cw words upon fo clear a point. If ever 
Wthis country ſaw an age of artiſts, it is the 
Wpreſent ; Italy, Spain, Flanders and France 
Whave had their turn, but they are now in no 
Wcapacity to diſpute the palm, and England 
Wiſtands without a rival ; her painters, ſculp- 
Wt ors and engravers are now the only ſchools, 
A poorly ſo called, in Europe ; Rome will 
: + 2 IN _ bear 
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bear witneſs that the Engliſh artiſts are as 
ſupenor in talents as they are in numbers to 
thoſe of all nations. befhdes.' ] reſerve the 
mention-of her archite&ts as a ſeparate claſs, 
that I may for once break in upon my gene- 
ral rule, by indulging myſelf in a prediction, 
(upon which I am willing to ſtake all my 
_ credit with the reader) that when the modeſt 
genius of a Harriſon ſhall be brought into 

fuller dilplay, England will have. to. boaſt 
of a native architect, which the brighteſt 


age of Greece would glory to ARROW . 
ledge, 


No. XCII. 
To the OBSERVER. 
 Etian mortuus loquitur, 


S1 R, 
P I am rightly adviſed, the laws of Eng- 
land bave provided no remedy for an in- 
jury, which I have received from a certain. 
gentleman, who. lets me at defiance, and 
| whom 
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' whom I am not conſcious of. having offend- 


ed in the ſmalleſt article in life. My caſe 
15 as follows: Some time ago I went into the 


South of France for the recovery of my 


health, which (thank God) I have fo far ef- 
fected, that I ſhould think I was at this very 


moment enjoying as good a ſtock of ſpirits 


and ſtrength, as I have enjoyed for mary years 
of my life paſt, if I was not outfaced by the 
gentleman in queition, , who ſwears I am 
dead, and has proceeded fo far as to publiſh 
me dead to all the world, with a. whole vo- 
lume of memoirs which I have no remem- 
brance of, and of ſayings which I never ſaid. 
1 think this 1s very hard upon me, and if 
there 15 no redreſs for ſuch proceedings, but 
that a man mult be printed dead, whenever 
any fanciful tellow chuſes to write a hook of - 
memoirs, I muſt take the freedom to fay 
this 18 no country to live in; and let my in- 
genious biographer take it how he will, I 
ſhall fill maintain to his face that I am 
alive, and I do not ſee why my word in fuch 
a caſe ſhould not go as far as his. - 
There is yet another thing I will venture 
to fay, that I did never 1n the whole courſe of 
Ny lite utter one half or even one tenth part of 
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the ſmart repartees and bon-mots he is 
pleaſed to impute to me: I don't know 
what he means by laying ſuch things at my 
door ; I defy any one of my acquaintance to 
fay I was a wit, which I always conſidered as 
another name for an 1l|-tempered fellow. I 
do acknowledge that I have lived upon WW 
terms of acquaintance with my biographer, il 
and.have paſſed ſome ſocial hours in- his 
company, but I never ſuſpe&ted he was mi- 
 nuting down every fooliſh thing, that eſcap- 
ed my lips in the unguarded moments of 
convivial gaiety ; 1f 1 had, I would have 
avoided him like the peſtilence. It 1s hard 
upon a man, let me tell you, Sir, very hard 
indeed, to find his follies upon record, and 
I could almoſt wiſh his words were true, 
and that I were dead in earneſt, rather than 
alive to read ſuch nonſenſe, and find myſelf 
made the father of it. EX _ 
| - Judge of my ſurpriſe, when paſſing along 
Vigo-lane upon a friendly call, as I intend- 
ed it, to' this very gentleman of whom 
I complain, 1 took up a volume from a ſtall 
ina whitey-brown paper binding, and open- 
ing it at the fitle-page met my own' face, ſtar- 


ing me out of countenance full in the front : 
- I ſtarted 
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T ſtarted back with horror; nature never 
gave me any reaſon to be fond of my own 
features; I never ſurvey my face but when 
I ſhave myſelf, and then I am aſhamed 
of it; 1 truſt it is no true type of my 
heart, for it is a ſorry ſample of nature's 
handy-work, to ſay no worſe of it. What 
the devil tempted him to ſtick it there I 
cannot gueſs, any more than I can at his 
publiſhing a bundle of nonſenſical ſayings 
and doings, which I deteſt and diſayow. 
As for his printing my laſt will and teſta- 
ment,” and diſpoſing of my poor perſonals 
at pleaſure, I care little about it ; if he had 
taken only my money and ſpared my life, I 
would not have complained. 

And now what 1s my redreſs? I apply 
myſelf to you in my diſtreſs, as an author 
whoſe book 1s in pretty general circulation, 
and one, as I perceive, who aflaults no man's 
living fame and charaQter ; I defire therefore 
you will take mine into your protection, 
and if you can think of any thing to deter 
the world in future from ſuch flippancies, 
you are welcome to make what uſe you 
' Pleaſe of this letter; for as I have always 
ve to do what little ſervice I could to 
D 6 AY the 


, 
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the living, when I was allowed to be.one of 
their number, ſo now I am voted. out of 
their company, I would gladly be of ſome 
ulc to the dead. | : 


Your's whilſt I lived, 
H. Pos THUMovUus, 


P. s. I am ſorry I did not leave you ſome- 
thing in my will, as I believe you deſerve it 
as well, and want it more than ſome that are 
in it. If I live to die a fecond time, T will 
be ſure to remember you. 


As I am hot verſed in the law of libels, I 


know not what advice to give in Poſthu-_ 


moug's caſe, whom IT would by no means 
with to ſee entangled in further difficulties ; 


though I think he might fairly ſay- to, his 


biographer with a courtly poet of this 
century, >> | Ts 


% S. 


C a 


Oh ! libel me with all things but thy praiſe Ll 


The practice which ſome of our public 
news-writers are in, of treating their readers 


with a farrago of puerile anecdotes and ſcraps 


of charafters, has probably led the way to 


a very fooliſh faſhion; which 1s gaining 
_ . ground amongſt. us : No ſooner does a great 


man 
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| man die, than the ſmall wits creep into his 
coffin, like the ſwarm of bees in the carcaſe 
of Sampſon's lion, to make honey. from his 
corpſe. It is high time that the good ſenſe 
of the nation ſhould corre& this 1mpertt- 
nence.. 

_ 1 have availed myſelf of Patina s 
q | permiſſion to publiſh his letter, and I ſhall 
without ſcruple ſubjoin to-it one of a very 
different ſort, which I have received from a 
correſpondent, whoſe name I do not mean 
to expoſe ; 1t 1s with ſome reluctance I in- 
troduce it into this work, becauſe it brings 
a certain perſon. on the ſtage, whom TI have 
no deſire to exhibit oftener than I.can help ; 
but as I think it will be a conſolation to 
Poſthumous to ſhew him others in the ſame 
hazard with himſelf, I hope my readers will 
et it paſs with this apology. _ 


To the ORSERVER. 


SIR, 


I am a man, who fay a. oreat many good 
Wings myſelf, and hear many good things 
aid by others; ; for I frequent clubs 
Wnd coffee-rooms in all parts of the town, 
attend 
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attend - the pleadings in Weſtminſter Hall, 
_ am remarkably fond of the company of 
| men of genius, and never nuſfs a dinner at 
the Manſion Houle upon my Lord Mayor's 
day. 

I am in the. habit of committing to paper 

every thing of this ſort, whether it is of my 
own ſaying, or any other perſon's, when 1 
am convinced I myſelf ſhould have faid it, if 
he had not : Theſe I call my conſcientious 
witticiſms, and give them a leaf in my com- 
mon-place book to themſelves. 

I have the pleaſure to tell you, that my col- 
 leftion is now become not only confiderable 
1n bulk, but, (that T may ſpeak humbly of 
it's merit) I will alſo fay, that it is to the i 
full as good, and far more creditable to i 
any gentleman's character, than the books 
which have been publiſhed about a certain 


oreat wit lately deceaſed, whoſe memory WM; 


has been- ſo completely diſſected by the 
operators in Stationers Hall. ' 
Though I have as much reſpe& for poſte- 


rity as any man can entertain for perſons he iſ 


1s not acquainted with, {till I cannot under- 


| ſtand how a poſt-obit of this ſort can profit MF. 


me in my life, unleſs I could make it over 
Wis = 
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W to ſome purchaſer upon beneficial condi- 
W tions. Now, as there are people in the 
| world, who have done many famous a&tions, 
without having once uttered a real good 
thing, as it is called, I ſhould think my col- 
le&tion might be an acceptable purchaſe to 
a gentleman of this deſcription, and ſuch an 
one ſhould have it a bargain, as I would be 
very glad to give a finiſhing to his charac- 
ter, which I can beſt compare to a coat of 
Adams's plaiſter on a well-built houſe, 
== For my own part, being neither more nor 
WS cſs than a haberdaſher of ſmall wares, and 
WS having ſcarcely rambled beyond the boun- 
b: daries of the bills of mortality, fince I was 
WTFout of my apprenticeſhip, I have not the 
Wpreſumption to think the anecdotes of my 
Wown life important enough for poſthumous 
Wpublication ; neither do I ſuppoſe my writ-' 
2, (though pretty numerous, as my books 
ill teſtify, and many great names ſtanding 
mongſt them, which it is probable I ſhall 
WWncver croſs out,) will be thought ſo intereſt-. 
WW" to the public, as to come into compe- 
Wt ition with-the lively memoirs of a Bellamy 
nd a Baddeley, who furniſh ſo many agree- 
Y able records of many noble famulies, and are: 
| Y the 


| the ſolace of more than half the toilets in 


lay in ſome ſtore for a journey you are ſoon 


and ſhall gladly contribute to your kinder 
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But to come more cloſely to the chief 
purport of this letter—It was about a fort- 
night ago, that I crofſed upon you 1n the 
Poultry near the ſhop-door of your worthy 
bookſeller : T could not help giving a glance 
at your looks, and methought there was a 
morbid fallowneſs in your complexion, and 
a ſickly langour in your eye, that. indieated Wl 
ſpeedy diſſolution : I watched you for ſome WM 
time, and as you turned into the ſhop re- 
marked the total want of energy 1n your ſtep. 
1 know whom I am ſaying this to, and there- 
fore am not afraid of ſtartling you by my Wl 
obſervations, but if you actually perceive 
thoſe: threatening ſymptoms, which I took Þ 
notice-of, it may probably be your wiſh to 


59% 
ma. 

> 
6} 

7: A 

2» 
to. 

ARE 

TK. 

Wor f 

* 

Ty. 
. 

4 

= 


to take. You have always been a friend and | 
cuſtomer to me, and there 15 nobody I ſhall 
more readily ſerve than yourſelf: I have 
long noticed with regret the very little fa- 
your you receive from your contemporaries, 


reception from poſterity ; now I flatter my- 
{c}f, if you adopt my-colle&tion, you will at Wi 
lealt i 


WT ca be celebrated for your laying, whatever 
We my become of your writings. | 
| As for your private hiſtory, if I may gueſs 
We from certain events, which have been re-, 
ported to me, you may, with a little allow- 
able embelliſhment, make up a decent life 
of it. It was with great pleaſure I heard 
t'other day, that you was ſtabbed by a monk 
Win Portugal, broke your limbs in Spain, and 
IE poiſoned with a fallad at Paris; theſe, 
With your adventures at ſea, your ſufferings 
WE: Bayonne, and the treatment you received 


Wbe amuſing anecdotes, and as it is generally 
Wuppoſed you have not amaſſed any very 
WWercat fortune by the plunder of the public, 


ny envy in the reader, which will be fo 
Wn ch in your favour. Still your chief depen- 


lance muſt reſt upon the colle&tion I ſhall 
upply you with, and when the world comes 


E. Icr, they will begin to think you had not 


ut they may take it in mind to raiſe a, mo- 


% 
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Wfrom your employers on your return, will 


your narrative will be read without raiſing 


to underſtand how many excellent things yau 
pd, and how much more wit you had than 
'y of your contemporaries gave you credit 


air play whilſt you was alive, and who knows | 


nument 
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nument to you by ſubſcription amongſt other 
merry tcllows of your day ? 

Iam your's,. 


H. B. 


T defire-my correſpondent will accept this 
Mort but ſerious anſwer : If I am fo near 
the end of life, as he ſuppoſes, it will behove 
me to wind it up in another manner from 
what he ſuggeſts : I therefore ſhall not treat 
with my friend the haberdaſher for his ſmall 
wares, 


No, ER 


 *Adnbepuutor %en t6va, 8 WoAYAoyor, 
(DEMOCRATES.) 


© Remember only that your words be true, 
« No matter then how many or how few.” 


\ To Tus OBSERVER. 
I HAVE & habit of dealing in- the marvel- 
lous, which I cannot overcome :. Some 


people, who ſeem to take a pleaſure in mag- 
nifying 
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ifying the little flaws to be found in all 
haracters, call this by a name which no gen- 


dut-riding a fat fellow in company, who, by 
he malicious veracity of my aforeſaid Dam 
per, threw me at leaſt ten miles diſtance be= 

nd Kan. :-----5;- {+ | 
This provoking animal cut up. my ſuc- 
_ cel; 


Wl:man ought to ule, or likes to hear : The 
Wat is, ] have ſo much tender conſideration 
Wor Truth in her ſtate of nakedneſfs, that, 
Wil! 1 have put her into decent cloathing, I 
Wc1nnot think of bringing her into company 
WE.1d if her appearance is ſometimes ſo much 
W.tcred by dreſs, that her beſt friends cannot 
Wd her out, am I to blame for that ? 
Ws . There is a matter-of-fact man of my ac- 
WE uintance, who haunts me in all places, and 
WF: the very torment of my life ; he ſticks to 
Wn as the threſher does to the whale, and is 
hc perfett night-mare of my imagination : 
WT his fellow never lets one of my ſtories paſs 
Without docking it like an attorney's bill 
Wciorc a maſter in chancery : He cut forty 
ics out of a journey of one hundred, which 
pu: for him I had performed in one day 
pon the fame horſe; in which I confeſs I 
Wd ſtretched a point for the pleaſure of 
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ceſs in ſo many intrigues and adventures, 
that I was determined tolay my plan out of 
his reach, in a ſpot which I had provided fer 
an evil day, and accordingly I led him a 
dance into Corſica, where I was ſure he 
_ could not follow. me : Here I had certainly 
| been, and knew my ground well enough to 
prance over it at a very handſome rate: I 
noticed a kind of fly leer in ſome of the com- 
pany, which was pointed towards a gentle- 
man preſent, who was a ſtranger to me, and 
ſo far from joining in the titter was very po- 
litely attentive to what I was relating. I was 
_ at this moment warm in the cauſe of free- 
dom, and had performed ſuch prodigies of 
valour in its defence, that, before my ſtory 
was well ended I had got upon ſuch. cloſe 
terms with General Paoli, that, had my 
| hearers been þut half as credulous as they 
ought to have been, they might have ſet us 
down for.ſworn friends and inſeparables : But 
here: again, as ill luck would have it, my 
evil genius tapt me on the ſhoulder, and 
remarking that I principally addrefſed my- 
felf to the gentleman, whole politeneſs and 
attention were ſo flattering, ſaid to me with 
_ a ſmile, that had the malice of the devilin 
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it—** Give me leave to introduce you to 
« General Paolt here preſent.” — Death and 
confuſion, what I felt! a ſtroke of lightning 
would have been charity compared to this, 
— My perſecutor had not done with me.—<T 
« am afraid you have torgot your old friend 
« and familiar, who no doubt will be over- 
« joyed at recognizing a brother warrior, 
« who has performed ſuch noble ſervices 
« jointly with himſelf in the glorious ſtrug- 
« ole for the liberties of his beloved coun- 
« try.” —Can I paint the ſhame I ſuffered 
at this moment? It 1s impoſſible I can 
only ſay there 15 a generoſity 1n true valour, 
which ſcorns to triumph over the fallen. — 
| © There were ſo many brave men,” (faid 
that callant perſon in a tone I ſhall never 
loſe the impreſſion of) © of whoſe ſervices E- 
* ſhall ever preſerve a grateful memory, but 
* whole perſons have {lipt from my recol- 
* lection, that 1 have only to entreat your 
* pardon for a forgetfulnets, which I defire 
* you to beheve 1s not my fault, but my in- 
* firmity,” —If a bottle had been vollied at 
my head,” I could not have been more in 
need of a ſurgeon, than I was at this inſtant : 
1 could never have ſuſpe&ted Truth of play- 
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IN 
ing me ſuch a jade's trick ; I always con- W 
fidered her as a good-natured ſimple creature a 
without gall or bitterneſs, and was in the ſo 
habit of treating her accordingly; but thi: nl 
was ſuch a ſpecimen of her malice, that Cl 
I fled out of her company as uy as | oY 
could. ip 
The very next morning I took my a 7 
in the ſtage-coach for my native town in It 
| the north of England, heartily out of hu- Gel 
 mour with my trip to Corſica; but even i : th 
here I could not ſhake off old habits, ſo far be 
as to reſiſt the temptation of getting into a Mi '* 

_ poſt-chaiſe for the laſt flage, by which 
manceuvre I took the credit of having tra- Mi ** 
velled like a gentleman, and-became intitled ta 
to rail aguinf the POIt-tax and the expences Wi St 
of the road. S © 
+ I was now voted into a club of the chic! as 
inhabitants of the place, and as I had no ts 
reaſon to believe the ſtory of my late diſcom- th 
fiture had reached them, I ſoon recovered WF '<l 
my ſpirits, and with them the amplifying Ml os 
powers of my invention. My ſtories for a : & 
conſiderable tune were ſwallowed fo glibly, : f | 
and ſeemed to fit ſo eaſy on the ſtomachs of il ** 
theſe natural, unlophiſticated Donner: | that | ; thy 


reds : WAS 
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was encouraged to encreaſe the doſe to ſuch 
= 2 degree, as ſeemed at length to produce 
Ws ſomething like a nauſea with thoſe I admi- 
| niſtered it to: eſpecially with a certain pre- 

ciſe perſonage of the ſe& of Quakers, one 
W $in0: Sf, a wealthy trader, and much re- 
ſpected for his probity and fair-dealing. S- 
mon had a way of aſking me at the end of a 
ſtory—But 7s # true *—which ſometimes 
diſconcerted me, and conſiderably leſſened 
the applauſes that the reſt of the club had 
been accuſtomed to beſtow upon my. nar- 
ratives. 

One evening, hen I had been deſcribing | 
an enormous ſhark, by which I had been at- 
tacked in one of my Weſt-India voyages, 
Simon Stiff, lifting up both his hands 1n an 
attitude of aſtoniſhment, cried out—* Ve- 
« rily friend Cracker, thou draweſt a long 
= < bow.” With an angry look I demanded 
WT the meaning of that exprefſion.—< [ mean,” 
WT replied Simon, © thou ſpeakeſt the thing 
* which 1s not.”” * That 1s as much as to 
* ſay I tell a he.” —*< Even (fo, friend, thou 
J << haſt hit it,” ſaid S720 without altering his 
Wy voice, or regarding the tone of rage I had 
Wirown mine into : The ſteady ferenity of | 
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his countenance put me down, and I ſuffered 


© otherwiſe be a good one than by adhering 
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him to- proceed without interruption—- 
* Thou haſt told us many things, friend 
* Cracker, that are perfe&tly incredible ; 
« were I to attempt 1mpoſing upon my cuſ- 
« tomers in the way of traffic, as thou doſt 
* upon thy company in the way of talk, 
«© the world would juſtly fet me down for a 
« diſhoneſt 'man. Believe me, thou mayeſt 
« be a very g00d companion without ſwery- 
« ing from the truth, nay, thou ' canſt no 


« toit; for if thou art in the practice of ut- 
« tering falſehoods, we ſhall be in the prac- 
« tice of diſbcheving thee, even when thou 
« ſpeakeft the truth, and ſo there will be an 
« end of all confidence in focicty, and thy 
«* word will paſs for nothing. ' 1 have ob- 
« ſerved it is thy vanity that betrays the: 
<« into falſehood ; I ſhould have hoped thou 
* wou'd({t not have forgotten how thy falte- 
« hood betrayed thee into ſhame, and how 
« wwe received and welcomed thee into our 
« ſociety, when thy friends in the metropo- 
« Jis had hooted thee out of their's. Think 


h * the fictions of imagination ; plain trutl: 
8 ſuit 


No. 93- THE OBSERVER. 5 

W<c (uit men of plain underſtandings. Had 
WH thy ſhark been as big again as thou wou'd(t 
x: « have us believe it was, what wou'dſt thou 


W- have gained by it? Nothing but the 
W-* merit of having ſeen a monſter ; and what 
W< is that compared to the riſque of being 
* thought a monſter-maker ? If thou walt 
* ſnatched from "the jaws of the animal by 
* the hand of God, give God the praiſe : It 
* thine own courage and addreſs contribut- 
* ed to ſave thee, give Him ftill the praile, 
* who inſpired thee with thoſe means of 
WF furthering his providence in thy reſcue : 
= Where is the ground for boaſting in all 
WF this ? Sometimes thou wou'dſt perſuade 
WF 5 thou art a man of conſequence, 1n the 
WF {avour of princes, and in the ſecrets of 
WF minifters : If we are to believe all this, 
WF thou doſt but libel thoſe miniſters for let- 
ting ſuch a babbler into their councils, and 
if thou thinkeſt to gain a conſequence 
with us thereby, thou art grievouſly de- 
ceived; friend Cracker, for we do not want 
to know what thou oughteſt- not to tell, 

and we deſpiſe the ſervant whg betrayeth 
his maſter's truſt. As for wonders, what 
fienifieth telling us of them ? The time 
OE: BS | © 18 
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<< ſucceſſion of campaigns, which have made 


—— oc £4 
PP I4 _— 
* 


5 1s full of wonders; the revolution of em- 
« pires, the fall of deſpotiſm, and the eman. 
« cipation of mankind, are obje&s, whoſe 
« ſuperior magnitude makes thy - ſhark 
« ſhrink into an atom. Had the monſter 
* gorg'd thee at a mouthful, how many 
* thouſands, nay tens of thouſands, have 
* the voracious jaws of death devoured in « 


« creation melt? Did{t thou eſcape the 
« monſter ? what then; how. can we have 
*« leiſure to refle&t upon thy ſingle deliver- if 
* ance, when we call to mind the number Wi 
* of deſpairing captives, who have becn 1: 
« liberated from the dungeons of tyranny! 
« In a word, friend Cracker, if it is through 
« a love for the marvellous thou makeſt {of 


« free with the ſacred name of truth, thou MW 1 
« doſt but abuſe our patience and thine own M!:c 
* time in hunting after ſharks and monſter Sc 
* of the deep; and if thou haſt any other {ions 
*« motive for fiction than the above, it mul Mou 
« be a motive leſs innocent than what I haveWi-as 
« ſuppoſed, and in that caſe we hold the: Wiob! 
« dangerous to ſociety and agigrics to hu-Wr t 
<4 man nature.” etr 


Here he pole: EN though the lengti 
- al 
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and deliberate ſolemnity of his harangue had 
oiven me time enough, yet I had not Cl 
availed myſelf of it as to colle& my thoughts, 
and prepare myſelf for any kind of defence: 
How to deal with this formal old fellow I 
knew not ; to cudgel him was a ſervice of 
W more danger than I faw fit to engage in, for 
Sc was of athletic limbs and ſtature; to 
We] hallenge him to a gentieman's ſatisfaction, . 
Wcing a Quaker, would have ſubje&ed me to 
Wu vcrſal ridicule : 1 roſe from my chair, took 
Wy hat from the peg, and abruptly quitted 
= c room : Next morning I ſent to cut my 
3 hame out of the club, but behold ! they had 
Wived me that ceremony over-night, and I 
=: once more a new ſet of WP UEANAUTT to 
Fo in {carch of. | 
In this Glitary interim I ſtrove to lighten 
W':ic burthen of time by ſtarting a correſpond- 
WW: with one of our public prints, and” ſo 
Wong as I ſupplied it with anecdotes from the 
Wountry, I may fay without vanity there 
Ws neither fire nor flood, murder, rape nor _ 
obbery wanting to embelliſh it : I broke two 
r three necks at a horſe-race without any 
etriment to the community, and for the 
uſement of my readers drove over blind 
WS. beggars, 
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beggars, drowned drunken farmers, ans 
tolled women with child by .mad bullocks, 
without adding one item to the. bills of mor. 
tality; I made matches without numbe; 
which the regiſter never recorded; I was at 
the ſame time a correſpondent at Bruſſels, 
reſident in Spain, and a traveller at Conſtan- 
'2 tinople, who 'gave ſecret information of al, 
proceedings 1n thoſe ſeveral places, and by 
4 the myſterious ſtile in which I envelopet 
my diſpatches, nobody could fix a falſehood 


the armies were gone into winter quarters, 
which did the Turk no miſchief, and effec- 


tually blaſted me with the compiler, _ | 


i im with the public. | 
| | TT am riow out of buſineſs, aa; if you 
want any thing in my way to enliven you! 


Obſervers, (which give me leave to remarki 
are ſometimes rather of the dulleſt) j {hal v 


be proud to ſerve you, being 
_ Your very humble ſervant, 
at command, 


of 


f 7 CEDTT, Kaz Cracks 


N. B.| 


_-- on my intellgence, till T imprudently fought] 
a battle on the banks of the Danube, aftc: Ml 
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2. I do not want any thing in- Kit 
Cracker's way ; but though I decline the. 
offer of his aſſiſtance, I willingly avail | 
myſelf of the moral of his example. 


- No, XCIV.. 


Aunire Tov mM\n016v, & eddv0v &uTLv G&Xumrev eva 
-  DEMOPHILI SENTENTIA. 


* He, who another's peace annoys, 
«* By the ſame aft his own deſtroys.” 


To Tue OBSERVER. 

= 4 5 I have lived long enough to repent of 
, a fatal propenſity, that has led me to 
ommit many offences, not the leſs irkſome. 
0 my preſent feelings for the ſecrecy with 
WF b1ich I contrived to execute them, and as - 
heſe can now be. no otherwiſe atoned for 
Whan by a frank confeſſion, I have refolved 
Wpon this mode of addrefling myſelf to you. 
'ew people chuſe to diſplay their own cha- 
acters to the world in ſuch colours as I ſhall 
ve to mine, but as I have mangled fo 
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many reputations 1n my time without ; la' 
mercy, I ſhould be the meaneſt of mankind | - 
if I ſpared my own; and being now about Ml 1: 
to ſpeak of a perſon'whom no man loves, : ev 
I may give vent to an acrimony at which WW n 
no man can take offence. .If I have been Wil nm 
troubleſome to others, I am no leſs uncom- W 
fortable to myſelf, and amidſt vexations i to 
without number, the greateſt of all is, that WW ar 
there, 1s not one which oes not origlaaic ; }1 
from myielt, WW»: 
I entered upon life with many advantages : fr1 
natural and acquired; I am indebted to my WF is 
parents for a_liberal education, and to na- WF bs 
_ ture for no contemptible ſhare of talents : WW ti: 
my. propenſities were not ſuch as betrayed W p: 
me into diflipation and extrayagance :- my Wl vw 
mind was habitually of a ſtudious caſt; } : nc 
bad a paſfion for books, and began to col- Wi »: 
le& them at an early-period of my life ; to Ml :i: 
them I devoted the greateſt portion of my : cc 
time, and had my vanity been of a fort to Mi i: 
be contented with the literary credit I had ar 
now acquired, I bad been happy ; but 1 ce 
was ambitious. of convincing the world, 1 
was not the idle owner of weapons which Nc 
I did not ke the ule of ; 1 ſeized every pr 


lat 
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ſafe opportunity of making my pretenfions 
reſpected by. ſuch dabblers in the belles 
lettres who paid court to me, and as I was 
ever cautious of ſtepping an inch beyond 
my tether'on- theſe occaſions, 1 ſoon found 
myſelf. credited: for more learning than my 
real ſtock amounted to. Irecerved all vitt- 
tors in-my library, affe&ted a ſtudious air, 
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Ss and took care to furmſh my table with vo- 
WT Jumes of a ſele& fort : upon theſe I was 
WE n | : 
Ws prepared to deſcant, if by chance a curious 


A abt 
F803 


friend took up any one of them, and as there 

is little: fame to be got by treading in the 

beaten track: of popular opinion, I ſome- 

times -took the liberty to be eccentric and 

paradoxical 1n'.my criticiſms and cayils, 

which gained me great reſpe& from the 1g- 

r.orant, (for upon tuch only I took care to 

practiſe this chicanery) ſo that in a ſhort 

time I became a ſovereign dictator within a 
certain ſet, who looked 'up to me for {ſecond- 
hand opinions in all matters of literary taſte, 
and faw myſelf inaugurated by my flatterers 

cenſor of all new publications. 

My trumpeters' had now made ſuch a 
noiſe in the world, that I began to be in 
great requeſt, and mea of real literature laid 
E 4 - - out 
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out for my acquaintance ; but hens I acted 
with. a .coldnefs, that was in me conſtitu- 
tional . as well as prudential ; I was re- 
ſolyed. not to riſk my laurels, and throw 
away the fruits of a _triurhph fo cheaply 
purchaſed: ſolicitations, that would have 
flattered others, only alarmed me ; ſuch 
was not the ſociety I delighted in ; againſt 
ſuch attacks I entrenched myſelf with the 
moſt jealous caution ; If however by acci- 
dent I was drawn out of my faſtnefſes, and 
trapped. unawares into an. ambuſcade ot 
wicked wits, 1 armed myſelf to meet them 
with a triple tier of ſmiles; I primed my 
lips with ſuch a ready charge of flattery, 
that when I had once engaged them in the 
- pleaſing contemplation of their own merits, 
they were feldom diſpoſed to. ſcrutinize into 
mine, and thus in general I contrived to. 
efcape undetected. _ Though it was no eaſy 
matter to extort an opinion from me in ſuch 
companies, yet fometimes I was unavoid- 
ably entangled in converſatian, and then [L 
was forced to have . recourſe to'all my ad- WW 
dreſs ; happily my features were habituated W 
| to a {mile of the moſt, conyertible fort, for M 
it would anſwer the. -pvtpoſes: of affeted 


| humility 
i. 4 
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humility as well as thoſe of a&tual contempt, 
to which in' truth it was more congenial : 
my opinion, therefore, upon any point of 
controverſy flattered both parties and be- 
friended neither ; it was calculated to im-- 
preſs the company with an idea that I knew- 
much more than I profeſt to know ; it was 
in ſhort ſo infinuating, , ſo ſubmitted, ſo - 
heſitating, that a man muſt have had the 
heart of Nero to have proſecuted a being 
ſo abſolutely inoffenfive : but theſe ſacrifices 
coſt me dear, for they were foreign to my 
nature, and, as I hated my ſuperiors, Tavoid- 
2& their ſociety: - 

Having ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed myſelf 
as a critic, I now began to meditate ſome. 
ſecret attempts as an author 5 but in theſe _ 
the ſame caution attended me, and my per-. 
= formances did not riſe above a little ſonnet, 
= or a parody, which I circulated through 4. 
= tv hands without a name, prepared to diſ- 
ayow it, if it was not applauded. to my 
wiſhes: I alſo wrote occaſional eflays and 
paragraphs for the Public prints, by way oof [; 
trying my talents in various kinds of ſtile ; | 
dy theſe experiments I acquired a certain 
aacllity of imitating other people's manner 
0: and 
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and diſguifing my-own, and fo far my point 
was gained ;/but as for the ſecret ſatisfaCtion ] 
half promiſed myſelf in hearing my produc- 
_ tions applauded, of that I was altogether dif- 
appointed; for though Itried both praiſe and 
difpraiſe forthe purpoſe of bringing them into: 
notice, I never had the pleaſure to be contra- 
dicted by any man in the latter caſe, or ſe- 
 conded by a hving foul in the former : I had 
_ circulated a little poem, which coſt me ſome 
pains, and as I had been flattered with the 
applauſe it gained from ſeveral of its readers, 
I put it one evening m miy- pocket, and 
went to the houſe of a certain perſon, who: 
was much reſorted to by men of genius: 
an opportunity luckily offered for producing 
my manuſcript, which I- was prepared to- 
 avow as ſoon as the company preſent had 
exven ſentence in its favour: it was put into 
the hands of a dramatic author'of ſome ce- 
lebrity, who read it aloud, and in a man- 
_neras1I thought that clearly anticipated his 
_ diſguſt : as ſoon therefore as he had finiſhed 


' it, and demanded of me if I knew the author, 


I had no heſitation to declare that I did not. 


—Then''I prefutne; 'rgoined he, it is no 


; offerive: to fay” I ag the mereſt traſh 1 
ever 
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ever read—None in life, I replied, and 
from that moment held him 1n everlafting 


hatred. - 


Diſulted. with: the word, 1 now o begar 
to dip.my pen in, gall, and as ſoon as I had 


fingled out a proper object for my ſpleen, I 


looked round him for his weak. ſide, where 
I could place a blow to beſt. effect, and 
wound him unduſcoyered : the author above- 
mentioned had a full ſhare of my attention ; 


| he was an irritable man, and I have ſeen 


him agonized with the pain, which my very 
ſhafts had given him, whulſt I was foremoſt. 
to arraign the ſcurrility of the age, and en- 


courage hin to diſregard it : the praftice I 


had been 1n of maſking my ſtile facilitated 
my attacks upot every. body, who either 
moved my enyy or proyoked my ſpleen. 
The meaneſt of all paſſions had now taken 
entire poſſeſſion of my heart, and I ſurren- 
dered myſelf to-1t without a ſtruggle : ſtill 
there was a conſciouſneſs about mz, that ſunk 
me 1n my own eſteem, and when I met the 


eye of a man whom Lhad ſecretly defamed, 


I felt! abaſhed ; ſociety became painful to 
me; and I ſhrunk-into retirement, for my ſelf- 
eſteem Was. Hoſt: though I had gratified my 

$2 of | malice, 
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malice; T had deſtroyed my comfort ; I now 
contemplated mylelt a ſolitary being, at the 
very moment when I had every requiſite 
of fortune, health and endowments, to have 
recommended me to the world, and to 
. thoſe tender ties and engagements which 


are natural to man, and conſtitute his belt . 


cnjoyments. 

The folitude TI reſorted to, made. me 
every day more morole, and ſupplied me 
with refle&ions that rendered me intoler- 
able to myſelf and unfit for ſociety. I had 


reaſon to apprehend, in, ſpite of all my _ 


caution, that I was now narrowly watched, 
and that ſtrong ſuſpicions were taken up 
againſt me ; when as I was feaſting my jaun- 
' diced eye one morning with a certain newſ- 
| paper, which I was 1n the habit of employing 
as the vehicle of my venom, I was ſtartled at 


diſcovering myſelf conſpicuouſly pointed out 


in an angry column as a cowardly defamer, 
and menaced with perſonal chaſtiſement, as 
ſoon as ever proofs could be obtained againſt 
me : and this threatening denunciation evi- 
dently came from the very author, who had 


unknowingly given me ſuch umbrage when. 


he recited my poem, 


The 


< 
4 x 
A 1 
"=s 
pr”, 
"I 
—_— 
& 
os 
1 'Y 
I'a 
" 
3) 
&>. 
— x 
ho 
7 
46.4 
; 
a3 
= 
»3 
* _ 
4 
+2KE 
C- FP 
"2 + 
a, 
" . 
4 
-\ 
©. 
©Y%. 
4 +. 
aE 
= 
= 
> 
" LN 
qo 
Kee, <7 
ps” 
Lal 
pe” 
"5 
: 
hn 
* 
s 
d 
b 


No. FR THE. OBSERVER. Vs. 


The ſight of this reſentful paragraph was- 
like an arrow to my brain: habituated to , 
ſkirmiſh only behind entrenchments, I was ill 
prepared to turn into the open field, and had. 5 
never put the queſtion to my heart; how it 
was provided for the emergency :. In early 
life T had”. not any reaſon. to ſuſpect my 
courage,. nay it was rather forward to meet 
occaſions in. thoſe days of innocence; but 
the meanneſs F had lately funk into, had 
ſapped every manly principle of my nature, 
and I. now diſcovered to my ſorrow, that in 
taking up the lurking malice. of an aſſaſſin, 
| had loſt the gallant ſpirit of a gentle- 
man. _ | | 

There was {till one alleviation to my ter- 
WE rors : it {o chanced that I was not the au- 
2 thor of the particular libel which my ac- 
cur had imputed to me: 'and though I 
Wd been father of a thouſand others, I felt 
2 myſelf ſupported by truth in almoſt the only 
_c.rge, againit which I could have fairly 
W-ppcaled to it. It ſeemed to me therefore 
-viſcable to loſe no_ time in diſculpating 
E | yſelf from the accuſation, yet to ſeek an 
WT tcrview with this iraſcible nian was a fer- 
Wc of ſome danger : chance threw the 
| opportunity 
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opportunity in my way, which I had pro- 
bably elſe wanted fpirit to invite ; I accoſt- 
ed him with all imaginable civility, and 
made the ſtrongeſt aſſeverations of my inno- _ 
cence : whether I did this with a fervility 
that might aggravate his ſuſpicion, or that 
he had others impreffed upon him beſides 
thoſe I was labouring to remove, fo it was, 
that he treated all I ſaid with the moſt 
contemptuous incredulity, and elevated his 
voice to a tone that petrified me with fear, 
| bade me avoid his fight, threatening me 
both by words and actions in a manner too 
humilating to relate. 

« Alas! can words expreſs my frelings ? 
Is there a being more wretched than myſelf? 
to be friendleſs, an exile from ſociety, and at 
enmity with myſelf, is a ſituation deplorable 
.1n the extreme : let what I have now written 
be made public; if I could believe my 
ſhame would be turned to others profit, it 
might perhaps become lefs painful to my- 
ſelf; if men want other motives 'to divert 
them from defamation, than what their own 
| hearts ſupply, let them turn” to my ex- 
ample, and if they will not be reaſoned, 

p let 
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S lt them be frightened out of their pro- 
penſity. » h 
E am, Sir, &c. 

Warter Wormwoop. 


The caſe of this correſpondent is a melan- 
choly one, and [ have admitted his letter, 
becauſe I do not doubt the prefent good 
motives of the writer ; but I ſhalt not eaſily 
yield a place 1n theſe effays to charaGters fo 
diſguſting, and repreſentations ſo derogatory 
to human nature. The hiſtorians of the 
day, who profels to give us intelligence of 
W what is paſſing in the world; ought not to 
be condemned, if they ſometimes make a 
4 little free with our foibles and our follies ; 
but downright libels are grown too danger- - 
ous, and ſcurrility is become too dull to find 
a market ;- the pillory 1s a great reformer. 
The detail of a court drawing-room, though 
= 20t very edifying, 1s perfectly inoffenſive ; 
= : lady cannot greatly complain of the liberty 
= of the preſs, if it is contented with the 
humble taſk of celebrating the workman- 
{hp of her mantua-maker : as for ſuch 
inveterate malice, as my correſpondent 
Wormwocd deſcribes, I flatter myſelf it 18 

| | very 
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very. rarely to. be found: I. can only ſay, tha 
though I have often heard of 1t 1n converſa- 
tion, and read,of it in books, I. do:not-meet 
in human nature originals fo ſtrongly fea- 
tured as their paintings: amongſt a ſmall 
colleftion of ſonnets in manuſcript, deſcrip- 
tive of the human paſſions, which has fallen 
into my hands,. the following lines upon. 
Emvy, as coinciding with my. tubjec, thall 
conchude. this Paper. 


ENPLY.- 


.* Oh !'never let me ſee that ſhape again,'. 

« Exile me rather to-ſome ſavage den, 

_ «Far from the ſocial. haunts of men ! ' 
« Forible phantom,.-pale it was as death, . 
« Conſumption fed upon its meager cheeks 
« And ever as the fiend eſſay'd to ſpeak, .. 
«© Preadfully ſteam'd it's peſtilential breath. 

« Fang?'d like the wolf-it was, and all as gaunt, 
« And ſtill it prowPd around us and around, . 
« Rolling its ſquinting eyes aſkaunt, - 

« Wherever human happineſs was found. 

_ & Furious thereat, the ſelf-tormenting ſprite” 
© Drew forth an aſp,. and (terrible to fight) - 

* To its left pap the envenom'd reptile preſt, 
 & Whichgnaw'd and worm'd i into its s tortur'd breaſt 


« 'The aafointt ſuicide ith pain of 
*% Writh'd to and fro, and yell'd amain ; 
" «© And 


No.gg. THE OBSERVER 3g 


& And then with hollow;, dying cadence cries—- 
« It is not of this aſp that Envy dies ; 

« Tis not this reptile's tooth that gives the ſmartz 
& Tis others happineſs, that gnaws my heart,'” 


No. XCV. 


Facilitas Anima ad partem fiultitie rapit.. 
 (v, 8YRVS,} 


To Tux OBSERVER, 


© IR, 7 
7 az antient family of the Saplings, 
whereof your humble ſervant is the 
Y unworthy repreſentative, has been for many ' 
generations diſtinguiſhed for a certain plia- 
bility of temper, which with ſome people 
W pafles for good humour, and by others 1s 
called weakneſs; but however the world 
may differ in deſcribing it, there ſeems a 
general agreement in the manner of making 
ule of it. | 
3 Our family eſtate, though far from con= 
I | temptible, is is conſiderably reduced from its 
oy anticat {plendor, not only- by an unlucky. 
tumble 
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tumble that my grandfather Sir Paul got in 
the famous Miſh flippi ſcheme, but alſo va- 
rious lofles, bad debts, and incautious ſecuri- 
ties, which have fallen heavy upon the purſes 
of my predeceflors at different times ; but as 
every man muſt pay for his good character, 
I dare ſay they did not repent of their pur- 
chaſe, and for my part it is a refle&tion that 
never gives imeany diſturbance. This afore- 
ſad grandfather of mine,was ſuppoſed to have 
furniſhed Congreve with the hint for his cha- 
racter of Sir Paul. Pliant, at leaſt it hath 
been ſo whiſpered to me very frequently by 
my aunt Jemima, who was a-great collector 


_ of family anecdotes; and, to ſpeak the 


truth, I am not totally without ſuſpicion, 
that a certain ingenious author, lately de- 
ceaſed, had an eye towards my-infignificant 
felf in the dramatic WOErene on his Good 
natured Ma, 

Though I ſcorn the notion of fotting my- 
ſelf off to the public and you by panegyTrics 
of my own penning, {as the manner of ſome 
is) yet I may truly ſay without boaſting, 
that I had the character at ſchool of being 
the very beſt fag that ever came into it; and 
this ] believe every gentleman, who was my 
contemporary 
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| contemporary at efminfter, will do me the 
S juſtice to acknowledge : 1t was a reputation 
I confeſs that 1 did not earn for nothing, for 
whilſt I worked the clothes off my back, and 
the ſkin off my bones in ſcouting upon 
every body's errands, I was pummeled to 
1 mummy by the boys, fiewed up by 
the uſhers, flead alive by the maſters, 
and reported for an incorrigible dunce at 
my book ; a report whuch, under correction, 
| muſt think had ſome degree of injuſtice 
in it, as it was impoſſible for me to 
WT lcarn a book I was never allowed to open : 
| In this period of my education I took little 
food and leſs ſleep, ſo that whilſt I ſhot up 
in ſtature after the manner of my progemt- 
tors, who were a tall race of men, I grew as 
gaunt as a greyhound ; but having abundant- 
ly more ſpirit than ſtrength, and being voted 
by the great boys to be what is called re 
game, I was ſingled out as a kind of trial-cock, 
and pitted againſt every new comer to make 
proot of his bottom in fair fighting, though 
I may fafely ſay I never turned out upon 
_ - quarrel of my own making. in all my life, 
__ Notwithſtanding all theſe honours, which 
_  btain<d from my colleagues, I will not- 
= attempt 


_ long as he laſted, which indeed was only ti! 
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attempt to diſguiſe from you that T leſt 
the ſchool in diſgrace, being expelled by 


_ the ,maſter, when head of my boarding 


houſe, for not ſupporting my authority over 
the petty boys belonging to it, who, I muſ! 
confeſs, were juſt then not in the moſt or- 
derly and correct ſtate of diſcipline. 

My father, whoſe maxim it was never to 
let trifles vex him, received me with all the 
good humour 1n life, and admitted me of 
the univerſity of Oxford : here I was over- 
joyed to find, that the affair of, the expulſion 
was ſo far from having prejudiced my con- 


temporanes againſt me, that I was reſorted 


to by numbers whoſe time hung upon their 


hands,, and my. rooms became the rendez- iſ 
vous of all the loungers 1n the college : few. 


or no ſchemes were ſet on-foot without me, 


and 1f-a looſe guinea or two was wanted 


for the purpoſe, every body knew where to 
have it ;: I was allowed a: horſe for my 
health's fake, which was rather delicate, but 
I cannot ſay my health was much the bet- 


ter for him, as I never mounted his back. 
above once or twice, whilſt my friends kept. 


him 1n- exerciſe morning and evening, as 


the 
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= tlc hunting ſeaſon ſet in, when the currier 
Ws 11d his hide, and his fleſh went to the ken- 

nel. I muſt own I did not excel in any of 
my academical exerciſes, ſave that of cir- 
cumambulating the colleges and public 
buildings with ſtrangers, who came to gaze. 
about them for curioſity's ſake; in this 
branch of learning 1 gained ſuch general re- 
putation, as to be honoured with the title of 

WW Keefer of the Lions : neither will I diſguiſe 
og the frequent jobations 1 incurred for negle&t 

W-of college duties, and 'particularly for non- 
WE 2ttcndance at chapel, but in this T ſhould 
WT not perhaps have been thought ſo repre- 
a hcnfible, had it been known that my fur- 
WT plice never failed to be there, though I had 
W rarely the credit of bearing it company. 

= My mother died of a cold ſhe caught by 
W:attcnding ſome young ladies: on a water- 
WT party before 1 had been'a month .in the 
World ; and my father never married again, 
WE having promiſed her on her death-bed not 
Wo bring a ſtep-dame into his family whilſt 
WF ſurvived: 1 had the misfortune to Joſe 
_n when I was in my_twenty-ſecond year ; 
= got his death at a country canvaſs for 
FF Fong Oker, a very obliging grntleniany 
and 


4+} 
: 
\'h 

i 

4 

} 

) 

| 

; 

f 


-wanted to be out of livery, the {cullion de- 


lors ; ſome advited me_ to! buy horſes: they i 


_ wanted to-buy ::a lady of great taſte fell in 
| love with two-or three of my'beſt cos for 
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and nearly related to our family : I attend- E: VC} 


 <d my father's corpſe to the grave, on which . BY: 
melancholy occaſion fuch were the lamenta- Wc: 


tions and bewailings of all the ſervants in WW <1, 
the houſe, that 1 thought it but a proper AW lay 
return for their affe&ion to. his memory, to MW tra; 
prove myſelf as kind a maſter by continu- figl 


ing them .in their ſeveral employs : this i oro 
however was [not altogether what they WT tor 


meant, as I was ſoon convinced every one 
amongſt them had a remonſtrance to make, the; 
and a new demand . to prefer : the buticr Wra! 
would have' better perquiſites, the footman -I ther 
IN 
22! 
Wo it 


= pcr 


manded tea-money, and: the cook murmur- 
ed about kitchen-{tuff. > 

Though I was now a ſingle Pr in the WWrcalc 
world, my. friends and neighbours kindly Z from 
took care I ſhould not be a ſolitary one! | £ ho! 
was young indeed, and of ſmall experience WP lit 
in the world, but'I had plenty of coun{e- WWhan 
am 
Wn 
_ WP 
oo $ 


wanted to fell, others to ſell horſes they 


their colour ; \they were upon her lawn the 


next Cay: a gentleman of extraordinar) 
| Vert 
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S --;/1e diſcovered a picture or two in my col- 
S 1:&ion, that exactly fitted his pannels : an 
eminent improver, whom every body de- 
clared to be the firſt genius of the age for 
laying out grounds, had taken meaſures for 
tranſporting my garden a mile out of my 
fight, and floating my richeſt meadow 
orounds with a lake of muddy water : as 
WT tor my manſion and 1ts appendages, I am 
W perſuaded I could never have kept them in 
W their places, had it not been that the feve- 
ral projectors, who all united 1n pulling 
Wt hem .down, could never rightly agree in 
Wwhat particular {pot to build them up 
W:cain: one kind friend .complimented me 
> with the firſt refuſal of a muſtreſs, whom for 
WW: caſons of cconomy he was obliged to part 
from; and a neighbouring gentlewoman, 
Whoſe daughter had perbaps ſtuck on hand 
} little longer. than was convenient, more | 
than hinted to me that Mifſs_ had every re- 
WW uifite in life to: make the married ſtate per- 
; E: ectly happy. +» | 
b In juſtice however to my own. diſcre- 
= 10n, let me ſay, that 1 was not haſtily ſur- 
W:izcd into a ſerious meaſure by this 
2 atter overture, nor did I aſk the young 
n: oh s hand in MarTlage, till 1 was verily per- 
ſuaded, 


_ 


- __ _ ” b Aj - 
* a —_ #5 wie —— de wx "3: — "12 Jaw ot 


ſuaded, by her exceſſive fondneſs, that 
there were no other means to ſave her litc. 


Paſſion before our marriage, that gave ſom: 
Jhock to her intelle&s, or from what other 


<auſle 1t might proceed, I know not, certain 


carne ſubjeft to very odd whims and ca- 


-mours, yet I was ſeldom fortunate enough MP+"": 


- I could not always comprehend the prin-wll 
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Now whether 1t was the violence of her 


however it 1s, that after marriage ſhe be- 


prices; and though I made it a point df 
humanity never to thwart her. in theſe liu- 


to pleaſe her; ſo that, had I not been fur: Wi 
to demonſtration that love for me was the 
cauſe and origin of them all, I might haveWi 
been ſo deceived by appearances as to have 
imputed them to averſion. She was in th:Wil 
habit of deciding upon almoſt every actionini 
her life by the interpretation of her-dreams, in 
which I cannot doubt her great ſkill, thougil 


ciples on which ſhe applied it ; ſhe ner 
failed, as ſoon as winter ſet in, to dream of 
going to London, and our journey as ce! 
tainly ſucceeded. TI remember upon our a 
rival there the firſt year aft& our marriag:Wi 
"ſhe dreamt of a new coach, and at the fan 
time put the ſervants. in new liveries, tht 
SOR. Wd \._ colout 


- 
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Wcolours and pattern of which were circum- 
W {tantially revealed to her in fleep: ſome- 
Wtimes, (dear creature !) ſhe dreamt of win-. 
E ning large ſums at cards, but I am apt to 
Wt hink thoſe dreams were of the ſort, which 
: ſhould have been interpreted by their con- 
W caries : ſhe was not a little fond of running 
W\tcr conjurors and deaf and dumb fortune- 
Wcllers, who dealt in figures and caſt nativi- 
: ies; and when we were 1n the country my 
Warns and outhouſes were haunted with 
Wy pics and vagabonds, who made fad ha- 
Wc with our pigs and poultry : of ghoſts 
Wnd cvil ſpirits ſhe had ſuch terror, that 1 
Was fain to keep a chaplain in my houſe to 
W-orciſe the chambers, and when buſineſs 
Wd me from home, the good man con- 
Wc iccnded fo far to her fears, as to ſleep Tot 
little cloſet within her call in caſe ſhe was. 
Wgoubled in the night ; and I.muſt fay this 
Is . A : - 
=P my friend, that if there is: any truſt to 
WE put in fleſh and blood, he was a match for 
WP beſt ſpirit that ever walked: ſhe had all 
- cnſibility in life towards omens and prog- 
Pics, and though I guarded every motion. - 

d action that might give any poſſible alarm 
her, yet my unhappy awkwardneſles were - 
Vor, IV, es always 
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always boding ll luck, and I had the pricf 
of heart to hear her declare in her laſt mo. 
ments, that a capital overſight I had been 
guilty of in handing to her a candle with an 
enormous winding-ſheet appending to it, 
was the immediate occaſion of her death and 
my irreparable misfortune. 

My ſecond wife I married in mere charity 
and compaſſion, becauſe a young fellow, 
whom ſhe was engaged to, had played her 
2a baſe trick by ſcandalouſly breaking off M 
the match, when the wedding clothes were 


bought, the day appointed for the wedding, WW « 
and myſelf invited to 1t. Such tranſactions - 6 
ever appeared ſhocking to me, and therefore Wi <« 
to make up her loſs to her as well as I was WA <« 
able, I put myſelf to extraordinary charges i <« 
for providing her with every thing hand- Wy < 
ſome upon our marriage : ſhe was a fine © 
woman, loved ſhew, and was particularly {WW 
fond of diſplaying herſelf in public places, 

Where ſhe had an opportunity of meeting of 


and mortifying the young man, who hal ll 
behaved fo ill to her : ſhe took this reveng: Wl 
againſt him ſo often, that one day to .my 
_ great ſurprize I diſcovered that ſhe hal 

cloped from me and fairly gone off witi Wl 
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W jim. There was ſomething ſo unhand- 
{ome, as I thought, in this proceeding, that 
I ſhould probably have taken legal meaſures 
for redreſs, as in like caſes other huſbands 
have done, had I not been diverted from 
my purpoſe by a very civil note from the 
gentleman himſelf, wherein he fays—< That 
« being a younger ſon of little or no for- 
«© tune, he hopes I am too much of a gen- 
« tleman to think of reſorting to the vexa- 
« tious meaſures of the law for revenging 
« myſelf upon him ; and, as a proof of his 
« readineſs to make me all the reparation 
«* in his power in an honourable way, he 
« begs leave to inform me, that he ſhall 
« moſt reſpetfully attend upon me with 
« either ſword or piſtols, or with both, 
* whenever I ſhall be pleaſed to lay my 
* commands upon him -for a meeting, and 
* appoint the hour and place.” 
= Aſftcr ſuch atonement on the part of the 
WW offender, I could no longer harbour any 
Wy: boughts of a divorce, eſpecially as my young- 
; er brother the parſon has heirs to continue 
Et 1c tamulyy and ſeems to think ſo entirely with 
e1n the buſineſs, that I have determined 
0 drop it altogether, and give the parties no 
EDS: further 
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further moleſtation; for, as my brother. very 
properly obſerves, it 1s the part of a chriſtian 
to forget and to forgive; and in truth I ſee 
no reaſon why I ſhould diſturb them in their 
enjoyments, or return evil for good to an 
obliging gentleman, who has taken a taſk of 
trouble off my hands, and ſet me at my eafc 
for the reſt of my days; in which tranquil and 
contented ſtate of mind, as becomes a man, i ( 
whoſe inheritance 1s philanthropy, and whoſe 
mother's muJk hath been the milk of human Wi 
kindneſs, I remain in all brotherly charity 
and good will, * 
Your's and the world's friend, 
SIMON SAPLING. 


No. 96, 
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Quis ſcit an adjiciant hodierne craſtina ſumme. 
Tempora Dii Superi ? (HORAT.) 


T* -MORROW is the day, which procraſti- 

_ * nation always promiſes to employ and 
never overtakes: My correſpondent Tow 
Tortoiſe, whoſe letter I ſhall now lay horn 
wt the 
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the public, ſees to have made theſe pro- 
miſes and broken them as often as moſt 
men, 


To rnt OBSERVER. 


[ have been reſolving to write to thee 
every morning for theſe two months, but 
ſomething or other has always come athwart 
SS my reſolution to put it by. In the firſt place 
WS I ſhould have told thee that aunt Gertrude 
« Wy was taken grievouſly fick, and had a mighty 
Wy ccfire to ſee thee upon affairs of conle- 

W quence, but as I was in daily hopes ſhe 
; would mend and be able to write to thee 
Wherſclf, (for every body you know under- 
Wands their own buſineſs beſt) I thought I 
{ : would wait til ſhe got well enough to tell 
W:cr own ſtory ; but alas ! ſhe dwindled and 
f dwindled away till. ſhe died ; fo, if ſhe had 
W-ny ſecrets they are buried with her, and 
Wt here's an end of that matter. 
Another thing I would fain have written 
to thee about, was to enquire into the cha- 
4 atter of a fellow, one John Jenkyns, who 
ad ſerved a friend of thine, Sir Theodore 
= Chimble, as his houſe-ſteward, and offered 


F {- 8 himſelf 
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' made off with a pretty round ſum of Ml 


| 1s come from Oxford, and a ſtrapping fin WG 


who has only kept his firſt term and not 3 


approve of, for I recolle&ed the op:nion you 3 : 
' gave upon this ſubje&t when laſt here, an 


and willed me to write to you on the matter; l: 


himſelf to me in the ſame capacity : But i R 
this was only my own affair do you ſee, {o I iq 
put it by from day to day, and in the mean {WW cc 
time took the raſcal upon his word with- Ml 
out a character : But if he ever had one, he 
would have loſt it in my ſervice, for he 
plundered me without mercy, and at laſt 


money, which I have never - been able to 
get any wind of, probably becauſe I never 
took the trouble to make any enquiry. Ml 

I now fit down to let you know ſon Ton 


fellow he is grown of his age: He has «i 
mighty longing to ſet out upon his trav:WF 
to foreign parts, which you muſt know ſeems 3 

to me a very fooliſh conceit in a young lad 


completed his nineteenth year ; ſo I oppolaM 
his whim manfully, which I think you will 


quoted it againſt him : To do him juſtice 6: 
he fairly offered to be ruled by your advice, 


but one thing or other always ſtood in the Y 
Way, and in the mean time came Loy | 
Ramb:M 
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WS Ramble in his way to Dover, and being a 
S great crony of Tom's and very eager for his 
TS company, and no letter coming from you 
3 ; (which indeed I: acquit you of, not having 
WS written to you on the ſubje&t) away the 
W youngſters went together, and probably be- 
ST fore this are upon French ground. Pray 
F : tell me what you think of this trip, which 
Wappears to me but awild-gooſe kind of chace, 
nd if I live till to-morrow I intend to write 
WTom a piece of my mind to that purpoſe, 
þnd give him a few wholeſome hints, which 
—_ had put together for our parting, but 
, ad not time juſt then to communicate to 
1m, 

= | intend very ſhortly to bruſh up your 
-Þ quarters in town, as my ſolicitor writes me 
ord every thing is at a ſtand for want of 
hy appearance : What dilatory doings muſt 
e experience, who have to do with the 
aw | putting off from month to month 
d year to year: I wonder men of bu- 
nels are not aſhamed of themſelves : as 
dr me, I ſhould have been up and amongſt 
em long enough ago, if it' had not been 
dre one thing or another that hampered 
ce about my journey : Horſes are for ever 
"P:'< falling 


_ every thing in thoſe cales : Beſides I ſhould 


. and as fine meadow land as any on my 


| health as well as beauty of our ſituation, 


ready to undertake the job at a very ealy 
 expence, and will complete it in a week, (0 
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falling lame, and farriers are ſuch lazy raf. 
cals, that before one can be cured, another 
cries out; and now I am in daily expecta- 
tion of my favourite brood-mare dropping 
a foal, which I am 1n great hopes wall prove 
a colt, and therefore I cannot be abſent at 
the time, for a maſter's eye you know 1s 


be ſorry to come up in this dripping ſeaſon, i 
and as the parſon has begun praying for fair Wl 
weather, I hope it will ſet in ere long in 
good earneſt, and that it will pleaſe God to 
make it pleaſant travelling. = 
You will be pleaſed to hear that I mean E | 
{oon to make a job of draining the marſh 5 | 
in front of my houſe: Every body allows 
that as ſoon as there is a channel cut to the i 
river, it will-be as dry as a bowling-green, 


eſtate : It will alfo add conſiderably to the 


for at preſent *tis a grievous eye-ſore, and Bi 
fills us with fogs and foul air at ſuch a rate, 
that I have had my whole family down with 
the ague all this ſpring : Here 1s a fellow 


that 
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that it will ſoon be Cone when once begun ; ; 
therefore you ſee I need not hurry myſelf for 
ſetting about -it, but wait till leifure and 
opportunity ſuit. 

I am ſorry I can ſend you no better news 
of your old friend the vicar; he is ſadly | 
out of ſorts: You. muſt know the incum- _ þ 
bent of S/ozo-in-the-Wilds died ſome time _ |} 
ago, and as the hving lies ſo handy to my $Z 
own pariſh I had always intended 1t for our 
friend, and had promiſed him again and 
again : When behold ! time flipt away un- 
perceived, and in came my lord biſhop of 
the dioceſe with a parlon of his own, ready 
cut and dried, and claimed it as a hapſed 
living, when it has been mine. and my 
anceſtors any time theie five hundred years 
tor aught I know; If theſe are not nimble 
doings I know not what are : Egad ! a man 
need have all his eyes about him, that has 
to do with theſe biſhops. IF I had been 
aware of ſuch a trick being played me, 
I would have hoiſted the honeſt vicar into F 
the pulpit, before the old parſon who is dead | 
WT 22d gone had been nailed in his coffin ; for | 
20 man lovesleſs tobe taken napping (as they 
£211 it) than I do andas tor the poor vicar*tis 

| i £2 _ ſurpriſing | þ 
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ſurpriſing to ſee how he takes to heart the 
diſappointment ; whereas I tell him he has 
nothing for it but to outlive the young fel. 
low who has jumped into his ſhoes, and 
then let us ſee if any biſhop ſhall jockey us 
with the like jade's trick for the future. 

. I have now only to requeſt you will fend 
me down a new almanack, for the year wears 
out apace, and I am terribly puzzled for 
want of knowing how 1t goes, and I love 
to be regular. If there is any thing I can 
| do for you in theſe parts, pray employ me, 
for I flatter myſelf you believe no man 
living would go further, or more readily 
fly to do you ſervice than your's to com: 
mand, 

| Thomas TorToOIsE, 


Alas ! though the wiſe men in all age 
| have been calling out as it were with one 
voice for us 70 know ourſelves, it is a voic WM 
that has not yet reached the ears or under- ; 
ſtanding of my correſpondent 'Tom Tortoiſe. Wi 
| Somebody or other hath left us anoth«! Bl 
good maxim, never to put off till to-morri® _ 
zhat we can do to-day — Whether he WB 
indeed a wiſe man, who firſt broached th 
maxim 
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maxim, I'll not take on myſelf to pronounce, 
but I am apt to think he would be no fool 
who obſerved it. 

If all the reſolutions, promiſes and en- 
gagements of 'To-day, that lie over for To- 
morrow, were to be ſummed up and poſted 
by items, what a cumbrous load of procraſ- 
tinations would be transferred in the mud- 
night crifis of a moment ! Something per- 
haps like the following might be the outline 
of the deed, by which To-day might will 
and deviſe the foreſaid contingencies to its 
heir and ſucceſſor. 

« Conſcious. that my exiſtence is draw- 
«* ing to its cloſe, I hereby deviſe and make 
* over to my natural heir and ſucceflor, all 
* my right and title in thoſe many yows, 
« promiſes and obligations, which have 
* been ſo liberally made to me by ſundry 

= © perſons in my lifetime, but which till re- 
SS © mained unfulfilled on their part, and ftand 
A © out againſt them ; But at the ſame time 
* that I am heartily deſirous all engage- 
** ments, fair and lawful in their nature, may 
* be punCtually complied with, I do moſt 
= willingly cancel all ſuch as are of a con- 
+ trary deſcription ; hereby releaſing and 
_ _ F6 *<« diſcharging 
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* performance of which eyil might enſue to 
_ * themſelves, and wrong or violence be done 


” If curity. 


_ « thoſe free livers and profeſt voluptuaries, 
_ © who have waſted the hours of my exiſtence 
_ « jn riot and debauchery, may be made to 


wg diſcharging all manner of perſons, who 
* have bound themſelves to me under raſh i 
« and inconſiderate reſolutions, from the il « 


« ſociety. 

<« In the firſt place I defire my. faid heir 
<« and ſucceſſor will call in all thoſe debts 
«* of conſcience, which have been incurred 
« by, and are due from, certain defaulters, 
* who ſtand pledged to repentance and 
« atonement, of all which immediate pay- 
© ment ought in juſtice and diſcretion to be 
« rigoroufly exacted from the ſeveral par- 
« ties, foraſmuch as every hour, by which 
48 they outrun their debt, weakens their {e- 


« Tt is my further will and defire, that all 


 « pay down their lawful quota of fick fto- Wi 
* machs and aching heads, to be levied upon i 
« them ſeverally by poll at the diſcretion of 

© my heir and ſucceſſor, 
* Whereas I am apprized of many dark 


bs © denlings and malicious defigns now 1 
; | « aFtual 
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« a&tual execution, to the great annoyance 
« of ſociety and good-fellowlhip, I earneftly 
« recommend the detection of all ſuch evil- 
« minded perſons with To-morrow's light, 
« heartily hoping they will meet their due 
« ſhame, puniſhment and diſappointment : 
« And I ſincerely wiſh that every honeſt 
« man, who hath this niglit gone to reſt with 
| « a good reputation, may not be deprived 
| « of To-morrow's repole by any baſe ef- 
* forts, which Slander, who works in the 
* dark, may conjure up to take it from 
« him. 
« It is with fingular ſatisfaction T. have 
« been made privy to ſundry kind and cha- 
SS © ritable benevolences, that have been pri- 
_ - vatcly beſtowed upon the indigent and 
= - diftreſt, without any oftentation or parade 
Wt << on the part of the givers, and I do there- 
* upon ſtrictly enjoin and require a fair and 
« impartial account to be taken of the ſame 
* by. my lawful heir and ſucceſſor, (be the 
* amount what it may) that intereſt for the 
* ſame may be put into immediate courſe of 
v payment ; whereby the parties ſo intitled 
__ may enjoy, as in juſtice they ought to do, 
4! thoſe. comforts, bleſſings and rewards, 
* * which 
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.* expected by any who received them, then 


 < oye the greateſt of all human bleſſings— 
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*« which talents ſo employed are calculated 
* to produce, 

« All promiſes made by men of power to 
* their dependants, and all verbal engage- 
© ments to tradeſmen on the ſcore of bills, 
© that he over for To-morrow, I hereby 
* cancel and acquit ; well aflured they were 
© not meant by thoſe who made them, nor 


* to be made good and fulfilled. 

*« To all gameſters, rakes and revellers, 
* who ſhall be found out-of bed at my de- 
« ceaſe, I bequeath rotten conſtitutions, 
<« reſtleſs thoughts and ſqualid complexions; 
« but to all ſuch regular and induſtrious 
<« people, who riſe with the ſun and care- i 
« fully reſume their honeſt occupations, 1 


<« health of body, peace of mind and length 
< of days. 
__ «« Given under my hand, &c. &c. 


” To-Dar.” 


No.gr. THE OBSERVER. T7 


No. XCVIL. 


To. TE OBSERVER. 
SIR, 


HERE is an old gentleman of my ac- 
" quaintance who annoys me exceedingly 
with his predictions: I have reaſon to be- 
lieve he bears me good wall in the main, and 
does not know to what a degree he actually 
= diſturbs my peace of mind, I would therefore 
= fin put up with his humour if I could; 
= but when he is for ever ringing his knell in 
my ears, he ſometimes provokes me to re- 
tort upon him, oftentimes to laugh at him, 
WT and never fails to put me out of patience or 
WE out of ſpirits. 
= | have read your account of the Dampers 
with great fellow-fecling, and perceive that 
my old gentleman is very deep in that phi- 
lolophy ; but as I unfortunately have very 
little philoſophy of any ſort to ſet againſt it, 
1 find myſelf frequently at his mercy and 
; without defence. 
= 1do not think this proceeds ſo much from 
ny 


rl 


TEE... aa. 


fooliſh vanity to ſeem wiſer than his neigh- 


his obſervations : If I was to put implicit 


than a thief. 
' ple at firſt fight, where a countenance im- 
prefſes me in its favour, for I am apt to 


fancy that honeſty ſets a mark upon 1ts 


human nature, tor which he could hold my 
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any radical vice in his nature, as from a 


a 


bours, and to put. himſelf off for a man 
who knows the world : The fat is he- is an 
old bachelor, lives in abſolute retirement, 
and has i{carcely ſtept out of the precin&s 
of his own v:llage three times in his life ; yet 
he 1s ever telling me of his experience and 
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faith in what he ſays, common honeſty in 
mankind would be a miracle, and happineſs 
a diſappointment ; as for hope, that moon- 
ſhine diet as he calls it, which is fo plenti- 
fully ſerved up in the fanciful repaſts of the 
poets, and which 1s too often the only 
ſtanding diſh at their tables, I ſhould never 
'get a taſte of it; and yet if ruining a mer- 
chant's credit 1s tantamount to robbing him 
of his property, I muſt think the Damper, 
who blaſts my hope, 1s in fact httle better 


ON POR OR ITY 


SOR. Os ger 0 EVO POET C0 us 


1 have a natural prejudice for certain peo- 


owners; there 1s not a weakneſs incident to 


under- 
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underſtanding 1n more ſovereign contempt : 
If I was to be adviied by him, I ſhould not 
truſt my wife out of my fight, for 1t 1s 
1 maxim with him, that no love-matches 
can be happy ; mine was of that fort and 1 
am happy ; {till TI am out of credit with my. 
Damper. I was bound for a relation in pub- 
lic truſt ſome years ago ; there I confeſs his 
augury ſometimes ſtaggered 'me, and he urged 
me with proverbs out of holy writ, which 
I was rather puzzled to parry ; my friend 
however has done well in the world, dif- 
charged his obligation, and repaid it with 
grateful returns ; fill I am out of credit 
with my Damper. 1 inveſted a ſmall ſum 
' 1n a venture to the Eaſt Indies ; he deſcant- 
ed upon the riſque of the ſea; I inſured 
upon the ſhip, he denounced bankruptcy 
againfl the underwriter, the ſhip came 
home, and I doubled the capital of my in- 
veſtment ; ſtill I am out of credit with my 
| Damper, and he ſhakes his head at my 
folly. | 

I can plainly perceive that his predictions 
oftentimes are as troubleſome to himſelf as 
to me; he loſes many a fine morning's walk 
by foreſeeing a change of weather ; he never 
a To goes 
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- Wwe ought to depend upon worldly events in 


_ able expeQation, diſappointment can at 
worſt do no more than remove the meat after 


þ 
a # b 


_ 3 IF oy ns Ea, 
=_ - = tw 


I14 THE OBSERVER. No. 99, 


goes to church becauſe he has had a ſuit with 
the parſon; and part of his eſtate remains 
untenanted, becauſe a farmer ſome time ago 
broke 1n his debt. 

Though I am no philoſopher, IT am not 
ſuch a ſimpleton, as not to know how little 


general ; yet it appears to me that what a 
man has already enjoyed, he can no longer 
be ſaid to depend upon : If therefore I have 
had real pleaſure in any innocent and agree- 


I have made my meal. | 

Though I do not know. how to define 
hope as a metaphyſician, I am inclined to 
ſpeak of it with reſpe&, becauſe I find it 
has been a good friend to me in my life ; it 
has given me a thouſand things, which ma- 
lice and misfortune would have raviſhed 


from me, if I had not fairly worn them out Wn 
before they could lay their fingers upon MiWth: 
| them: Spe paſcit inani—ſays the poet, and iWtw 
_ contradicts himſelf in the ſame breath : for WW”: 
my part, if 1t was not for the fear of ap- int 
no 


pearing paradoxical, I ſhould ſay upon ex- i : 
perience that hope, though called a ſhadov, Wi 
T5 | 6, 
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W is, together with that other phantom death, 
WS the ſole reality beneath the ſun; the un- 
WE faithfulneſs of friends, from whom I had the 
Ws claim of gratitude, can never rob me of 
thoſe pleaſures I enjoyed, when I ſerved 
them, loved them, and confided in them ; 
Ws and, in ſpite of all my friend the Damper 
WS can ſay to the contrary, it is not on my own. 
W account I am ſorry to have thought better 
| s of mankind than they deſerve. 

2 I am, Sir, &c. 

 BENEvoLvUs. 


To Tus OBSERVER. 


SIR, 
= 1 Haves the honour to belong to a club of 
WT gcotlemen of public ſpirit and talents, who 
Wy make it arule to meet every Sunday evening, 
11 a houſe of entertainment behind St. Cle- 


Wy tis metropolis. Our fraternity conſiſts of 
Wt 0 diftint orders, The Dampers and The 

ers; and cach of theſe are again claſſed 
into certain inferior ſubdiviſions. We take 
W-otice that both theſe deſcriptions of per- 
2 lons have in turn been the objects of your 
—_ feeble 


ment's, for the regulation of literature in 
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community ought to be confined ; but as 


_ either to ſcrew them down, or to {crew 


116 THE OBSERVER. Nog; 


feeble raillery ; but I muſt fairly tell you, 
we neither think worſe of ourſelves nor any 
better of you for thoſe attempts. We con. 
{der the republic of letters under obligation 
to us for its very exiſtence, for how could 
it be a republic, unleſs its members were 
kept upon an equality with each other? 
Now this-1s the very thing which our inſti. 
tution profeſies to do. 

We have an ingenious member of our {0- 
ciety, who has invented a machine for this 
purpoſe, which anſwers to admuration : He 
calls it—The Thermometer of Merit : This 
machine he has ſet ina frame, and laid down 
a very accurate ſcale of gradations by the 
ſide of it : One glance of the eye gives every 


degree on this ſcale, and which anſwers to 
temperate on. a common thermometer, 1 
that ſtandard, or common level of merit, to 
which all contemporaries: in the ſame: free 


there will always be ſome eccentric being 
1n nature, who will either ſtart above ſtand: 
ard 'heighth, or drop below it; it is out 
duty by the operation of the daily pre 


- them 


+ 
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: them up, as the cale requires ; : and this 
Y brings me to explain the uſes of the two 
We rand departments of our fraternity : Au- 
WS thors above par fall to. the province of the 
WF Danpers, all below par appertain to the 
WT P:/7rs. The daily preſs being common to 
WI! men, and both the one claſs and the 
= other having open acceſs thereto, we can 
Work cither by forcers or repellers, as we ſee 
Wt ; and I can ſafely afſure you our proceſs 
Wcldom fails in either caſe, when we apply it 
WE imely, and eſpecially to young poets in 
Wt heir vca/-bones, as the faying is : With this 
W'icw we are always upon terms with the 

WT onductors of the faid preſs, who are fully 
W-nſible of the benefits. of our inſtitution, 

4 nd live with us in the mutual inter- 

We ange of friendly offices, like ora: banda K. 
7, Pages 


« Stealing and giving odours, 


As we a& upon none but principles of 
W-ncral juſtice, and hold it right that parts 
Would be made ſubſervient to the whole, 
Wr ſcheme of equalization requires, that 
cordingly as any individual riſes on the 
le, our deprefling powers ſhould counter- 

TT act 


SZ. 
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| a& and balance his aſcending powers : This 
proceſs, as I ſaid before, belongs to the 
Dampers' office, and 1s by them termed pre/- 
ſing an author, or more literally committing 
him to the preſs. This is laid on more or le; 
forcibly, according to his degree of aſcen- 
fion ; in moſt caſes a few turns ſqueeze him 
down to his proper bearing, but this 1s al. 
ways done with reaſonable allowance for the 
natural re-aCtion of elaſtic bodies, ſo that it 
is neceſflary to bring him ſome degrees be. 
low ſtandard, left he ſhould mount above 
1t when the preſs 1s taken off: If by chance | ; 
bis aſcending powers run him up to ſu/try ol 


fever-heat, the Dampers \muſt proportion 


their diſcipline accordingly ; in like manner 
| the Pyffershave toblow an author upby mer 

{trength of lungs, when he is heavy in ballaſt, 
and his ſinking powers fall below the freezinr- ; 
point, as ſometimes happens even to our belt 


friends : In that caſe the Puffers have burſi C 
of applauſe and peals of laughter 1n petto, ip: 


- which, though they never reach vulgar ca 
ſerve his purpoſe effectually—But theſe awM 
ſecrets, which we never reveal but to tl: 
Initiated, and I ſhall conchide by affuring 
you Iam FOwr: $ as you deſerve. | 
Pro BONO PvuBLIC0 
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No. XCVIII. 


| A WRITER of miſcellaneous effays 1s open 
3 to the correſpondence of perſons of all 
3 deſcriptions, and though I think fit to ad- 
E mit the following letter into my colle&tion, 
SI hope my readers will not ſuppoſe I wiſh to 
Wintroduce the writer of it into their com- 
Y pany, or even into my own. 


To Tux OBSERVER, 


SIR, 
= As we hear a great deal of the afflvercs 
WS! this flouriſhing country, and the vaſt 
uantity of /eeping cafh, as it is called, lockt 

WD in vaults and ſtrong boxes, we conceive 
= would be a good deed to waken ſome of 
Ws, and put it into uſe and circulation : we 
Wave therefore aſſociated ourſelves into a pa- 
W'otic fraternity of circulators, commonly 
cd pick-pockets : But with ſorrow we let 
Pu know, that notwithſtanding our beſt en- 
W<avours to put forward the purpoſes of our 
ſutution,and the great charges of providing 

nM ourſelves 
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ourſelves with inſtruments and tools of all 
ſorts for the better furtherance of our buſi. 
neſs, we haveyet hooked uplittle except dirty 
handkerchiets, leathern {nuff-boxes, empty 
purſes and bath-metal watches from the 
pockets of the public; articles theſe, let me 
ſay, that would hardly be received at the 
depot of the patriotic contributors at Paris, Wi 
Are theſe the ſymptoms of a great and i 

wealthy nation ? we bluſh for our country, 
whilſt we are compelled by truth and can- 
dour to reply—They are not. 

As we have a number of pretty article 
on hand, which will not paſs in our trade, 
nothing deters' us from putting them up to 
public cant but the tax our unworthy par-Wi 

lament has laid upon auctions. I ſend you 
two or three papers, which a brother artit i 
angled out of the pocket of a pennileſs gen- 

. tleman the other night at the playhoul{Wi 
door; the one a letter figned Urania, the 
other Gorgon : they can be no uſe to us, vi 
we have nothing to do with Urania's virtue, 
nor ſtand in need of Gorgon to paint ſcenes i 
which we can aCt better thai he deſcribes; 

- neither do we want his effigy of a man unde 
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W: 1c gallows to remind us of what we muſt 
Wi! come to. 
43 Your's, 

CROOK-FINGERED JACK. 


= The letter from Urania breathes the full 
Wpirit of that amiable ambition, which at 
3 preſent ſeems generally to inſpire Our heroines 
WD the ſtage to accept of none but ſhining 
WE hara&ters, and never to preſent themſelves: 
Wo the public but as illuſtrious models of 
Wurity and grace. If virtue be thus capti- 
WHating by reſemblance only, how beautiful 
Wuſt it be in the reality! I cannot how- 
Wcr help pitying the unknown poet, whoſe 
Wopes were daſht with the following rC- 
uk: 


SIR, 


Wy 1 have run my eye over your tragedy, ind 
= bcyond meaſure ſurprized you could- 
A ink of allotting a part to me, which is {0 
iy unamiable. Sir, I neither can, nor 
We! appear in any public character, which 
Wt variance with my private one; and, 
2 1 bave no objection to your ſcene of 
-murder, and flatter myſelf I could do it 
OL, IV. nc - juſtice, 
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zuſtice, yet my mind revolts from ſpilling 
any blood but my own. 
| I confeſs there are many fine paſſages and 
ſome very ſtriking ſituations, that would 
fall to my lot in your drama, but permit me 
to tell you, Sir, that until you can clear up 
the legitimacy of the child, you have been 
pleaſed therein to lay at my door, and wil 
find a father for it, whom I may not bluſh to 
own for a huſband, you muſt never hope for Wi; 
the aſſiſtance of your humble ſervant, 


URANI14 


NE AR ES =_ 


| 
| 
j 


= 
i 
[07 
- 
L 
\ 
_ 
is 
i 


od 2 ba PT "I \ £ I i - 
R ES EE EE ee es ee an 


The other letter 1s addreſſed to the ſame b- det 
unfortunate poet from an artiſt, who ſens. 
to have ſtudied nature in her deformitio Miſh: 
only. WE a 4 tou 


Dear Diſmal, ; 
I wait with impatience to hear of ti: - 
ſucceſs of your tragedy, and in the meu: 
time have worked off a frontiſpiece for ion, 
that you, who have a paſſion for the terrific ip 
will be perfe&tly charmed with, 
| I am ſcandalized when T hear people ior : 
that the fine arts are protected in this cou-pF 1: 


try ; nothing can be further from the trut\_hi 
; | N 
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as I am one amongſt many to witneſs. 

Painting I preſume will not be diſputed to 

be one of the fine arts, and I may fay with- 

out vanity I have ſome pretenſions to rank 

with the beſt of my hrethren in that pro- 
feflion. 
W My firſt ſtudies were carried on in the ca- 

W pital of a certain county, where I was born ; 
W :1] being determined to chuſe a ftriking 
W ſubject for my debut in the branch of por- 

W trait-painting, I perſuaded my grandmother 

Wto fit to me, and Iam bold to ſay there 

Was great merit in my picture, conſi- 

Wdcring it as a maiden production : particu- 

Wlarly in the execution of a hair-mole upon 

Whcr chin, and a wart under her eye, which 1 
Wt ouched to ſuch a nicety, as to make every 
Wody ſtart who caſt their eyes upon the 

Wcanvals. 

There was a little Swarfiſh lad in the pa- 
iſh, who' beſides the deformity of his per- 
gon, had a remarkable hare-lip, which ex- 

WD oſcd to view a broken row of diſcoloured 
ceth, and was indeed a very brilltant ſubje& 
Wor 2 painter of effect : I gave a full-length 
f him, that was executed fo to the life, as 
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lim a man-ape, or Ourong-outong : and 


yet Iflatter myſelf I acquitted myſelf to the 7 
 fatisfaftion of his keeper and did juftice to 


_ a terrific dignity into his features, as wouli 
Not have diſgraced the character of a Ni 


SS 


general notice, which was taken of my pe 
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to turn the ſtomach of every body, who 
looked upon it. 

At this time there came into. our town a 
travelling ſhow-man, who amongſt : other 
curioſities of the ſavage kind brought with 


this perſon, having ſeen and admired my 
portrait of the little hump-backed dwarf 
employed me to: take the figure of his cele- 
brated favage for the purpoſe of diſplaying 
it on the outſide of his booth. Such an 
occaſion of introducing my art into notice, 
ſpurred my genius to extraordinary exet- 
tions, and though 1 muſt premiſe that the 
ſavage was not the beſt fitter in the world, 


the ferocity of my ſubje& : I caught hin. 
in one of his moſt ſtriking attitudes, ſtand-W 

ing erect with a huge club in his -paw : ' 
put every muſcle into play, and threw fucih 


or Caligula, I] was happy _ to obſerve tit | | 


formance by all the _ tolks, who 
ſort 
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W forted to the ſhow, and I believe my em- 
W ployer had no cauſe to repent of having ſet 
me upon the work. 

= The figure of this animal with the club 
We in his paw ſuggeſted a hint to a publican in. 
3 the place of treating his ale-houſe with' a 
WT 1c ſign, and as he had been 1n the ſer-_ 
WT vice of a noble family, who from antient 
Wl time have borne the Bear and ragged /taff for 
W their creſt, he gave me a commiſſion to pro- 
WT vide him with a fign to that effe&t: Though 
WI {parcd no pains to get a real bear to fit to 
WT me for his portrait, my endeavours Þroy- 
Wd abortive, and I was forced to reſort to 
WWuch common prints of that animal as I 
Wcould obtain, and truſted to my imagina- 
Wtion for ſupplying what elſe might be want- 
Wed for the piece: As I worked upon this 
apital deſign in the room where my grand- 
Wnother's portrait was before my eyes, it 
occurred to me to introduce the ſame hair- 
nol into the! whiſkers -of Bruin, which I 
ad fo ſucceſbfully copied from her chin, 
ind certainly: the thought was a happy one, 
or 1t had a pictureſque effe& ; but in doing 
his I was naturally enough, though unde- 
gnedly, betrayed into giving fuch a gene- 
G 3 ral 
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ral reſemblance to the good dame in the ref 
of Bruin's features, that when it came to he 
exhibited on the ſign-poſt all the people 
cried out upon the likeneſs, and a malicious 
rumour ran through the.town, that I had 
painted my grandmother inſtead of the 
bear ; which loſt me the favour of that in- 
dulgent relation, though Heaven knows [ 

| was as innocent of the intention as the 
child unborn. 

'The diſguſt my grandmother aeieed 
againſt her likeneſs with the ragged ftaff 
&$ve me incredible uneaſineſs, and as ſhe 
was a good cuſtomer to the landlord and 
much reſpected 1n the place, he was induced 
to return the bear upon my hands. I am 
now thinking to what uſe [ can turn him, 
and as it occurs to me, that by throwing 1 
little more authority into his features, and 

_ gilding his chain, he might. very poſſibly hut 
the likeneſs of ſome lord mayor of London 
in his fur-gown and gold chain, and make 1 

reſpe&table figure in ſome city hall, I am 
willing to diſpoſe of him to Av ſuch at an 
ealy price. 

As I have alſo — a ſketch of my 


famous Ourong-Outong, - a thought has 
{truck 
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W {truck me that with a few finiſhing touches 
he might eafily be converted into a Ca/ibar 
for the Tempeſt, and, when that 1s done, I 
ſhall not totally deſpair of his obtaining a . 
niche in the Shakſpeare gallery. 
= It has been common with the great ma{- 
= tcrs, Rubens, Y, andyke, Sir Fofhua Reynolds 
WT 2nd others, when they paint a warrior, or 
WE other great perſonage, on horſeback, to throw 
I a dwarf, or ſome ſuch contraſted figure, into 
Wthe back ground : Should any artiſt be in 
WE want of ſuch a thing, I can very readily 
Wupply him with my hare-lipped boy ; if 
Wotherwiſe, I am not totally without hopes 
What he may ſuit ſome Spaniſh grandee, 
when any ſuch ſhall viſit this country upon 
WT bis travels, or in the character of ambaſſador 
WWrom that illuſtrious court. 
WS Before I conclude I ſhall beg nk to ob+ 
erve, that I have a complete ſet of ready- 
ade devils, that would do honour to Saint 
W\ntony, or any other perſon, who may bein 
nt of ſuch accompaniments to ſet off the 
W-l-denying virtues of his character : I have 
Ulioafine parcel of murdered innocents,which 
mean to have filled up with the ſtory of 
crod ;. but if any gentleman thinks fit to 
| o&'4-. _ lay 
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aye »- 
—_ 


lay the ſcene in Ghent, and make a modern 


and to the entire ſatisfaction of ſuch of my 
neighbours in that quarter, as may incline 
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compoſition. of it, I am bold to ſay my pretty 
babes will not diſgrace the pathos of the 
{ubje&t, nor violate the Coftuma. I took 
a notable ſketch of a man hanging, and 
{c1zed him juſt in the dying twitches, before 
the laſt ſtretch gave a ſtiffneſs and rigidity 
unfavourable to the human figure ; this [ 
would willingly accommodate to the wiſhes 
of any lady, who is defirous of preſerving a 
portrait of her lover, friend or huſband in 
that intereſting attitude. 
Theſe, cam multis aliis, are part of my 
ſtock on hand, and I hope, upon my ar- 
rival at my lodgings in Blood-bowl-alley to 
exhibit them with much credit to myſelt, 


to patronize the fine arts, and reſtore the 
credit of this -G0oPEng country. 


Your's, 
GoRGON. 


36 
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_ No. NCIX. 


Cuneii adſint, teeritegst expeent arr 
 palme ! 


* curious Greek. fragment has ode 
lately diſcovered by an INgenious tra- 
veller at Conſtantinople, which is ſuppoſed 
to have |been:ſaved out of the famous Alex- 
andrian library, when ſet on fire by com- 
mand of the Caliph. There 1s nothing but 
conjecture to guide us to the author: Some 
learned men, who have examined 1t, grve 
it to Pauſanias, others to A/ian'; {ome con- 
tend for S4idas, others for Libanins; but 
= moſt agree in aſcribing 1t' to ſome one of 
= the Greek ſophiſts, ſo that: it 1s not to be 
= 4{puiſcd that juſt doubts are to be enter- 
tained of its veracity” in point of fact. 
There may be mach ingenuity . in: theſe dil- 
WW cuſfons;: but! we are not 'to expeCt convic- 
fon; therefore I ſhall paſs to the ſubyect-. 
: matter, and not” concern' myſelf with any 
Previous argumentation-on a: ome that 
I 15 never likely tvibec&ttled; : 
"Y G 5 | « This 
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** This fragment ſays, that ſome time af. 
ter the death of the great dramatic poet 


Z2i\chylus, there was. a certain citizen of 
Athens named P}ilotenchns, who by his in- 


.duſtry and fair character in trade. had. ac- 


quired a plentiful fortune, and came in time 
to be aftually choſen one of the Areopa- 
gites: This man in an advanced period of 
his life engaged in a very {plzndid under- 


taking for collecting a ſeries of pictures to 


be compoſed from ſcenes in the tragedies of 


the great poet above-mentioned, and: to he 
executed by the Athenian artiſts, who were 
_ then both numerous and eminent. 


*« The old Areopagite, with a ſpirit that 
would have done honour to Pifiratus of 
Pericles, conſtructed a ſpacious lyceum. for 


| the reception of theſe pictures, which he 


laid open to the reſort both of citizens and 
ſtrangers, and the ſucceſs of the work: re- 
Alefted equal credit upon the undertaker and 
the artiſts, whom he employed, | 

The chain of the narration is here broken 
by a loſs of a part of the fragment, which 
however is fortunately reſumed in that place, 


avhere the writer gives ſome account of the 
maſters, who painted for this colle&tion, and 


ct 
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of the ſcenes they made choice of for their 
ſeveral pictures. 

« He tells us that Apelles was then living 
and in the vigour of his genius, though ad- 
vanced in years; he deſcribes the ſcene 
choſen for his compoſition minutely, and it 
appears to have been taken from that ſuite 
of dramas, which we know A/chy/us com- 
poſed from the ſtory of the Atride, and of 
which we have ſtill ſuch valuable remains. 
He repreſents Agi/hus, after the murder of 
Azamemnon by the inſtigation of Clytem- 
neſfra, in the at of confulting certain 
Sybils, who by their magical ſpells and in- 
cantations have raiſed the ghoſt of Agamem- 
on, which 1s attended by a train of phan- 
toms, emblematic of eight ſucceſſive kings 
of Argos, his immediate deſcendants : The 
ſpeEre is made pointing to' his poſterity, and 
at the ſame time looking on his murderer 
with a ſmile, in which Ape//es contrived to 
give the Teveral expreſſions of contempt, 


gc:ultation and revenge, with ſuch a cha-_ 
Water of ghaſtly pain and horror, as to 


make the beholders ſhrink. Amongſt theſe 
Wy bils he introduces the perſon of Caſſandra 
O 1 the propheteſs, whom Agamemnon brought 
K G 6 OP. 
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captive from the deſtruction of 'Troy. The 


light, he ſays, proceeds only from a flam- 
| Ing cauldron, in which the Sybils have 


been making their. libations to-the infernal 
deities or furies, and he ſpeaks of the re- 
flected, ruddy tints, which by this manage- 
ment of the artiſt were caſt upon the figures, 


- as-proqucing a wonderful effe&t, and giving 
_ an amazing horror and magnificence to the 


group. Upon the whole he ſtates 1t as the 
moſt capital performance of the maſter, and 


_ that he got ſuch univerſal honour thereby, 


that he was afterwards employed to paint 
for the Perſian monarch, and had a com- 
miſhon even” from the queen of Scythia, 
a country then emerging from barbarity. 

.& Parrhaſius, though born in the colony 
of Miletus on the coaſt of Aſia, was an 
adoptedcitizen of Athens, andin great credit 
there for his celebrated picture on the death 
of Epaminondas : : He contributed to this 


_ colletion by a. very capital compoſition 


taken from a tragedy, which was the third 
in a ſeries of dramas, founded by Achy/is 
onthe well-known ſtory of Oezipus, all which 
are loft, The miſerable monarch, whoſe 


| gusfortunes had overturned his reaſon, 


hers 


No.9, THE OBSERVER 133 
here depicted taking ſhelter under a wretch- 
ed hovel in the midſt of a' tremendous 
ſtorm, where the elements ſeem conſpiring 
againſt a helpleſs being 1n the. laſt ſtage of 
human miſery. The painter has thrown a 
very touching charaCter of inſanity into his 
features, which plainly indicates that his loſs 
of reaſon has ariſen from the tender rather 
WS than the inflammatory paſſions ; for there 1s 
WT : majeſtic ſenſibility mixed with the wildneſs 
WS of his diftraf&tion, which ſtill preſerves the 
traces of the once benevolent monarch. In 
this defolate ſcene he has a few forlora com- 
panions in his diſtreſs, which form a very 
peculiar group of perſonages ; for they con- 
fiſt of a venerable old man in a very piteous 
condition, whoſe eyes have been torn from 
_ 6c: {ockets, together with a naked maniac, 
; Y who 15 ſtarting from the hove], where he had. 
houſed himſelf during the tempeſt : The 
Wife ct of this figure is deſcribed with rap- 
ture, for he is drawn in the prime of youth, 
bcautiful, and. of a moſt noble air; his naked 
ns diſplay. the fineſt proportions of the 
Suman figure, and the muſcular exertion. 


_- $A 


ſh ample. {cope to the anatomical ſcience 
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of the artiſt. The fable feigns him to be the 
ſon of the blind old man above deſcribed, 

and the fragment relates that his phrenſy 
being not real but aſſumed, Parrhaſins avail- 
ed himſelf of that circumſtance, and touch- 
ed the character of his madneſs with ſo nice 
and delicate a diſcrimination from that of 
Oedipns, that an attentive obſerver might 


have diſcovered it to be counterfeited even_ 


without the clue of the ſtory. There are 
two other attendant characters in the group : 
One of theſe 1s a rough, hardy veteran, who 
ſeems to brave the ſtorm with a certain air 
_ of contemptuous petulance in his counte- 

nance, that beſpeaks a mind ſuperior to for- 
| tune, and indignant under the viſitation even 
of the gods themſelves. The other 1s a cha- 
racter, that ſeems to have been a kind of ima- 
ginary creature of the poet, and is a buffoon 
. or jeſter upon the model of Homer's Ther- 
fites, and was employed by A/chylns in his 
drama upon the old burleſque ſyſtem of the 
Satyrs, as an occaſional chorus or- parody 
upon the ſeverer and more —_ characters 
of the piece. 


© The next picture i 1n our author' S cata- 


mw was by the hand of T; imanthes : 'This 
modeſt 


Y 
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modeſt painter, though reſiding in the capt- 
tal of Attica, lived in fuch retirement from 
ſociety, and was ſo abſolutly devoted to his 
art, that even his perſon was ſcarce -known 
to his competitors. Envy never drew a 
word from hislips to the diſparagement of a 
contemporary, and-emulation could hardly 
provoke his diftidence into a conteſt for 
fame, which ſo many bolder rivals were pre- 
pared to diſpute. Tots 
« Aiſchylus, it is well known, wrote three | 
plays on the fable of Promethers; the fecond 
in this ſeries is the Prometheus chained, which 
happily ſurvives; the laſt was Prometheus 
d:livered, and from the opening ſcene of 
this drama Timanthes formed his picure. 
Promethens is here diſcovered on the ſea-ſhore 
upon an. ufland inhabited. only by himſelf 
and his daughter, a young virgin of exqui- 
ſite beauty, who 1s ſuppoſed to have ſeen 
none, other of the human ſpecies but her 
father, beſides certain 'imaginary beings, 
whom Prometheus had either created by his 
ſtolen fire, or whom he employed in the ca- 
pacity of familiars for the pupoſes of his 
| <achantments, for the poet very juſtifiably 
fuppoſes ' him endowed with ſupernatural 
L | Powers, 
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powers, and by that vehicle brings to paſs 
all the beautiful and ſurprifing incidents of 
his drama. One of theſe aerial ſpirits had 
by his command conjured up a moſt dread- 
ful tempeſt, in which a noble ſhip is re- 
preſented as ſinking in the midſt of the 
breakers on this enchanted ſhore: The 
daughter of Promethers '1s ſeen in a ſuppl 
cating attitude imploring her father to alloy 
the ſtorm, and. fave the ſinking mariners 
from deſtruction. In the back ground of 
the picture is a cavern, and: at the entrance 
of it a mis{hapen ſavage being, whoſe evil 
nature 1s depicted in' the deformity of his 

perſon and features, and who-was employed 
by Prometheus in all ſervile offices, necefſary 
for his accommodation in this ſolitude. The 
aerial ſpirit is in the clouds, which he is driv- 
ing before him at the 'beheft of his great maſter, 
| In this'compoſition therefore, although not 
replete with charaCters, there is yet ſuch 
diverſity of ſtile and ſubje&, that we have 
all, which the majeſty and beauty: of real 
nature can furniſh, with beings out of the 
regions of nature, as ſtrongly contrafted in 
form and chara&er, as: fancy can ' deviſe: 
The ſcenery alfo- is- of the ſublmeſt " 
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and whilſt all Greece reſounded with ap- 
plauſes upon the exhibition of this picture, 
Timanthes alone was filent, and ftartled at 
the very echo of his own fane, ſhrunk back 
again to his retirement.” 

As this fragment is now in the hands of 
an ingenious tranſlator, T forbear for the 
preſent to intrude upon his work by any 
further anticipation of it, conſcious withal 
as I am that the public curioſity will ſhortly 
We be gratified with a much more full and fa- 
W tisfactory delineation of this intereſting nar-. 
W rative, than I am able to give. | 


"No. C. | 


1 AM, agntm iter ad dofas proficiſet cogor Athenar. 
(PROPERT,) | 


: | i axis furprized the other day 
4 with an unexpected viſit from a country 
WW ricnd, who. once made a conſiderable figure 
W': the faſhionable world, and, with an ele- 
Want taſte for the fine arts, is poſleſt of many 
7 PRO puntngs and ſculptures of bis own. 
collecting 


FN, this alluſion of my friend to the age of Pc 
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collefting in Italy : He told me, that after 
fix years abſence from town, he had made 
a journey purpoſely to regale his curiofity for 
a few days with the ſpectacles of this great 
capital, and deſired I would accompany him 
on his morning's tour to ſome of the cmi- 
nent artiſts, and afterwards conduct him to 
the theatre, where he had ſecured himſelf 
a ſeat for the repreſentation of Mr. South- 
ern's tragedy of The Fatal Marriage, 
Though I had juſt been honoured with a 
card from Vanefla, purporting that ſhe 
would hold The Feaſt of Reaſon that evening 
at her houſe, where my company was ex- 
pected, I did not heſitate to accept the 1n- 
vitation of my country friend, and excule 
myſelf from that of Vanefla, though I muſt 
confeſs my curioſity was ſomewhat rouſed 
| hy the novelty of the entertainment” to which 
[ was bidden, Our day pafled ſo entirely 
to the ſatisfa&tion of my candid companion, 
that,when we parted at night, he ſhook me by 
the hand, and with a ſmile of complacency, 
declared, that a day ſo ſpent would not dil- 
_ grace the diary of Pericles. _ 

| _ Whea I had returned to my apartment 


riclkes 
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ricles, with the recolle&ion of what had 


in the courſe of which I fell afleep, whilſt 
my mind with more diftin&tneſs. than is 
uſual in dreaming, purſued its waking train 
of thought aſter the tollowing manner : 

« I found myſelf in a ſtately portico, 
WS wich being on an eminence, gave me the 
W proſpect of a city, incloſing a prodigious 
W circuit, with groves, gardens, and fields, 
A ſeemingly ſet apart for martial exerciſes and 
W/ports ; the houſes were not cluſtered into 
Wtrects and alleys like our great trading 
Wt owns, but were placed apart and ſeparated 


Wd therein conſulted his own particular 
WE ite and enjoyments. I thought I never 
Wav 1o delightful a place, nor a people who 
WW vcd fo much at their eaſe : Ifelt a freſhneſs 


icar the brain, and give a ſpring t the ſp1- 
ts and whole animal frame : The fun was 


tmoſphere and a refreſhing breeze qualified 
$c heat in the moſt he 5 a manner. As 
WJ 0oked about me with wonder and delight, 
obſerved a great many edifices of the 
pureſt 


a 


paſſed in the day, threw me into a reverie, 


Without any regular order, as if each man 


nd falubrity in the climate, that ſeemed to 


right and glowing, but the lightheſs of the 


£ 
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pureſt archite&ure, that ſeemed calculate 
for public purpoſes ; and wherever my ey: 
went, it was encountered by a variety of 
ſtatues in braſs or marble ; immediately at 
the foot of the ſteps, leading to the portico, 
in which I ſtood, I obſerved a figure 1n braſs 
of exquiſite workmanſhip, which by its at- 
tributes I believed deſigned to repreſent the 
heathen deity Mercuris. In the center of 
the city there was an edifice incloſed with- 
in walls, which I took to be the citadel; 
a rapid ſtream of clear water meandered 
about the place, and was trained through 
groves and gardens in the moſt pi&tureſque 
and pleaſing manner, while the proſpect at 
diſtance was bounded by the ſea. 
+ As 1 ſtood wrapt in contemplation df 
this new and brilliant ſcenery, methought | 
was accoſted by a middle-aged' man in a 
looſe garment of fine purple, who-wore hi 
| hair after the manner of our ladies, braided 
and coiled round upon the crown of his 
head with great care and delicacy to-a con- 
ſiderable heighth ; and (which T thougit WM 
remarkable) he had faſtened the braids in PP: 
ſeveral places with golden pins, on whit 
were ſeveral figures of ſmall graſhoppers ; - 
mo 
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the fame metal; behind him walked a ſer- 
vant-youth, or ſlave, carrying a light wicker 
chair for his maſter to repoſe in, a cuſtom 
that ſeemed to me to argue great effem1- 
nacy; and looking about me I found it was 
pretty univerſal, many of the bettermoſt 
W fort of citizens being ſeated in the ſtreets, 
W converſing at their eaſe, though there was 
W certainly nothing in the climate, that made 
W ſuch an ind ulgence neceſſary, 

=_ © As I was eyeing this gentleman with a 
W curprize, that I muſt own had ſome ſmall tinc- 
3 ture of contempt in it, he turned, himſelf to 
Wy nc, and in the moſt complaiſant manner 


Willing me, he perceived 1 was a ſtranger in 


WA thens, and if I was curious to ſee what was 


gp cnarkable in the place, he was ready to dey 
 icate the day to, my ſervice. To this,cour- 
We cous addreſs I returned the beſt anſwer I 


= me and many things appeared admirable. 
| : L ou Will fay fo, replied he, before the day 
s paſt, and yet I cannot ſhew you in the 
pace of a day the hundredth part of what 
is city contains worth a ſtranger's obſerva- 
ION ; Of a certain Arts and SCIENCES .are 


Wy: maginable accoſted me in my own language, 


, vas able, adding that every thing was new . 


2 4 | now 


al 
0 
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ly 
now carried to their utmoſt pitch, and ng re 
future age I think will ſucceed, in which r: 
the glory of the Athenian commonwealth, N 
and the genius of its citizens ſhall be found 6 
| fuperior to their preſent luſtre. ot 
« 'The portico, in which you ſtand, conti- Wi ra 
nued the Athenian, 15 what we call Pxci/,, i 
_ or the painted Portico; the brazen ftatue at i na 
the foot of the ſteps was raiſed by the nine WA th 
Archons.in honour of Mercurins Agoreus, or E W mm: 
the PForenſal; and dedicated by them to the WM 
tribes: That by its fide is the ſtatue of WM *t 
Solon, the other at ſome diſtance is the law. WW ar: 
giver Lycurgus. The gate before you, on WM 29! 
which you ſee thoſe warlike trophies, was {© WW tÞ: 
adorned in memory of the defeat of Plifſtar- the 
chus, who was brother of the famous Cal- of 
ſander, and commanded his cavalry and auxi- dec 
hary troops in the action recorded. Theſe SN 
paintings behind you, with which theportico i 
1s furniſhed and from which it has its name of * 
are all upon public ſubje&s in commemora W<*" 
tion of wiſe or valiant citizens: The picture M*'<s 
on your right hand are by the celebrate "0 
Polygnotus, : theſe on your left by M:coni har 
equal to his rival in art, but not. in munil ac 
O11 


Cence;z for Polygnotus would accept no oth 
| rewal 
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reward for his works, than the fame inſepa- 
rable from. ſuch eminent performances ; 
Micon on the contrary was paid by the ſtate. 
There are ſeveral others by the hands of our 
great maſters, particularly that incompa- 
rable piece, which repreſents the field of 
Marathon, a compoſition by the great Pa- 
nznus, brother of the ſtatuary Phidias ; but 
this, as well as the others, will demand a 
more particular deſcription. 

« Examine this compoſition on your right ; 
it is the work of Polygnotus : you fee two 
Ws armics drawn up front to front and on the 
WE point of engaging; theſe are the Athenians, 
WE the adverſe troops are the Lacedemonians ; 
Wl the ſcene is Cinoe ; ſuch is the contrivance 


Wy of the artiſt, that you are ſure victory 1s to 


WS declare for the Athenians, though the battle 

WE: not yet commenced. | 
© In the oppoſite piece you ſee the battle 
go! Theſeus with the Amazons; a capital 
U compoſition by Micon ; theſe warlike la- 
ics are fighting on horſeback ; with what 
wonderful art has the maſter exprefſed the 
haraCter of athletic beauty without deviat- 
ng into vulgarity and grofineſs ! If you re- 
olle& the Lyliſtrata of Aritophanes you 
will 
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will meet an elogtum on this picture ; it is 
thus the ſiſter arts encourage and ſupport 
each other. 

« Now turn to Polygnotus's fide and 
look at that magnificent piece of art : The 
painter has choſen for the fubje&t of his 
compoſition the council of the Grecian chiefs 
upon the violence done to Caffandra by 
Ajax after the capture of Troy ; you ſee the 
brutal chara&er of the man ftrongly ex- 
prefled in the hero of the piece ; amongſt 


that group of Trojan captives Caflandra 1s 


conſpicuous ; that figure which repreſents 
Laodice, 15 worth your notice, as being a 
portrait of Elpinice a celebrated courteſan: 
Scrupulous people have taken offence at it, 
but great painters will indulge themſelves in 
theſe hberties, and are fond of © painting 
after beautiful nature; of which I could give 
you innumerable examples. 


| « Now let us in the laſt place regale our 


eyes with this ineſtimable battle of Mara- 


thon by Panenus : What think you of it? 
Was it not a reward worthy of the herocs, 
who preſerved their country on that glorious 
day ? Which party is moſt honoured by the 
work, the maſter who wougt it, or the 

valiant 
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valiant perſonages who are recorded by it ? 


ſuperb compoſition, deſcribing three differ- 


Athenians and their allies the Platzans juſt 
commencing the action.—There, further 


are defeated ; the ſlaughter 15 raging, and 
the Medes are plunging deſperately into the 
marſhy lake to avoid their purſuers ; exa- 


Pheenician gallies ; the barbarians are mak- 
ing a bold attack, and the ſea 1s covered 
with wrecks : All mouths are open in ap- 
plauſe of this pi&ture, and 1t was but the 
other day, that the great orator Demoſ- 
thenes referred to it in a ſolemn harangue 
upon Nezra, as did Eſchines in his plead- 
ings againſt Cteſiphon. All our Captains 
are taken from the life ; that General who 
is encouraging his troops is Miltiades ; he 
5 the hero of the piece, and I can affure 
you the reſemblance is in all points exact : 
This is the portrait of Callimachus the 
Polemarck : There you ſee the hero Echet- 


It is a queſtion difficult to decide. You 
will obſerve three different groups in this 
ent periods of the action : Here you ſee the. 


removed .in perſpe&tive, the barbarians 


mine the back ground, and you ſee the 


tus, and this is the brave Epizelus ; that 
Vor. IV. +4 . Atheman, 
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Athenian, who is valiantly fighting, i; 
Cyncegirus himſelf, who loſt both his hand; P; 
in the action ; there goes an extraordinary i 
ſtory with that 'dog which is by his ide 
_ and has ſeized the dying barbarian by the 
throat ; the faithful creature would not for- 
| fake his maſter; he was killed in the aCtion, 
and is now deſervedly immortalized 1n com- 
pany with the illuſtrious heroes, who are the 
ſubject of the piece. Thoſe ſplendid war: 
rIOrs in the army of the Medes, who are Wi "37 
ſtanding in their chariots, and calling to i 
their troops, are the generals Datis and. Ar- 
taphanes. They are drawn in a proud and 
{ſwelling ſtile, and ſeem of a larger fize and BM: .. 
proportion than our Athenian champions; 
| and the fact is, that this group was inſerted 
by another maſter ; they are by the hand of 
Micon,” and perhaps do not exactly harmo- AR 
nize with the reſt ; the filly Athemans wer Bl... - 
piqued at their -appearance, and in a fit of 
_ Jealouſy puniſhed Micon by a fine for _. 
ing painted them .too flatteringly; t! 
painter ſuffered in his pocket, but the ot 
' ple in my opinion were diſgraced by the 
ſentence: This circumſtance has g1vVek 
_ occaſion for many On the part of Micon tt 
| contel 
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conteſt the honour of the painting with 
Panznus, who 1n juſtice muſt be conſidered 

Ex; principal author of the work; and in 

courſe of time it may happen, that poſte- 

rity will be puzzled which maſter to aſcribe 

it to. "a6 | 

«* There are many more pictures well 
cſerving your attentive notice, particularly 

hat by Pamphilus, which repreſents Alc- 

Wn:na with Herachdz aſking aid of the 

Wi ncnins againſt Euryſtheus ; and this 1n- 

yired old figure by Polygnotus with a lyre 

n his hand, which 1s the portrait of no lefs a 

derlon than the great Sophocles;—but come, * 

t us be gone, for we have much beſides to ; 
ez. and I perceive Zeno coming this way 

ith his ſcholars to hold his le&tures in this 
Wortico; and I for one muſt confeſs I am 

Wo iriend to the Stoics, or as we call them' 
Wc Zcnonians. 
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Ad vetu/liſſimam et ſapientiſſimam et diis cariſj. 
mam en communem amaſiam, hominumque at 
Deorum terram, Athenas mittebaris. 


(LiBanivs IN ORATIONE, 


£6 


ROM the painted portico, in which my 
laſt was dated, my Athenian conduc- 
tor took me to the Ptolemaic Gymnaſium, 
in which I obſerved ſeveral ſtatues of Mer: 
cury in marble, and others of brafs, which 
he explained to me to be of Ptalemy the 
founder, Juba and Chryſippus the philoſe- 
| Pher. There was one of Beroſus the aſtro-Wif 
loger with a tongue of pure gold, in con- 
amemoration 'of his divine predictions : Oni 
one hand of me ſtood the doric temple d 
'Theſeus, enriched with ſome ineſtimabli 
paintings of Micon, particularly one upd 
the ſubject of the fight of the Lapithe and 

Centaurs:: on the other hand was the antieil 

temple of the Dioſcuri, in which I ws 
ſhewn many capital pi&tures by Polygnotus 

| it s here, fays my conductor, we adminilis 
| (0 
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to the Athenian youth that ſolemn oath, 
which binds them not to deſert their ranks 
in ation, but to periſh, when neceſlity ſo 
requires, 1n defence of their country ; the 
form 1s rather long, ſays he, but this 1s the 
ſubſtance of the oath. The Prytaneum, or 
Court-houſe, was nows 1n view,. where the 
magiſtracy of the city aſſemble for the dil- 
patch of public buſineſs: Here I faw the 
W vcnerable laws of Solon in a cheſt of ſtone, 
Wthe ſtatues of Pax and Veſta, and (which 
Wwcre more intereſting to me) the figures of 
Wiltiades and Themiſtocles of exquilite 
orkmanſhip in pure marble ; in this place 
Wl! thoſe citizens, and the poſterity of thoſe 
Who have deſerved well of the ſtate, receive 
W\cir public doles or allowance of bread in- 
W:ikes compoſed of meal, oil, and water ; 
Were allo I ſaw the perpetual fire upon the 
tar of Veſta, and the” celebrated image of 
he Bona Fortuna of the Athenians. In 
he adjoining temple of Lucia I was ſhewn. 
Wc famous ftatues of that deity clothed in 
rapery to the feet : My guide now carried. 
e to the great temple of Olympian Jupt-- 
W', founded by the tyrant Pifiſtratus,. and 
rtected by his ſons and ſucceffors.. I ob- 
| H 3. =; ſerved. 


_ - about the pedeſtal of the ſtatue of Ju: 
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ſerved to my conductor, that I had ſeen ng 
temple in Athens, except this, with inte. 
rior columns; he informed me that the 
great ſpan of the roof made it neceflary in 
this inſtance, but that 1t was contrary ty 
their rule of architcfure and obtained in 
no other : He further told me, that the city 
had expended ten thouſand talents in this 
edifice: The image of the god was cut in 
ory and gold ; to every column was affixed 
a brazen ſtatue, repreſenting the colonial 
cities of the Athenian empire. The dil 
play of ſtatuary exceeded all deſcription or 
belief, nor was the painter's art wanting in 
its ſhare of the decoration ; for whereve! 
pictures could be diſpoſed, and particular) 


piter, the moſt capital paintings were to bt 
ſeen. pn 3 

« My ſight was now ſo dazzled with tit 
diſplay of brilliant images, and my min4 6 
overpowered with the miracles of art, whict 
had paſſed in review, that I beſeeched ny 
puide to carry me either to ſome of thok 
groves which were in my eye, where I coult 
meditate on what I had ſeen, or to ſpec 


tactes of any other ſort according to I 
"OA cho 
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choice and diſcretion, for otherwiſe I ſhould 
apprehend, from the variety of objects, L 
ſhould retain the memory of none. He 
co1d me in reply, that this was his intention, 
obſerving that the proportion I had ſeen was 
very ſmall indeed to what the city contained; 
there was however one more ſtatue, which he 
could not difpenſe with himſelf from ſhew-. 
ing me, being a model of beauty and per- 
fetion.; 2nd having lo faid methought he 
took me into a neighbouring garden, and in 
a grove of cypreſs and myrtlc preſented to 
my view the moſt exquiſite piece of ſculp- 
be { had ever beheld. —This, ſays he, is 
he Venus called Celeſtial, the workman- 
_ -of ' the immortal Alcamen.—After I 
had contemplated. this- divine original with 
atoniſhment/” and .rapture, TI was fatis- 
fied within myſelf, that we are miſtaken in 
ſuppoſing it -has deſcended to us, and 1 
now acknowledge that our celeſtial Venus 
15 a.copy far inferior to its-inimitable proto- 
type. Having examined this ſtatue - for 
ſome time, I turned to- my conductor and 
taid : —Let us gratity ourſenſes in ſome other 
[Way ;..I have-ſeen enough of art. --.;-: 
* It is] umpoflible to avoid it, replies he, 
H 4 To 
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in this city, and ſo ſaying led me into the 
Lyceum ; this Gymnaſium, ſays he, ha; 
been lately inſtituted by Pericles, and' theſ 
plantations of plane-trees are of his making; 
{o are theſe aqueduQs; the Lyceum: wa 
originally dedicated to Paſtoral Apollo; 
and owes its foundation and beauty in thr 
firſt inſtance to the elegant Pifiſtratus, who 
from the ſurpriſing reſemblance of their 
- perſons we now call the elder Pericles. The 
place is delightfal, and before you leave it 
take notice of this ſtatue of Apollo; the artil 
has deſcribed him 1n the attitude of refiing 
after his daily courſe; you ſee he leans 
againſt a column ; his right arm bent ove 
his head, and in his left he holds his 
bow ; it 1s a firſt-rate piece of ſculpture. 
Leaving the Lyceum my. condutor took 
me by the way of the Tripods ; here hc 
| ſhewed me the inimitable ſatyr in þrak, 
the boaſled maſter-piece of Praxiteles, and 
the Cupid and Bacchus of Thymulus; ; we 
were now cloſe by the theatre, in the pot 
tico of which I was ſhewn the ftatue a 
Eſchylus, and two, pedeſtals for the ſtatue 
_ of Sophocles and Euripides, then under tit 
artiſts hands, although both thoſe poets wet 

| *, no# 


- 


No. wo; | THE OBSERVER. 153 


now living : The doors of the theatre were 
not yet opened, and the temple of Venus 
being near at hand, methought we entered,. 
and I beheld- the beautiful Cupid crowned 
with roſes, painted by Zeuxis; from hence 
| could ſee the works that Pericles had been. 
carrying on upon the citadel, but this we 
did not enter. oF 
« Methought I was now carried'into the 
W theatre amidſt a prodigious crowd of peo-. 
ple; the: comedy of the night was intitled. 
W 71: Clouds, and the'famous Ariſtophanes was 
announced to be: the author of it. It was: 
expected that Socrates would be perſonally - 
attacked, and a great party of that philoſo-. 
pher's enemies. were: aſſembled to: ſupport. 
the poet; Iwas much furprized, when-my 
ompanion-. pointed: out to me that great. 
Whiloſopherin perſon; who had actually taken. 
Wis ſeat. in the theatre, and was fitting be-. 
ween. Alcibiades and' Antipho the: ſon: of: 
Pericles ;. by. the- fide: of Alcibiades fate. 
uripides, and at Antipho's left hand fate- 
hucydides;: I' never: beheld | two more. ve-. 
crable old men thanthe poet and:the\hiſto- 
an, nor. ſuch, comely perfons'as Alcibiades 
d Antighe: Socrates was exceedingly like. 
H. 5 the 
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the buſts we have of him, his head was bald, 
his beard buſhy, and his ſtature low ; there 
was ſomething very deterring in his counte- 
nance ; his perſon was mean and - his habit 
Aſqualid; his veſt was of looſe drapery, thrown 
over his left ſhoulder after the faſhion of a 
Spaniſh Capa, and ſeemed to be of coarſe 
cloth, made of black wool undyed ; he had 
a ſhort ſtaff in his hand of knotted wood 
with a-round head, which he was continually 
rubbing in the palm of his hand, as he. 
talked with Alcibiades, to whom he princi- 
pally addreſſed his diſcourſe : Thucydides 


had lately returned from exile upon a gene- 
ral amneſty, and I obſerved a melancholy { 

| in his countenance mixed with 1ndignation; ( 

_ Euripides ſeemed employed in examining £ 
the countenances of the ſpectators, whilſt { 
Antipho with great modeſty paid a moſt g 

- reſpe&ful attention to the venerable philo- WIN 
fopher on his right hand. Whilſt I was en- 0 
 gaged 1n obſerving this refpeQable groupe, p! 
my conductor whiſpered the following words of 
in my ear—This is the ſecond attack from tit Pr 
fame hands upon Socrates ; that of laſt year W] 
was defeated by Alcibiades ; but if this night" "_ 

Pl; 


comedy ſucceeds, F predi&t that our philoſopher 
| ee | 2-0 
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is undone: and in truth his ſchool is much out 
of credit ; for ſome of the worſt charatters of 
the age have come out of his hands of late. 

« When the players came firſt on the ſtage 
there was ſo great a murmur in the theatre, 
that I could ſcarce hear them ;' after a ſhort 
time however the filence became pretty ge- 
neral, and the plot of the play, ſuch as it 
was, began to open. I perceived that the 
poet had deviſed the charadter of an old © 
clowniſh father, who. being plunged in debt 
by the extravagancies of a- flanting wife 
and a ſpendthrift ſon, who waſted his fortune 
upon race-horſes, was for ever puzzling his 
brains to ſtrike upon ſome expedient for 
cheating his creditors. With this view he 
goes to the houſe of: Socrates to take coun- 
ſel of that philoſopher, who gives him a 
great many | ridiculous inſtruftions, ſeem- 


_ ingly not at all to the purpoſe, and amongſt 


other extravagancies aſſures him that Ju- 
piter has no concern in +the government 
of the world, but that all the functions of 
providence are performed by * The Clouds, 
which upon his invocation appear and per- 
iorm the part of a chorus throughout the 
play ; 'The philoſopher is continually foited 

T-- H 6 Os by 
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by the ruſtic wit of the old father, who, af. 
ter being put 4n Socrates's truckle-bed: and 
miſerably ftung with vermin, has a. meeting 
with his creditors, and endeavours to. parry 


' their demands with. a parcel of pedantic 


quibbles, which he has learnt of the philo- 
ſopher, and; which give. occaſion. to ſcenes 
of admirable comic humour : My conduc- 
tor informed: me this incident was pointed 


_ at Eſchines, a favorite diſciple of Socrates ; 


a. man, ſays he, plunged: in debts and a moſt 


_ notorious defrayder, of, his creditors. In the 


end the father brings. his ſon to be.inſtrut- 


_edby. Socrates; the ſon, after. a. ſhort lec- 


ture, comes forth a perfe& Atheiſt, and gives 
his father a ſevere. cudgelling. on the ſtage, 
which irreyerend: a& he undertakes to de- 
fend: upan. the principles of the new: philo- 

ſophy he. had) been learning. This was the 


| ſubſtance of the play, in the courſe of which 


there, were. many.groſs alluſions to.the unna- 
tural vice. of which Socrates was accuſed, 
and many.perſanal ftrokes againſt. Cliſthenes, 
Pericles, Euripides, and others, which told 


| flrongly, and-were.much applauded. by the 


theatre, 
4K is.nat; to. be. ſuppoſed, that all: this 
patſed 
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paſſed: without ſome occaſional diſguſt on 
the part of the ſpeQtators, but 1t was evident 
there was a party in the theatre, which car- 
ried it through, notwithſtanding the pre- 
ſence of Socrates and the reſpectable junto 
that attended him: For my part I ſcarce 
ever took my eyes from him during the re- 
preſentation, and I: obſerved two or three 
little a&tions, which ſeemed: to give me 
ſome inſight into the temper of his mind, 
during the. ſevereſt libel that was ever ex- 
hibited againſt any man's Perſon and prin- 
ciples, 

*« Before Socrates appears on the ſtage, the 
old man raps violently at his door, and is 
reproved by one of-his. diſciples, who comes. 

out and complains of the diſturbance; upon 
E his. being: queſtioned what the philoſopher 
may be then employed! upon, he anſwers 
that he 1s engaged in meaſuring the leap of 
a flea, to. decide how many of. its» own 
lengths it ſprings at one hop ; the diſciple 
zo informs him with great ſolemnity, 'that 
| >ocrates has diſcovered that the hum of- a. 
| gnat 18 not made by the mouth of the ani- 

mal, but from behind : This raiſed a laugh 
at the CXPEnCe of the naturaliſts and-munute; 
philoſophers, 


himſelf ſmiled at the conceit. 


_ off the ſtage ; whilſt Euripides, with ſome 


 tators; and produced a conſiderable tumult, 
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philoſophers, and I obſerved that Socrates 


« When the ſchool was opened to the 
ſage, and all his ſcholars were diſcovered 
with their heads upon the floor and their 
poſteriors mounted in the air, and turned 
towards the audience, though the poet pre- . 
tends to account for it, as if they were 
ſearching for natural curioſities on the ſur- 
face of the ground, the a&tion was evidently 
intended-to convey the grofleſt allufion, and 
was ſo received by the audience: When this 
ſcene was produced, I remarked that So- 
crates ſhook his head, and turned his eyes 


indignation, threw the ſleeve of his mantle 
over his face; this was obſerved by the ſpec- 


in which the theatre ſeemed pretty fairly 
divided, ſo that the a&ors ſtood upright, 
and quitted the Poſture they were difco- 
vered in, 

_ * When Socrates was firſt ob ſtand- 
ing on a baſket mounted into the clouds, 
the perſon of the a&tor and the maſk he wore, 
as well as the garment he was dreſſed 1n, 


was the moſt direct counterpart of the phulo- 
ſopher 
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ſopher himſelf that could be deviſed. But 


when the aCtor, ſpeaking 1n his character, 


in dire& terms proceeded to deny the divi- 
nity of Jupiter, Socrates laid his hand upon 
his heart, and caſt his eyes up with aſtoniſh- 
ment; in the ſame moment Alcibiades 
ſtarted from his ſeat, and in a loud voice 
cried out—Anthenians ! is this fitting © Upon 
this a great tumult aroſe, and very many of 


the ſpectators called upon Socrates to ſpeak 
for himſelf, and anſwer to the charge ; when 


the play could not proceed for the note and 


clamour of the people, all demanding So- 


crates to ſpeak for himſelf, the philoſopher 
unwillingly ſtept forward and ſaid— You re- 


quire of me, O Athenians, to anſwer to the © 


charge ; there is no charge ; neither -is this a 


place to diſcourſe in about the gods : Let the 
aftor proceed !—Silence immediately took 


place, and «Socrates's invocation to The 
Clouds ſoon enſued; the paſſage was ſo 
beautiful, the machinery of the clouds ſo 
linely introduced, and the chorus of 
voices in the air ſo exquiſitely conceived, 


that the whole theatre was in raptures, and 


the poet from that moment had entire pol- 
leſſion of their minds, ſo that the piece was 
carried 
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earried triumphantly. to its period. In the 
heat of the applauſe my. Athenian friend 
whiſpered me in the- ear and. ſaid—Depend 
upon it, Socrates will hear of this in another 
place; he isa loſt man; and remember Þ te! 


you, that if all our philoſophers and ſophiſt F 
were driven out of Attica, it would. be happy Wit t 
for Athens.” — At theſe words I ſtarted and BY } 
awaked from my dream. nn *f 

ns W 

No. CII. þ 

Natio comeda eft. j - 

FF the preſent taſte for private plays ſpreads Bi *< 

' as faſt as moſt' faſhions do in this coun- i fa 

try, we may expect the riſing generation ; P: 

will be, like the Greeks in my motto, on: Wl © 
entire nation of actors and a&trefles. A fa- ; 

ther of a family may ſhortly reckon it WW” 

amongſt the bleſſings of a numerous pro- ſO 

geny, that he is provided with a ſufficient WW® 

company for his domeſtic ſtage, and may mM! 
caft-a play to his own liking without going Wil * 

CS. 


abroad for his theatrical amuſements. Such 
a Ready 


4 
F 
o 
\ 
o , 
GG * 
i 
» 
0 : 
L 
2 
4A 
Wb 
"OR 
©Y £ 
Aa 
: 
*® 
- x 
= 
- ” 
A 
bp 
"2 
*X 
= 
43 
. 
4s 
» 
-» 
=—_ 
by + - p 
Al 
4 
2 
+ 
+ v ” 
*3Y 
"% 
42 
E- 
= 
| 
F 
_ 
b p 
o 
E 
4 
lh 
EE 
% 
'S 
Ps 
= 
"> 
-- 
b: F 
'4 
" 


a opt in eo 
» A POUR: - ! whe © 
Ph y 


No. 1022 THE OBSERVER 16 


z ſteady troop cannot fail of being under 
better regulation than a ſet of ſtrollers, or 
than any fet whatever, who make acting a 
vocation: Where a manager has to deal with: 
none but players of his own begetting, every 
ply bids fair to have a ſtrong caſt, and in 

the phraſe of the' ſtage to be well got up. 
Happy author, who ſhall ſce his characters. 
thus grouped into a family-piece, firm as the 
Theban band of friends, where all 1s zeal 
and concord ; no bickerings nor jealouſfies 
about ſtage-precedency; no ladies to fall fick 
of the ſpleen, and toſs up. their parts in a 
huff; no heart-burnings about flounced pet- 
ticoats and filyer trimmings, where the m0o- 
ther of the whole company ſtands ward- 


robe-keeper and property-woman, whilſt the 


tather takes poſt at the fide ſcene in the ca- 
pacity of prompter, with plenipotentiary 
controul over PS's and OP's. 

I will no longer ſpeak of the difficulty of 
writing a comedy or tragedy, becauſe that is 
now done by ſo many people without any 


GHfficulty at all, that if there ever was any 


myſtery in it, that myſtery is thoroughly 


4 bottomed and laid open ; but the art of 
Wading was till very; lately: thought ſo rare- - 
| 4, | | and: 
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and wonderful an excellence, that ' people u 
began to look upon a perfe& aCtor as a p 
phenomenon in the world, which they were q 
not to expe& above once in a century ; but hb: 
now that the trade is laid open, this prodigy ir 
15 to be met at the turn of every ſtreet; * 
the nobility and gentry, to their immortal fu 
honour, have broken up the monopoly and ta 
new-made players are now as plentiful 3 0: 
new- made Peers. dr 


U 

Nec tamen Hatiackue nec erit mirabilis illic 5 
 Aat Stratocles aut cum molli Demetrius Hema, ha 
Garrick and Powell would be now no wonder, ſen 

. Nor Barry's ye note, nor r Quin s heroic thunder, ow 
juſf 

Though the public profeſſors of the art WP aut 
are ſo completely put down by the Private WM van 
praQtitioners of it, it 1s but juſtice to ob- Wil ade 
ſerve in mitigation of their defeat, that ther WW In 
meet the compariſon under ſome diſadvan- WM no- 
tages, which their rivals have not to \con- Bil par 
tend with. the 
One of theſe 1s difidence, which vols tlen 
teers cannot be ſuppoſed to feel in the «Wi onl; 
 gree they do who are prefſed into the {-W ner; 
vice; I never yet. law a: Pons actor com Wl be « 
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upon the ſtage on the firſt night of a new 
play, who <&1d not ſeem to be nearly, 1f not 
quite, in as great a ſhaking fit as his author ; 
but as there can be no luxury in a great 
iright, I cannot believe that people of faſhion, 
who act for their amuſement only, would 
ſubje&t themſelves to it; they muſt cer- 
tainly have a proper confidence in their own 
abilities, or they would . never ſtep out of a 
drawing-room, where they are ſure to figure, 
upon a ſtage where they run the riſque of 
expoſing themſelves ; ſome gentlemen per- 
haps, who have been mute perſone mn the 
ſenate, may ſtart at the firſt ſound of their 
own voICes 1n a theatre, but graceful action, 
juſt etocution, perfe&t knowledge of their 
author, elegant deportment, and every ad- 
vantage that refined manners and courtly 
addreſs can beſtow, 1s excluſively their own: 
In all ſcenes of high life they are at home ; 
noble ſentiments are natural to them; love- 
parts they can play by inſtin&, and as for all 
the caſts of rakes, gameſters, and fine-gen- 
tlemen, they can fill them to the life. Think 
only what a violence it muſt be to the 
nerves of .an humble unpretending a&or, to 
be obliged to play the gallant gay ſeducer, 

| | and 
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and be the cuckold-maker of the comedy, 
when he has no other object at heart but to 
go quietly home, when the play 1s over, tg 
his wite and children, and participate with 
them 1n the honeſt carnings of his vocation; 
can ſuch a man compete with the Lothario 
of high lite ? 
And now I mention the cares of a family, 
[ ftrike upon another diſadvantage, which 
the public performer 1s ſubje&t to and the 
private exempt from : The Andromache of 
the ſtage may have an infant Hector at 
home, whom ſhe more tenderly feels for 
than the Hedfor of the ſcene; he may be 
fick, he may be ſupperlets ; there - may be 
none to nurſe him, when his mother is out 
of ſight, and the maternal intereſt in the 
divided beart of the aftrefs may preponde- 
rate over the heroine's : This 1s a caſe not 
within the chances to happen to. any lady- 
actreſs, who of courſe conſigns the taſk of 
_ education. to. other hands, and keeps her 
awn at leifure for- more preſſing duties. 
Publc performers thave their memories 
loaded and diſtracted-with a variety of parts, 
and oftentimes are compelled to ſuch a re- 


petuang. of the fume part, as cannot fail to 
_ quench 
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quench the ſpirit of the repreſentation ; they 
muſt obey the call of duty, be the caſt of 
the character what 1t may— 


mee Ca Thaida ſuſtinet, aut cum 


Unxorem comwdus agit. 


Subje& to all the various caſts of lite, 
Now the looſe harlot, now the virtuous wife, 


But, what is worſe than all, the veterans 
of the public ſtage will ſometimes be ap- 
pointed to play the old and ugly, as I can 
inſtance in the perſon of a moſt admirable 
attreſs, whom I have often ſeen, and never 
without the tribute of applauſe, in the 
caſts of Fuliet's Nurſe, Aunt Deborah, and 
other venerable damfels in the vale of years, 
when I am confident there is not a lady of 
| independent rank in England of Mrs. 
Pitt's age, who would not rather ſtruggle 
tor Miſs Jenny or Miſs Hoyden, than ſtoop 
to be the repreſentative of ſuch old hags. 

Theſe, and the ſubje&tion public perfor- 
mers are under to the caprice of the ſpe&ta- 
tors, and to the attacks of conceited and 
migudging critics, are amongſt the many 
Gilagrecable circumſtances which the moſt 

eminent 
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eminent muſt expect, and the moſt fortunate 
cannot eſcape. 
It would be hard indeed if performers of 
diſtin&tion, who uſe the ſtage only as an 
elegant and moral reſource, ſhould be ſub- 
Jet to any of theſe unpleaſant conditions; 
and yet as a friend to the nfing fame of the 
domeſtic drama I muſt obſerve, that there 
are ſome precautions neceſſary, - which it” 
patrons have not yet attended to. There 
are ſo many conſequences to be guarde( 
againſt, as well as proviſions to be made tor. 
an eſtabliſhment of this ſort, that it be- 
hoves it's conductors to take their firli 
ground with great judgment; and above all 
things to be very careful that an exhibition 
ſo ennobled by it's aftors, may be caſt into 
ſuch a ſtile and charaCter, as may keep it 
clear from any poſſible compariſon with 
ſpeCtacles, which it ſhould not condeſcend 
to imitate, 'and cannot hope to equal. This 
I believe has not been attempted, perhaps 
not even refle&ed upon, and yet, if I may 
ſpeak from” information of ſpecimens which 
I have not been preſent at, there are many 
reforms needful both 1 it's external as wel 
as internal arrangement. | 
. | By 


4 
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By external I mean ſpetacle, compre- 
hending theatre, ſtage, {cenery, orcheſtra, 
and all things elſe which fall within the pro- 
yince of the arbiter deliciarum : Theſe ſhould - 
be planned upon a model new, original and 
peculiar to themſelves ; {o induſtriouſly dit- 
tinguuſhed from our public play-houſes, 
that they ſhould not ſtrike the eye, as now 
they do, like a copy in miniature, but as the 
independant ſketch. of a maſter who di{dains 
to copy. I can call to mind many noble 
halls and ſtately apartments in the great 
houſes and caſtles of our nobility, which 
would give an artiſt ample field for fancy, 
and which with proper heip would be dil. 
poſed into new and ſtriking ſhapes for ſuch 
2 ſcene of action, as ſhould become the 
digaity of the performers. Halls and ſaloons, 
lanked with interior columns and furround- 
ed by galleries, would, with the aid of pro- 
per draperies or ſcenery in the intercolumna- 
tions, take a rich and elegant appearance, 
and at the ſame time the muſic might be ſo 
diipoſed in the eallery, as to produce a moſt 
animating effe&t. A very ſmall elevation of 
llage ſhould be allowed of, and no contrac- 


_ 
/ 


tion by fide ſcenes to huddle the ſpeakers 


ns 
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together and embarraſs their deportment 
no"ſhift of fcene whatever, and no curtain 
to draw up and drop, as if puppets were to 
_ play behind it ; the area, appropriated to the 
performers, ſhould be ſo drefled and fur- 
niſhed with all ſuitable accommodations, a 
to afford every poſhble opportunity to the 
- performers of varying their a&ions and pol: 
tures, whether of fitting, walking or ſtand- 
ing, as their ſituations in the ſcene, or their 
intereſt 1n -the dialogue may diate ; o as 
to faquiliarize and aflimilate their whole con- 
duc and converſation through the progrels 
of the drama, to the manners and habits of 

well-bred perſons in real life. _ 
| . Prologues and epilogues in the modem 

ftile of writing and ſpeaking them I regard 
as very unbecoming, and I ſhould bluſh to 
ſee any lady of faſhion in that filly and un- 
ſeemly ſituation : They are the laſt remain- 
ing corruptions of the antient drama; re- 
Uiques of ſervility, and only are retained in 
our London theatres as vehicles of humil! 
ation at the introduCtion of a new play, and 
traps for falſe wit, extravagant conceits and 
female flippancy at the concluſion of it: 


Where authors are petitioners, and player 
KM ſervants 
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ſervants to the public theſe condeſcenſions 
muſt be made, but where poets are not ſui- 
tors, and performers are benefaCtors, why 
hould the free Muſe wear ſhackles ? for 
ſuch they are, though the fingers of the 
brave are employed to put them on the 
limbs of the fair. 

As I am ſatisfied nothing ought to be ad- 
mitted from beginning to end, which can 
provoke compariſons, I revolt with indigna- 
jon from the 1dea of a lady of faſhion being 
trammelled in the trickery of the ſtage, and 
aught her airs and graces, till ſhe is made 
the mere fac-ſimile of a manneriſt, where the. 
oft ſhe can aſpire to 1s to be the copy of a 
opyiſt: Let none ſuch be conſulted in dreſ- 
ing or drilling an honorary novitiate in the 
orms and faſhions of the public ſtage ; it is 
courſe of diſcipline, which neither perſon 
vill profit by ; a kind of barter, in which 
both parties will give and receive falſe airs 
nd falſe conceits ; the fine lady will be diſ- 
ualified by copying the adreſs, and the 
Cireſs will become ridiculous by apeing the 
ne Jady, 

As for the choice of the drama, which is 


d nice and difficult a part - of the buſineſs, 
Vou. IV.- I I ſcarce 
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I ſcarce believe there is one play upon the 
Iſt, which 1n all it's parts and- paflages i; 
thoroughly adapted to ſuch a caſt as I am 
ſpeaking of : Where 1t has been in public 
uſe I am ſure 1t 1s not, for there compariſons 
are unavoidable. Plays profefſedly wrote for 
the ſtage muſt deal in ſtrong character, and 
{ſtriking contraſt: How can a lady ſtand for. 
ward in a part, contrived to produce ridicule 
or diſguſt, or which is founded upon broad 
humour and vulgar buffoonery ? 


Nempe ip/a videtur, 
Nen perſona loqui. 


4 Tis ſhe herſelf, and not her maſk which ſpeaks.” 


I doubt if it be altogether ſeemly for z 
gentleman to undertake, unleſs he can re- 
concile himſelf to cry out with Laberu— 


Eques. Romanus lare egreſſus meo 


ot Eſquire I fign'd myſelf at noon, 
« At night I counterſign'd Buſfoon. Y 


The drama therefore muſt be purpoſd 
written for the occaſion ; and the wntt! 
_ not only have _ knowledge of eve! 

| arrangemen 
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arrangement preparatory for the exhibition, 
but perſonal knowledge alſo of the per- 
formers, who are to exhibit it. The play 
itſelf, in my conception of it, ſhould be 
part only of the projected entertainment, 
woven into the device of a grand and ſplen- 
did fete, given in ſome noble country houſe 
or palace ; Neither ſhould the ſpeCtators be 
totally excuſed from their ſubſcription to 
the general ga/a, nor left to doſe upon their | 
benches through the progreſs of five tedious 
a&ts, but called upon at intervals by muſic, 
dance or refreſhment, elegantly contrived, 
to change. the ſamenels of the ſcene and re- 
licve the efforts of the more aCtive corps, 
employed upon the drama. 

And now let me ſay one ci qualify 
the 1rony I ſet out with and acquit myſelf as 
a moraliſt, | 

| There are many and great authorities 
againſt this ſpecies of entertainment, and 
certainly the danger 1s great, where theatri- 

cal propenſities are too much indulged 1n 
| young and inexperienced minds. - Tertul- 
tan fays, (but he is ſpeaking of a very licen- 
tious theatre) Theatrum ſacrarium eft Veneris 

—* A playhouſe is the very facriſty of Ve- 

en & © mus." 
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\ 
* nus.” And Juvenal, who wrote in times 4 
of the grofleſt impurity,. maintains that ng , 
prudent man will take any young lady to t 
wife, who has ever been even within the l 
walls of a theatre— 4 
Cuneis an haben! ſpectacula totis \ F 

Quod ſecurus ames, quodgque inde excerpere.poſſis 
0 
*« Look round, and fay if any man of ſenſe f 
* Will dare to ſingle out a wite from hence ?” p 
Young women of humble rank and ſmall 6 
_ pretenſions ſhould be particularly cautious k 
how a vain ambition of being noticed by q 
their ſuperiors betrays them into an attempt I 
_ at diſplaying their unprote&ed perſons on R 
a ſtage, however dignified and reſpectable. pf 
If they have talents, and of courſe applauſe, p 
are their underſtandings and manners proot * 
againſt applauſe ? If they miſtake their ta- Fo 
lents, and merit no applauſe, are they ſure of 
they will get no contempt for their ſelf-con- f 
ceit ? If they have both acting talents and s 
attractive charms, 1 tremble for their dan- t] 
ger; let the fooliſh parent, ' whoſe itching ( 


ears tingled with the plaudits, that reſound- 


ed through the theatre, where yirgia mo0- 
Th «1 deſty 


_ 
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deſty depoſited its bluſhes, beware how his 
aching heart ſhall throb with forrow, when 
the daughter, que pudica ad theatrum acceſ- . 
ſerat, inde revertetur impudica. (Cyprian. ad 


Donatum. } | 
\ So much by way of caution to the guar- 
dians and proteCtors of innocence; let the 
offence. light where it may, I care not, fo it 
ſerves the cauſe for which my heart 1s 
pledged, 

As for my opinion of private plays 1 in ge-, 
neral, though it is a faſhion, which hath 
kings and princes for it's nurſing fathers and 
queens and princeſſes for its nurſing mothers, 

I think it 1s a faſhion; that ſhould be cauti- 
ouſly indulged- and narrowly confined to 
certain ranks, ages and conditions in the 
community at large.. Grace forbid ! that, 
what the author of my motto ſaid ſcoffingly. 
of the Greeks ſhould be ſaid prophetically 
of this nation; emulate them in their love of 
freedom, in their loye:of ſcience ; rival them, 
in the greateſt of. their a&zons, but-not in; 

the verſatility of their mimic talents, till it 

ſhall be {aid of us by ſome; future fatiriſt— 


Natio comeda ft. Ries ? majore cackinno | 
Concutitur ; * et, f lackymas aſpexit amici, b 
I3 
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Nec delet. Igniculum brume fi tempore poſcas, 
Accipit eadromidem s Sidixeris, eftuo, ſudat, 

Nun ſumus ergo pares ; melior, qui ſemper et omni 
Nse dieque poteft alienum ſumere vultum. 


* I.ngh, and your merry echo burſts his ſides; 

++ Weep, and his courteous tears guſh out in tides; 
it Light a few ſticks you cry, 'tis wintry—Lo ! 

© He's a turr'd Laplander from top to toe; 

6+ Put out the fire, for now 'tis warm—He's more, 
* Hot, ſultry hot, and ſweats at every pore : 

*© Oh! he's beyond us; we can make no race 

© With one, who night and day maintains his pace, 


*« And faſt as you ſhift humours ſtill can ſhift his face.” 


Before 1 cloſe this paper I with to 
back to what I ſaid reſpeCting the propriety 
of new and occaſional dramas for private ex- 
| hibition : Too many men are tn the habit of 
decrying their contemporaries, and this dif- 
couraging Practice feems more generally le- 
yelled at the dramatic province, than any 
other ; but whilft the authors of ſuch tragic 
. dramas as Douglas, Elfrida and Carafacts, 
of ſuch comic ones as The Schoo/ for Scandal, 
The Fealous Wife, The Clandeſtine Marriage 
and The Way to Keep Him, with others in 
both lines, are yet amongſt us, why ſhould 

we ſuppoſe the ſtate of genius. ſo declined 
as not to furniſh. poets able to ſupport and 
EK ' to 


L = 
% 
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to ſupply their honorary repreſentatives ? ? 
Numbers there are no doubt, unnamed and 
unknown, whom the fiery trial of a public 
ſtage deters from breaking their obſcurity : 
Let diſintereſted fame be their prize and 
there will be no want of competitors. 


Latet angiis in herba, 


There is a ſerpent in the graſs, and that ſer- 
pent is the emblem of wiſdom ; the very 
{ymbol of wit upon the watch, couching for 
a while under the cover of obſcurity, till the 
bright rays of the ſun ſhall ſtrike upon it, 
give it life and motion to erect itſelf on end 
and diſplay the dazzling colours of it's bur- 
niſhed ſcales. 


* Though thou, vile cynic, art the-age's ſhame, 
+ Hope not to damn all living fame ; 
« True wit is arm's in ſcales fo-bright,.. 
« Tt dazzles thy dull owliſh fight; 
« Thy wolfiſh fangs no entrance gain, 
* They gnaw, they tug, they gnaſh in vain, 
* Their hungry malice does but edge their pain. 


* Avaunt, profane! *tis conſecrated grounds 

| ® Let no unholy foot be found _ 

* Where the Arts mingle, where the Muſes haunt, 

” And the Nine Siſters hyma their ſacred chaunt, 
| I 4 : «6 Where 
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6 


«6 


«6 


6c 


ey ' © 


«4 Where freedom's nymph-like form appears, 


. + And high *midſt the harmonious ſpheres 


Science her laurel- crowned head uprears, 


Ye moral maſters of the human heart! 


*. And you advance, ye ſons of Art ! 


6 Let Fame's far-echoing trumpet ſound 
'To ſummon all her candidates around ; 

6+ 'Then bid old Time his roll explore, 

© And ſay what age preſents a ſtore 


Tn merit greater or in numbers more, 


« Come forth, and boldly ſtrike the lyre, 
« Break into ſong, poetic choir ! | 

Let Tragedy's loud ſtrains in thunder roll ; 
With Pity's Jying cadence melt the ſoul; 


+ & And now provoke a ſprightlier lay z 


6c 


66 


« Hark! Comedy begins to play, 
She ſmites the ſtring, and Dullneſs flits away. 


For envious Dullneſs will eſſay to fling 


« Her mud into the Muſe's ſpring, 

«& Whilft critic curs with pricking ears 

«© Bark at each bard as he appears; 

« Ev'n the fair dramatiſt, who fips 

« Her Helicon with modeſt lips, 
Sometimes alas ! in troubled water dips. 


But ſtop not, fair one, faint not in thy taſk, 
« Slip on the ſock and ſnatch the maſk, 


_ © Poliſh thy clear refleRting glaſs, 
+6 And catch the manners as they paſs ; 


x 


6G Fame weaves no wreath that is not earn'd with mY 
66 A nd 


-_ 


© © Call home thy playful Sylphs again, 


« And chear them with a livelier ſtrain ; 


N 


No. 1022 THE- OBSERVER 477 


« And thou, whofe happy talent hit 

« The richeſt/vein of Congreve's wit, - 
« Ah! fickle rover, falſe ingrateful loon, _ 
« Did the fond eaſy Muſe conſent too ſoon, | 

« That thou ſhould'ſt quit Thalia's arms 

« For an old Begum's tawny charms, 
© And ſhake us, not with laughter, but alarms ? 


&« Curſt be ambition ! Hence with muſty laws! 

« Why pleads the bard but in Apollo's cauſe ? 

« Why move the Court and humbly apprehend 

« But as the Muſe's advocate and friend? _ 
« She taught his faithful ſcene to ſhow 
«* All that man's varying paſſions know, 

« Gay- flaſhing wit and heart-difſolving woe. 


Thou too; thrice happy 3 in a Fealms Wi if 
* Comic interpreter of nuptial life, _ | 
« Know that all candid hearts deteſt 

* 'Th' unmanly ſcoffer's cruel jeſt, - 

* Who for his jibes no butt could nd 

«© But what cold palſy left behind, 
a ſhaking n man with an unſhaken mind, 


«* And ye, who teach man's lordly race, - 
+ "088 woman's wit will have its place, 
* Matrons and maidens who inſpire - 
" Wy ſcenic flute or ſweep the Sapphic Iyre, 
« Go, warble in the'ſytvan ſeat, 
* Where the Parnaflian ſiſters meet, 
* And ſtamp the rugged ſoil with female feet. 


* 'Tis ye, who i interweave the myrtle bough 
* With the proud palm that crowns Britannia's brow, 
| I'5 | "x" "WO 
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* Who, to the age in which ye live 
* It's charms, it's graces and it's glories give; 
« For me, I ſeek no higher praiſe, 
6 But to crop one ſmall ſprig of bays, 
* And wear it in the ſunſhine of your days,” 


Do not know a man in England better re- 
ceived in the circles of the great than 
Fack Gayleſs * Though he has no one quality 
for which he ought to be reſpected, and 


ſome points in his character for which he 


ſhould be held in deteſtation, yet his man- 
ners are externally ſo agreeable, and his tem- 
per generally ſo focial, that he makes a holi- 
gay in every family where he viſits. He lives 
with the nobility upon the eaſieſt footing, 
and in the great houſes where he is in ha- 
bits of intityacy, he knows all the domel- 
tics by name, and has ſomething to fay to 
| every one of them upon his arrival: He has 
ajoke with the butler at the ſide-board dur- 
mg.dinner, and ſets the footman a tittering 
Behind his chair, and is ſo comical and {0 
farnitiar—He has the beſt receipt book 

England, 


mee and recommends himſelf to the 
cook by a new ſauce, for he 1s in the ſe- 
crets of the King's kitchen at Verſailles : 
He has the fineſt breed of ſpaniels in Eu- 
rope, and is never without a puppy at the 
command of a friend : He knows the theory 
of hunting from top to bottom, is always in 
with the hounds, can develop every hit in a 
check, and was never known to chear a 
wrong dog in a cover, when he gives his 
tongue: If you waht an odd horſe to match 
your ſet, Jack 1s your- man ; and for a neat 
travelling carriage, there 1s not an item that 
he will not ſuperintend, if you are deſirous. 
to employ him; he will be at your door with 
it, when the builder brings it home, to ſee 
that nothing is wanting, he is fo ready and 
lo obliging : No man canvaſſes a-county or 
borough like Jack Gayleſs ; he is ſo plea- 
lant with the freeholders, and has ſo many 
ſongs and ſuch facetious toaſts, and ſuch 
a way with him amongft their wives and 
daughters, that fleſh and blood cannot hold 
out againſt him : In ſhort, he is the beſt 
leader of a mob, and of courſe the honefteſt 
fellow in England. 
A merchant's M6 of great fortune 
married 
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married him for love; he ran away with her 
from a boarding-ſchool, but her father after 
a time was reconciled to his ſon-in-law, and 
| Jack, during the life of the good man, pa. 
led his time in a {mall country houſe on 
Clapham Common, ſuperintending the con- 
cerns of about ſix acres of ground ; being 
very expert however in the gardens and 
grape-houſe, and a very ſociable fellow over 
a bottle with the citizen and his friends on 
A Saturday and Sunday, he became a mighty 
favourite : All this while he lived upon the 
beſt terms with his wife ; kept her a neat 
little palfrey, and regularly took his airing on 


the common by her fide in the moſt uxor- 


ous manner : She was in fa&t a moſt excel- 
lent creature, of the ſweeteſt temper and 
mildeſt manners, ſo that there ſeemed no 
interruption to their happineſs, but what 
aroſe from her health, which was of a deli- 
cate nature. After a few years the citizen 
died, and Jack, whoſe conviviality had given 
him a helping hand out of the world, 
found himſelf in pofſeffion of a very hand-. 
ſome ſum of money upon caſting up lus 
affairs at his deceaſe. - . 
"Jack Gayleſs having no further purpoſe 
| t0 
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to ſerve, ſaw no occaſion to conſult appear- 
ances any longer, and began to form con- 
nexions, in which he did not think it neceſ- 
fary for his wife to have a ſhare. He now 
{t out upon the purſuit of what the world 
calls pleaſure, and ſoon found himſelf in the 
company of thoſe whom the world calls the 
Great. He had the addreſs to recommend 
himſelf to his new acquaintance, and uſed 
oreat diſpatch in getting rid of his old ones; 
His wife was probably his greateſt incum- 
brance on this occaſion ; but Jack poſlefled 
one art in perfe&tion, which ſtood him in 
great ſtead ; he had the civilleſt way. of in- 
ſulting that could be imagined ; and as the 
teclings of his wife were thoſe of the fond- 
eſt ſuſceptibility, operating upon a weak 
and delicate conſtitution, he ſucceeded to 
admiration in tormenting her by negle&, at 
the ſame time that he never gave her a 
harſh expreſſion, and in particular, when 
any body elſe was preſent, behaved himſelf 
towards her, in ſo obliging a manner, that 
all his acquaintance ſet him down as the beſt 
tempered fellow living, and her as a lady, 
by his report, rather captious and querulen- 
tial, When he had thus got the world on 

his 
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No. 194, N 
his fide, he detached himſelf more and mor ]: 
from her ſociety, and becatne leſs ftudiou, Wl w 
to difguife the inſults he put upon her : She in 
declined faſt in her health, and certain ſymp. Wl D 

' toms began to appear, which convinced 01 
Jack that a perſeverance in his ſyſtetn would to 
ina ſhort time lay her in the grave, and WW ha 
leave him without any farther moleſtation, WI de 
Her habit was conſumptive, for where is Wl 8: 
the human frame that can long reſiſt the Wl pr 
agony of the heart ? In this extremity ſhe hi 
requeſted the affiſtance of a certain phyli- WI pr 
clan, very eminent in theſe caſes : This lit- tu 
tle gentleman has a way of hitting off the pa 
cotnplaints of his patients, which 4s not al- for 
ways ſo convenient to thoſe expe&ant par- | do 
ties, who have made up their thinds ahd 
reconciled themſelves to the call of nature, to 
As Jack had one obje&, and the - Do&tor Wi be 
another, they did not entirely agree in their his 
proceſs, and ſhe was ſent down by her bu{- Wl it 
| band into a diſtant county for the benefit Wil tet 
| of the air, in a low ſituation and a damp Wh fag 
| houſe. Jack and the phyſician had now a Wi in 
ſcene /of altercation, m which it was evI- ha 
dent thiat the leaſt man of the two had the - 
a 


(om ſpitit and the largeſt heart, No 
3 Jac 
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Jack certainly put up with ſotne expreffions, 
which could only be paſſed over by perte& 
innocence or abſolute cowardice : The little 
Dottor, who had no objeCftion to ſend Jack 
out of the world, and a very longing deſire 
to keep his lady in it, ſpoke like a man who 
had long been in the praQice of holding 
death at defiance ; but what Jack loſt in ar- 
oument he made up in addreſs, and after 
profeſſing his acquieſcence in the meaſures of 
his antagoniſt, he ſilently determined to 
purſue his own, and the Doctor's depar- 
ture was very ſoon followed by that of his 
patient. The dying wife made a feeble ſtand 
for a while, but what can a broken heart 
do againſt a hardened one ? 

After Jack had taken ſuch zealous pains. 
to over-rule the Do&tor's advice, it 15s not to 
be ſuppoſed but he would have accompanied 
his' wife to the place of her deſtination, if 
it had been only for the fatisfaftion of con- 
templating the effets of _ his own greater 
lagacity in her caſe; and he proteſted to her, 
in the kindeſt manner, that nothing ſhould 
haverobbed liim of the pleaſure of attending 
her on the journey, but the moſt indifpen- 
fable and unexpected butinets : He had juſt 

then 
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| then received letters from two friends, which | 
would be attended with the greateſt breach 


of honour, 'if negle&ed ; and ſhe knew his 
 nicety of principle in thoſe affairs: He would 


.not read them to her, as ſhe was in too weak 
-a-condition (he obſerved) to attend to buſi 
neſs, but ſhe might reſt affured, he would, 
1f poflible, oyertake her on: the way, : or be L 
with her 1n a few. hours-after her arrival, for t 
he ſhould be impatient to be a witneſs of v 
| her recovery,” which' he perſuaded ' him(zlf E 
would ſoon take place,” when ſhe.had made v 
experiment of the place: he had choſen for f 
her. When he: had finiſhed; his apology, e 
:his: wife raifed cher eyes from. the ground, a 
| Where: ſhe had fixed them :whilſt he was h; 
ſpeaking, and - with a look of- ſuch mild h; 
languor, and: fuch 'dying ſoftneſs, as would h; 
almoſt have melted marble into pity, mourn- ſi 
fully replied—farewe!! /—and reſigning ber- pt 
-ſelf tothe ſupport of her maid and a nurle, Wi fo 
was lifted into her carriage,' and; left her 
huſband [to purſue his beets without re- 
.proach.' 35 72 Þ LT. | 
+ Jack; Gayleſs now loſt: no: wfiichber time un Wi 50 
fulfilling the promiſe he had made to b Wi «» 


wife, and immediately began to.apply hm- 


gr; 
ſel | 
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{elf to the letters, which had fo indiſpen- 
ſably prevented him from paying her thoſe 
kind offices, which her fituation was in ſo 

much need of. Theſe letters I ſhall now 
inſert, as ſome of my readers may probably 
think he wants a juſtification on this occa- 
fon. The firſt was from a great lady of 
unblemiſhed reputation, who has a charac- 
ter for public charity and domeſtic virtues, 
which even malice has not dared to impeach. 
Her ladyſhip was now at her country ſeat, 
where ſhe preſided at a table of the moſt 
ſplendid hoſpitality, and regulated a princely 
eſtabliſhment with conſummate judgment 
and decorum : In this great family Jack. 
had long been a welcome viſiter, and as he 
had received: a thouſand kindneffes at her 
hands, gratitude would diſpoſe him to con-. 
fider her requeſts as commands the moſt 


preſſing. The 1mportant contents were as 
follows, VIZ, 


Dear Fack, 


Tan forry your wife's ſo fick ; but quihinks 
you'd do well to change the ſcene, and come 
among /t us, now home's ſo dull. You'll be 
griev'd to hear I have "w Tom Jones in 


the 


1 


el 
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the back finews : Ned has put a charge 1 
him, but he is ſo cruelly let down, I am afraid 
he muſt be ſcor'd with a fine iron, and that 
will be an eye-ſore, to ſay no worſe on't, My 
tord you know hates writing, fo he bids me tell 
you to bring Moll Roſs with you, as he thinks 
there 15 a young mail here will take her off your 
- hands ; and as you have had the beſt of her, 
and fhe is rather under your weight, think you'll 
be glad to get well out of her. Would you be- 
lieve it, I was eight hours in the ſaddle yeſter- 
day : We dug a fox in Lady Tabby's park : 
The old Dowager goes on ſetting traps ; all the 
country round cries out upon it : Thank the 
fates, ſhe had a py'd peacock and a whole 
brood of Guinea fowls carried off laft night : 
My lord Jays "tis. a judgment upon her. Don't 
forget to bring your Highland tarrier, as 1 
won's Fain have a croſs with my bitck Cruel. 
| | Dear Fatk, re of 


As Jack Gayleſs was not one of thoſe 
milkſops, who let family excuſes ſtand in the 
way of the more amiable office of obliging 
his friends, and ſaw in its juſt light the rid- 


cule he would naturally expoſe himſelt - 
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if he ſheltered himſelf under fo filly a pre- 


tence as a wife's fickneſs, he would infallibly 
have obeyed her ladyſhip's commands, and 


Mrs. Gayleſs, 1f he had not been divided by 
another very preſſing attention, which every 
man of the world will acknowledpe the im- 
portance of, There was a certain young 
lady of eaſy virtue, who had made a tender 
impreſſion on his heart as he was innocently 


vailed fo far with her as to gain her conſent 
to an appointment for that day : not forefee- 
ing, as 1 ſhould ſuppoſe, or perhaps not juſt 
at that motnent recolle&ing his wife's jour- 
ney, and the call there would be upon him 
on that account. This young lady, who 
was wanting in no other virtue but chaſtity, 
had learnt ſorne particulars of Mr. Gayleſs, 


quence had written him the following per- 
2h billet + : 


g Sir, | 
+ T am ſorry it is not poſſible for me to receive 
q the honour of your wijit, -and the more ſo, as id 


{et out with the Highland tarrier inſtead of 


j 
: 
: 
| 
: 
| 


; 
it 
14 
8 
: 
d 
: 
| 
1 
; 
; 
f 
} 


taking the air in Hyde Park : He-had pre- 


which ſhe had not been informed of when 
ſhe yielded to the affignation, and in confe- 


y 
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N 
am afraid my reaſon for declining. it, thoug} in 
mnſuperable with me, will not appear a ſufficient pc 
one 111 your opinion. TI have juſt now been in- ſu 
formed that you are a married man ; this would th 
have been enough, if I had not heard it with Wl wi 
the addition, that your Lady is one of the mf un 
excellent and moſt injured women living—if WY a | 
zndeed fhe be yet living, for I learn from the Wl qu 
fame authority that ſhe is in the laſt lage of a cre 
rapid decline. : c01 

Ju what light muſt I regard myſelf, if I was WY bir 
to ſupply you with a motive for negleRing that Wil 3 
attention, which her ſituation demands of you ? Wh ff: 
Don't let it ſurprize you, that a woman who has Wi coi 
forfeited her claim to modeſly, ſhould yet retain WW no! 
ſome pretenfions to humanity : If. you have re-, Wil» 
nounced both the one and the other, I have « Wit'c 
double motive for declining your acquaintance. the 

| I am, &c. | diat 

NF ENTER TR, — 

The tile of this letter ſeemed ſo extraor- Cha 
dinary to. Jack, and ſo unlike- what he had Ns 
been uſed to receive from correſpondents of - 


this lady's deſcription, that it is not to be 
wondered at, if it threw him into a profound 
meditation : Not that the rebuke made any 
other impreſſion on him, than as 1t any 
involve 


- *.* ng 
«4 
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involve a myſtery which he could not ex- 
pound 3 for it never entered into his head to 
ſuppoſe that the writer was it earneſt. In 
this dilemma he imparted it to a friend, and 
with his uſual gaiety- defired his help to 
unriddle 1t : His friend peruſed it, and with 
a ſerious countenance /told him he-was ac- 
quainted with the lady, and gave her perfect 
credit for the ſincerity of the ſentiments it 
contained : She was a romantic girl, he told 
him, and not worth a further thought ; but 
as he perceived he was chagrined with the 
affair, he - adviſed him to take poſt for the 
country, *and attend the ſummons - of his 
noble correſpondent, for that he himſelf had 
always found the: diſſipation of a journey 
the beſt remedy in all caſes of vexation, like 
the preſent. This friendly'advice was imme- 
diately followed by an order for thejourney, 
and Jack Gayleſs put himſelf into his poſt- 
chaiſe, with his tarrier by his fide, ordering 
his groom to tollow bores Moll Roſs of wal 


| 

{ Wltages, 

e Whilſt Jack was rapidly poſting towards 
| Wh" houſe © of jollity and diffipation, his 
; Wuffcring and forſaken wife by flow -ſtages 
0 peſuel her laſt-melancholy journey : - Sup: 
6 +. non 


, 
. 
; 
0 
| 
f 
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ported. in her coach by her two. women, and 
attended-by an old man-ſervant of her f. 
_ ther's, ſhe at laſt reached the allotted houſe, 
where her miſeries were to find a period, 
One indiſcretion only, a ſtolen and precipj. 
tate marriage, had marked her life with 4 
blemiſh, and the huſband, who in early 
youth hae betrayed her artleſs affeftion into 
that fatal miſtake, was now the choſen in- 
ftrument of chaſtiſement. She bore her 
- complicated afflictions. with. the moſt pa- 
tient” reſignation ; neither ſickneſs nor for- 
row forced a' complaint from her; and 
Death, by. the gentleneſs of his advances, 
ſeemed to.lay, aſide his terrors, and approach 
her with refpe& and pity. 

Jack was ſtill upon his viſit, when he re- 
ceived the news of her death : This event 
obliged him to: break off from a moſt agree: 
able party, and: take a-journey.to London; 
but as the ſeaſon. had happened to ſet in tor 
a ſevere froft, andthe fox-hounds were con- 
| fined to their kennel, he had the conſolation 
to refleft that his amuſements- were not {0 
much. interrupted. as they might have been. 
He gave orders for a handſome funeral, anl 
deported himſelf. with ſuch outward py 
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priety, on the occaſion, that all the world 
gave him credit for his behaviour, and: he 
continues to be the ſame popular charafer 
amongſt his acquaintance, and univerſally 
carefſed : In ſhort, Jack Gayleſs (to uſe the 
phraſe of faſhion) is the honefte/t fellow in 
England, and—a diſgrace to human na- 
ture. 


No. CIV. 


f Yar condudt of a young lady, who is the 
only daughter of a very worthy father, 
and ſome alarming particulars reſpeCting her 
ſituation which had come to my knowledge, 
gave occaſion to me for writing my Paper, 
No. XXVIL. in which I endeavour to point 
out the conſequences parents have to appre- 
hend from novels, which though written upon 
moral plans, may be apt to take too ſtrong 
a hold upon young and ſuſceptible minds, 
eſpecially in the ſofter ſex, and produce an 
affe&ted charatter, where we with ta find a 

natural one. 
As the young perſon in queſtion is now 
happily extricated from all danger, and has 
$h ſeen 
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ſeen her error, I ſhall relate her ſtory, not 
only as it contains ſome incidents which arc 
| amuſing, but as it tends to, illuſtrate by ex. wi 
ample the ſeveral inſtruftions, - which in 
my Paper before mentioned I endeavoured 
to convey. ar 

_ Sappho 1s the only child of Shin, who Of 
is a widower ; a paſſionate fondneſs for this cc 
daughter, tempered with a very {mall ſhare 
of obſervation or knowledge of the world, ar 
determined Clemens to an attempt (which 
has ſeldom been found to ſucceed) of ren- 
dering Sappho , a miracle of accompliſh- 
ments, by putting her under the inſtructions 
of maſters in almoſt every art and ſcience 
. at one and the ſame time: His houſe now 
became an academy of muſicians, dancing- 
maſters, language-maſters, drawing-maſters, 
geographers, hiſtorians, and a variety of in- 
ferior artiſts male and female ; all theſe ſtu- 
dies appeared the more defirable to Cle- 
-mens, from his own ignorance of them, Wi an 
having devoted his life to buſineſs of a very 
different nature. Sappho made juſt as much 
Progreſs in each, as is uſual with young l«- 
dies ſo attended ; ſhe could do a.little of iſ 
molt of them, and talk of all: She oval 
: Þ 
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play a concerto by heart with every grace 


her maſter had taught her, note for note, 
with the -preciſe repetition of a barrel-organ : 


ings, which Clemens praiſed -to the ſkies, 
and which Sappho affured him had been 


he queſtioned her out of the newſpaper, 
and would point -out the -very ſpot upon 
the terreſtrial globe, where Paris, Madrid, 
Naples and Conftantinople aftually were to 
be found : She had as much French as 
puzzled Clemens, and would have ſerved 
her to buy blond-Jace and Paris netting 


fo far as to pen-a. letter in that language to 
a young lady -of her acquaintance, which her 
maſter, who ſtood over whilſt ſhe wrote it, 
declared to be little inferior in ſtile to Ma- 
dame SevigneE's: In hiſtory, both antient 


able, for ſhe could run through the twelve 
kings from the conqueſt upon her fingers 


peared a prodigy to Clemens, and in the 
Ver. IV; - K warmth 


She had ſtuck the room round with draw- 


only touched up a little'by her maſter : She 
could tell the capital of every country, when 


at a French milliner's ; nay, ſhe had gone - 


and modern, her progreſs was proportion- 
Czfars in a breath, and reckon up all the 


without putting one out of place ; this ap- 
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warmth of. his heart he fairly told her ſhe 
was .one of the world's wonders ; Sappho 
aptly fet him right in this miſtake, by af. 
ſuring him that there were but ſeven won- 
ders in the world, all of which ſhe repeate( 
to him, and only left him more convinced 
that ſhe herſelf was deſervedly the eighth. 
| There was a gentleman about fifty year 
old, a friend of Clemens, who came fre- 
quently to his houſe, and, being a man 
talents and leiſure, was ſo kind as to take 
great pains in direEting and bringing Sappho 
forward in her ſtudies : This was a very ac- 
cceptable ſervice to Clemens, and the viſits 
of Mufidorus were always joyfully welcomed 
both by him and Sappho herſelf: Mufido- 
. rus declared himſelf overpaid by the delight 
It gave him to contemplate the opening ta- 
lents of ſo promiſing a young lady ; and « 
Sappho was now of years to eſtabliſh he 
-pretenfions to taſte and ſentiment, Mul- 
dorus made ſuch a fele&ion of authors far 
her reading, as were beſt calculated to ac: 
compliſh her /in thoſe particulars : In {t: 
4ling this important choice, he was careful 
to put none but writers of delicacy and {et 


| ability into her hands ; ; intereſting and 
fecting 
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feting tales or novels were. the books he 
chiefly recommended, which, by exhibiting 
the faireſt patterns of female purity (ſuffer- 
ing diſtreſs and even death itſelf from the 
attacks of licentious paſſion in the grofler 
ſex) might inſpire her ſympathetic heart 
with pity, and guard 1t from ſeduCtion by 
diſplaying profligacy 1a its moſt odious 
colours. 

Sappho's propenſiy to theſe ſtudies fully 
anſwered the intentions of her kind direc- 
tor, and ſhe became more and more attach- 
ed to works of ſentiment and pathos. Muſi- 
dorus's next ſolicitude was to form her ſtile, 
and with this view he took upon himſelf the 
trouble of carrying on a kind of proba- 
| tionary correſpondence with her ; this happy 
expedient ſucceeded beyond expectation, 
tor as two people, who ſaw each other every 
day, could have very little matter to write 
upon, there was ſo much the more exerciſe 
tor invention; and ſuch was the copiouſneſs 
and fluency of expreſſion which. ſhe became 
miſtreſs of by this ingenious practice, that 
ſhe could fill four ſides of letter paper with 
what other people expreſs upon the back of 
2 card; Clemens once, in the exultation 
5. 3 oo "of - 
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of his heart, put a bundle of theſe many. 
ſcripts into my hands, which he confefled 
he did not clearly underſtand, but neverthe- 
leſs beheved them to be the moſt elegant 
things in the language; I ſhall give the 
reader a ſample of two of them, which I drew 
out of the number, not by choice, but by 
_ chance;* they were carefully folded, and 
labelled at the back in Sappho's own hand as 
follows, Mw/idorus to Sappho of the 10th i 
Fune ; underneath ſhe had wrote with a pen- 
cil theſe words : | 
PICTURESQUE | 
ELEGANT | 
HAPPY ALLUSION TO THE SUN |! 
'KING DAVID NOT TO BE COMPARED T0 
PIT MUSIDORUS, 


Here follows the note, and I cannot doubt 
but the reader will confeſs that its contents 
deſerve all that the label expreſſes. 


" Fune the 10th 1785. 
« As ſoon as I aroſe this morning, I d: 
« re&ed my eyes to the eaſt, and demanded 
'« of the ſun, if he had given you my goot- 
&« morrow : This was my parting 1njunc- 


* tion laſt night, when I took leave of hin 
| x: "Wh In 


cc 


« beams with fo particular a luſtre, that I am 
« ſatisfied he has fulfilled my commuſſion, 
« and ſaluted the eyelids of Sappho : If he 
« js deſcribed to come forth as a bridegroom 
« out of his chamber, how much rather may 


*« out of yorr”s ? I ſhall look for him to per- 
« form his journey this day with a peculiar 
« olee; I expect he will not ſuffer a cloud 
« tg come near him, and=T ſhall not be 
« ſurprized, if through his eagerneſs to 
* repeat his next morning's ſalatation, he 


* weſt ſome hours before their time ; 
* unleſs indeed you ſhould walk forth 
* whilſt he is deſcending, and he ſhould 
* delay the wheels. of his chariot to. look 


* unleſs you- fulfil your engagement, and 
* conſent to repeat our uſual ramble-in the 
*cool of the evening, our part of the 
* world 1s likely to be in darkneſs before it 


* pronuſe to Muſidorus.” 
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« in the weſt, and he this moment plays his 


« it be ſaid of him, when he comes forth 


« ſhould whip his fiery-footed. fleeds to the 


- »_ 
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* back upon an object fo pteaſing. You ſee 
< therefore,, moſt amiable Sappho, that 


* 15 expected, and'that nature herſelf will be- 
* put out of courſe, .if Sappho. forfeits her: 


K $ ” SAPPHO: 
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2; SAPPHO IN REPLY TO MUSIDORUs,” 


« If nature holds her courſe tl Sappho 
« forfeits her word to Muſidorus, neither 
« the ſetting nor the riſing ſun ſhall vary 
* from his appointed time. But: why does 
«* Muſidorus aſcribe to me ſo flattering an 
© influence, when, if I have any intercft 
« with Apollo, it muſt be to his good 
<« offices only that I owe it ? It he bears the 
* meflages of Muſidorus to me, 1s 1t not 
*« a mark of his reſpe& to the perſon who 
« ſends him, rather than to her he 1s fent 
«* to? And whom ſhould he ſo willingly 
* obey, as one whom he ſo copioully 1 IN 
'« ſpires ? I ſhall walk as uſual in the cool 
« hour of even-tide, liftening with greedy 
 * ear to that diſcourſe, which, by the re- 
« fined and elevated ſentiments it inſpires, 
<* has taught me to look down with filent 
« pity and contempt upon thoſe frivolous 
« beings, who talk the mere language of 
T the ſenſes, not of the ſoul,- and to whoſe 
« filly prattle I neither condeſcend to lend 
« an ear, or to ſubſcribe a word. Know then 
2 that opho will reſerve her attention for 
« Muſfidorus, 
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« Muſidorus, and: if Apollo /hall delay the 


« wheels of fits chariot to wait upon us in 
« our evening ramble, believe me he wilk 
« not ſtop for the. unworthy purpoſe of 
« looking back upon. Sappho, but for the 

« nobler | ETA of liſtening, to Muft- 
« dorus.” 


The evening walk took place as uſual, 
but it was a walk in the duſty purheus of 
London, and Sappho ſighed for a cottage 
and the country : Mauſidorus. ſeconded the. 
figh, and he had abundance of fine things 
to ſay on the occaſion: Retirement 1s a 
charming ſubject for a ſentimental enthu- 
faſt ; there 1s not a poet in the language, 
but will help him out with a deſcription ; 
Muſidorus had them all at his fingers ends,. _ 
from Heſperus that led the flarry hoſt, down. 0 
to a glow-worm. 
The paſſion took fo ſtrong a hold of Sap-. 
pho's mind, that ſhe. actually affailed her - 
father on the ſubjec&t,. and with great-energy” - 
of perſuaſion moved him to-adopt her ideas:- 
It did not exa&tly fuit Clemens .to;break - |} 
up a very lucrative profeſſion, and ſet out © —& || 
kh ſearch. of ſome ſolitary cottage, whoſe; 
| K 4 romantic: 
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_ romantic fituation nught ſuit. the fpirity. 
alized defires of his daughter, and I am 
afraid he was for cnce in his life not quite 
{o reſpeQtful to her wiſhes, as he might 
have been.: Sappho was ſo unuſed to con- 
tradition, that. ſhe explained herſelf t9 
_ Mufidorus with ſome aſperity, and it be- 
came the ſubje& of much debate between 
them:: Not that: he held a contrary opinion 
from her's; but the difficulty; which-embar- 
raſled beth: parties: was, where: to find the 
happy: ſcene ſhe fighed for, and how to ob- I 
tain-it whem it was found. The firſt part 
of this difficulty was at laſt furmounted, 
_ and the choſen ſpot was pointed out by 
Mufidorns, which according to his deſcrip- 
tion. was: tlie very: bower of felicity;; it was 
in.a.northern: county: at a. diftance from the 
_ capital, and its ſituation was. moſt delectable: 
The next meaſure was a ſtrong; one ; for the 
queſtion to be: decided was, if Sappho ſhould 
abandon her proje&. or her father ;. ſhe 
called: uporws Mufidorus for his opinion, and 
he. delivered it as follows : —* If I was not 
* convinced, moſt amiable Sappho, that a 
< ſecond application to Clemens would be 
© as unſucceſsful as the firſt, 1 would ad- 


« yiſe 
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« viſe yow to the experiment ; but. as: 
« there 1s no doubt. of this; 1t muſt be the- 
« heighth- of impradence to put that: to a. 
« trial, of which there 1s no hope :: It comes: 
« therefore next to be: confidered,, if: you: 
« ſhall'give up your-plan,.orexecuto 1t. with-- 
« out- his privity:;. 1. other  words;. if yon: 
« ſhal} or ſhall: not do- that, which is: tos 
« make your happy::. If it were- not confiſ-- 
« tent with the'ſtriceſt purity,of charatter,, 
« ] ſhould: anſwer no:;, but when L refle&- 
« upon- the innocence, the: ſimplicity,. the- 
«* moral. beauty. of the: choice you. make;, 
« ] then regard.the duty you: awe: to yourſelf 
« as ſuperior to all- others,. which-are falſely 


« preference, you.obey. nature herfelf: If you. 
« were of an age too childiſh: to. be allow-- 


« being old enough to- be intitled: to ai 
* choice,, you. wanted; wit: to. make one; 
| © there would. be no: doubt: in: the- caſe ;;: 
* nay, I will go: fo: far as to. fay,, that if. 
* Clemens was a: man of judgment ſuperior. 


« his oppoſition ;. but if truth may ever be. 
* ſpoken,. it. may..on this occaſion, and who. 
K 5 Ie - 


« callednatural; whereas, jf you. follow this in. 


* ed. to: know. what ſuits you beſt,. or,. if 


* to your own, . I ſhould be. ſtaggered with. 
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| «5s. there that does not ſee the weakneſs of 
<« the father's underſtanding ; who but muſt 
« acknowledge the pre-eminence of the 
E daughter's ? I will ſpeak yet plainer, moſt 
« incomparable Sappho, it is not fitting 
« that folly ſhould preſcribe to wiſdom : 
« The queſtion therefore is come to an 
« upſhot, Shall Sappho live a life ſhe de- 
« ſpiſes and deteſts, to humour a father, 
* whoſe weakneſs ſhe pities, but whole 
* judgment ſhe cannot” reſpe&.?*” 
* No,” replied Sappho, © that point is 
* decided ; paſs on-to the next, and ſpeak 
« to me upon the prafticability of exe- 
« cuting what I am reſolved to attempt.” 
«* The authority of a parent,” reſumed 
* Mufidorus, is fuch over an unpro- 
& tected: child, that reaſon will be no de- 
_ © fence. to. you againſt obſtinacy and coer- 
* cion. Tn the caſe of a ſon, profeſſion 
« gives that defence : new. duties- are im- 
* poſed by-a man's. vocation, which ſuper- 
« ſede what are called: natural ones ; but 
« jn the inftance of a daughter, where ſhall 
« ſhe fly for proteCtion' againſt the impe- 
« rious controul of a parent, but to the 
be ATINS— ; AD tremble to. pronounce the 
&« word; 
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« word ; your own imagination muſt com- 
« plete the ſentence''—* Oh ! horrible !”? 
cried Sappho, interrupting him, «© I wil 


« never marry ; 1 will never fo contaminate. 
« the ſpotleſs luſtre of my incorporeal pu-- 
« rity : No, Mufidorus, no—[/} bear my: 
« bluſhing honours ftill about me.”'—< And fit. 


«* you ſhould,” cried Mufidoras, © what 
« demon dare defile them ? Periſh the man,. 
* that could intrude-a ſenſual thought with- 


« in the ſphere of ſuch repelling virtue !—- 


« But marriage 1s aform ; and forms are pure; 
« at leaſt they may be ſuch; there's no poHu- 
« tton in aname; and if a name wlll ſhelter 
« you, why ſhould you fear to take it ?”— 
« I perceive,” anſwered Sappho, © that T 
* am in a very dangerous dilemma ; fince- 
* the very expedient, which 1s to prote&t 


« me from violence of one fort, expoſes. 


© me to it under another ſhape too odious: 
«© to mention.”—*© And: 1s. there: then,” 


laid Muſidorus fighing, ©is there. no hu- 
* man being in your thoughts in whom 


«you can confide?” Alas for me! if you: 
© believe you- have no. friend who-is not” 
© tainted with the impurities of his ſex :: 
* And what is friendſhip ?. what, but. the: 

K 6 _ * union. 
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« union of ſouls? and are not. ſouls thus 
« united already. married ? For my part, 
« I have long regarded our pure and fſpirity- 
* alized: connection in. this light, and I 
« cannot-foreſee how any. outward ceremony 
* js to alter that inherent delicacy of ſenti- 
«© ment, which 1s. inſeparable from my ſoul's 
« attachment to the foul of Sappho : If we 
<« are determined to deſpiſe the world, we 
« ſhould alſo deſpiſe the conſtructions of 
*« the world: If retirement 1s our. choice, 
«* and the life and habits of Clemens are 
© not to be the life and' habits of Sappho, 
« why. ſhould Muſidorus, who. is ready to: 
« ſacrifice every thing in. her defence, not 
« be thought incapable of abuſing her con- 
«+ fidence, when. he offers the protection of 
_ © his.name ? If a few words muttered over 
« us by a Scotch. blackſmith will. put. all 
« our troubles to reſt, why ſhould: we reſort 
«© to. dangers and'difficulties, when ſo-ealy a 
« remedy 15 before. us ? But. why; ſhould I 
« ſeek for arguments, to» allay your' appre- 
«. henſions,, ho you: have in-me ſo-natural 
« a ſecurity for my. performance: of the 
« ftricteſt ſtipulations ?'— And' what 1s 
T0 that ſecurity py ſhe eagerly demanded.. 
__ Muſidors 
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Muſidorus now: drew back. a few-paces,. and' 
with the moſt ſolema airand action, . laying 


his hand upon his heart, replied,, © My 


* age, madam !''—* That's true,” cried: 


Sappho ; and now: the converſation took a: 
new turn, 1n. the. courſe. of which they: 
| agreed upon their plan: of proceeding, ſet- 


tled their rendezvous for the. next. day,, and' 
Muſidorus departed. to- prepare: all. things: 
neceflary tor the ſecurity. of their expedi- 


tion. 


CV. 


 Tange Chlo#n ſemel arrogantem: 
(Horar:.) 


« O:Cupid,. touch this rebel heard !””* 


-PON. the day appointed, Sappho,, with: 


her father's conſent, ſet: out in. a hired; 
| poſt-chaiſe upon a pretended viſit. to a:rela- 


tion ;.- who lived about twenty miles' from: 
town, on the northern road :: At the: inns 


where ſhe was to change horſes, ſhe diſmiſſed: 
her London poſtillion with a ſhort note. ta- 
her 
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26 THE OBSERVER. Noe.wr, 
her father, in which ſhe told him ſhe ſhould 
write to him in two or three days time : 
Here ſhe took poſt for the next ſtage upon 
the great road, where ſhe was met by Muſfi- 
dorus, and from thence they prefled forward 
with all PRs expedition towards Gretna. 
_ Green. 

'The mind of Sappho was viſited with 
ſome compunttions by the way ;: but the. 
eloquence of her companion, and-the.reſpe&- 
ful delicacy of his behaviour, ſoon recon 
ciled her conſcience to the ſtep ſhe had 
taken : The refle&tions which paſſed in Mu- 
_ ſidorus's breaſt, were not ſo eafily quieted: 

'The anxiety of his - thoughts, and the fa- 
tigues of the journey, brought ſo violent an: 
attack upon him, that when he was within a 
ſtage or two of his journey's end, he found 
himſelf unable to. proceed; the- gout had 
| ſeized upon his ſtomach, and immediate re- 
lief became neceſlary : The romantic vifions,. 
with which Sappho- hitherto had indulged 
her imagination, now began to vaniſh, and 
a gloomy proſpe&t opened upon her; 1n 
place of: a comforter and compamon by the 
' way to ſooth her cares, and fill her mind 
with ſoft. eating. ſentiments,. ſhe- had- a 

wretched 


with pain and at the point of death. 
The houſe; in which ſhe-had taken ſhelter, 
was of the meaneſt ſort, but the good peo- 


village afforded a medical afhiſtant of no 
contemptible {k1ll 1n his profeſſion : There 


tion, for-in- the ſame inn was quartered a 


dragoon- officer with a ſmall recruiting 


gant addreſs ; his humanity was exerted not 
only in confoling Sappho, but in nurſing 


and cheering Muſfidorus. Theſe charitable 
offices were performed with ſuch a natural 


benignity, that Sappho muſt have been moſt 
inſenfible rf ſhe could have overlooked: 
them ; her gentle heart on the-contrary over- 
flowed: with gratitude, and in the extremity 


that but for his ſupport ſhe muſt have ſunk 


tion, began to waver in.her reſolution, and 
"8 
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wretched obje& before her eyes, tormented 


ple were humane and afhiduous, and the 
was another conſolation attended: her fitua- ' 


party; this young cornet was- of a good fa- 
mily, of an engaging perſon and. very ele- 


of her diſtreſs ſhe freely confeſſed to: him, 


outright. Though the extremity of Muſi- 
dorus's danger was now over, yet he: was 
incapable of exertion;- and Sappho, who: 
was at leiſure to refle& upon her ſitua- 
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to. put ſome queſtions to herſelf, which 
reaſon could not readily anſwer.. Her 
thoughts were ſo diſtracted and perplex- 
ed, that ſhe ſaw no reſource but to-unbur- 
then:them, and' throw herſelf upon the ho- 
nour and diſcretion of Iionel, for ſo this. 
young officer was called.. This ſhe had fre- 
quently in mind to do, and! many opportu- 
nities offered themſelves for it, but ſtill her 
ſenſibility. of ſhame prevented' it.. The con- 
ſtant apprehenſion of purſuit hung; over her, 
and ſometimes ſhe meditated to-go back to: 
her father; in one of theſe moments ſhe had 
begun. to wnte a letter to Clemens to pre- 
pare him for her return, when Lionel enter- 
ed the room. and informed her that he per- 
ceived. ſo vifible an. amendment in Muſido- 
rus, that he expe&ed to congratulate: her 
on: his: recovery in a very. few days—* and 
« then, Madam,” added he, © my ſorrows. 
« will begin where your's end; beit ſo! if 
 « you. are happy,, I muſt not complain : 

<-I preſume this gentleman 13 your. father 
« or near relation ?”—* Father !” exclaim- 
ed Sappho :—She caſt her eyes upon. the 
letter ſhe was inditing, and burſt into tears. 
Lionel. approached, and took her hand n his; 
iy ſhe 
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ſhe raiſed her handkerchief to her eyes 
with the: other, and he proceeded—< If 
«* my anxious ſolicitude for an unknown 
« lady, in whoſe happineſs my heart 1s 
« warmly intereſted, expoſes me to any 
« hazard of your diſpleaſure, ſtop me before 
« ] ſpeak another word ; if not, confide 1n 
© me, and you ſhall find me ready to de- 
« yote my life to ſerve you. , The myſtery 


« about you and the road you are upon, 


* (were it not for the companion you are 
« with) would, tempt me to. believe you. was 
* upon, a. generous errand, to reward ſome 
* worthy man,. whom fortune and your pa» 
* rents do not favour ;, but. this poor object 
* above ſtairs. makes that impoſſible. If 
© however there 1s any favoured lover, walt- 
* 1ng 1n ſecret agony for that .expe&ted mo» 
©* ment, when your releaſe from hence may 
* crownhim with the beſt of human bleſſings, 
* the hand, which now. has hold. of your's, 
© ſhall be devoted to his ſervice : Command 
*© me where you will; I neveryet have forfeited 
* my. honour, and cannot wrong your con- 
* dence,” —* You are truly. generous,” re- 
plied Sappho.; © there is no ſuch:man; the 


' © hand,you hold is yet untainted, and till 


*© now 
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* now has been untouched; releaſe it there- 
« fore, and I will proceed. —My innocence 
* has been my error ; I have been the dupe 
*« of ſentiment: I am the only child of a fond 
« father, and never knew the blefling of a 


« mother; when I look back upon my edu- 


&© cation, I perceive that art has been ex- 
« hauſted, and nature overlooked in it, 


* The unhappy object above ſtairs has been 
_ © my ſole adviſer and dire&or; for my fa- 


* ther is immerſed in buſineſs: From him, 
* and from the duty which I owe him, I 
* confeſs I have ſeceded, and my deſign 


© was to devote myſelf to retirement. . My 


« ſcheme I now perceive was viſionary in 
« the extreme; left to my own refle&tions, 
© reaſon ſhews me both the danger and the 
«folly of it: I have therefore determined 
* upon returning to my father, and am 
« writing to him a letter, which. I ſhall ſend 
«c by expreſs, to relieve him from the ago- 


-58 « nies my filly conduct has occafioned.”— 


« What you have now diſcloſed to me,” 
ſaid Lionel, © with a ſincerity that does 


= equal honour to yourſelf and me, demands 


« 4 like fincerity on my part, and I muſt 


" therefore confeſs to you, that Muſidorus, 
« believing 
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« believing himſelf at the point of death, 
” imparted to me not only every thing 
« that has paſſed, but all the future pur- 
« poſes of this treacherous plot, from 
« which you have ſo providentially eſcaped ; 
« theſe I ſhall not explain to you at pre- 
« ſent, but you may depend upon it, that 
« this attack upon his life has ſaved his 
«* conſcience. I cannot as a man of honour 
« oppoſe myſelf to your reſolution of re- 
«* turning home immediately ; and yet when 
« I conſider the ridicule you will have to 
«encounter from the world at large, the 
© refle&tions that will ariſe in your mind, 
« when there 1s perhaps no friend at hand to 
«* affuage them, but above all when I thus 
* contemplate your charms, and recollect 
* that affeQtation is expelled, and nature 
* reinſtated in your heart, I cannot reſiſt 
* the impulſe nor the opportunity of ap- 
* pealing to that nature againſt a ſepara- 


* tion ſo fatal to my peace : Yes, lovelieſt 


* of women, I muſt appeal to nature; I 
* muſt hope this heart of your's, where 
* ſuch refined ſenſations have reſided, will 
* not be ſhut from others of a more gene- 
*.-*xous 
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* rous kind. What could the name of 
« Muſidorus do, which Lionel's cannot ? 
* Why ſhould you not replace an un- 
* worthy friend with one of fairer princi- 
* ples? with one of honourable birth, of 
© equal age, and owner of 'a heart that 
* beats with' ardent paffion towards you ? 
* Had you been made the ſacrifice of this 
« chimera, this illufion, what had your 
« father ſuffered ? If I am honoured with 
* your hand in marriage, what can he com- 
« plain of? My conduct, my conne&ions 
* and my: hopes in life will bear the ſcru- 
« tiny : Suffer me to ſay you will have a 
*protector, whoſe charafter can face the 
* world, and whoſe ſpirit cannot fear it. 
« As for worldly. motives, F renounce them; 
, © give me yourſelf and; your affe&ions; 
«* give me poſſeſſion of this hand, theſe eyes, 
« and the ſoul which looks through them; 
<« let your father withhold the reſt. Now, 
« loyelieft and moſt beloved, have you the 
« heart to ſhare a. ſoldier's fortune ?' Have 
«you the noble confidence” to take his 
*« word? Will you follow, where his honour 


&« bids him. go,. and whether a joyful victory 
6c Fa) 
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« or a glorious death attends him, will you 
« receive him living, or entomb him dying 
« in your arms ?” 

Whilſt Lionel was uttering o theſe words, 
his ation, his emotion, and that honeft 
glow of paſſion, which nature only can aſ- 
ſume and artifice cannot counterfeit, -had-fo 
ſubdued the yielding heart of Sappho, that 
he muſt /have' been dull indeed, if he could 
have wanted any ſtronger confirmation :of 
his ſucceſs, than what her looks beſtowed : 
Never was ſilence more eloquent ; the la- 
bour of language and the forms of law had 
no ſhare in this contract ; A ſigh of ſpeech- 
leſs ecſtaſy drew up the nuptial bond; the 
t. W operations of love are momentary : Tears 
; Wh of affetion interchangeably witneffed the 


5; WH decd, and:the contrafting parties ſealed it | 


s, WH with an inviolable embrace. 

Every moment now had wings to waft 
them to that happy ſpot, where the unholy 
hand of 'law has not yet plucked up the 
root of love : Freedom met them on the 


held out her hand to welcome them, and 
the Loves and Graces, though extled | to.a 
delart, danced 1 1n her train, 


very extremity of her precincts; Nature 


Thus | 


{ 4.48 
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| Thus was Sappho, when brought to the 
very brink of deſtruftion, reſcued by the 
happy intervention of Providence. The 
next day produced an interview with Cle- 
mens, at the houſe to which they returned 
| after the ceremony in Scotland : The meet- 
_ 1ng, as might well be expected, was poig- 
nant and reproachful ; but when Sappho, 
in place of a ſuperannuated ſentimentaliſt, 
| preſented to him a ſon-in-law, in whoſe 
martial form and countenance he beheld 
youth, honour, manly beauty, and every at- 
tractive grace that could juſtify her choice, 
his tranſports became exceflive ; and their 
union, being now fanCtified by the blefling 
of a father, and warranted by love and na- 


ture, has ſnatched a deluded vi&im from | 


.miſery and error, and added one conjugal 
inſtance to the ſcanty records of unfa- 
ſhionable felicity. 
Let not my young female readers believe 
that the extravagance of Sappho's conduct 
is altogether out of nature, or that they 
| have nothing to apprehend from men of 
| Muſidorus's age and chara&ter; my obſer- 
vation convinces me to the contrary. Gro- 
vity, ſays Lord Shafteſbury, 7s ihe very eſſence 
| O of 
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of impoſture ; and ſentimental gravity, var- 
niſhed over with the experienced artifice of 
age and wiſdom, 15 the worſt of its ſpecies. 


No. CVIL. 


= THINK the ladies will not accuſe me of 
buſying myſelf in impertinent remarks 
upon their dreſs and attire, for indeed it 
is not to their perſons my ſervices are devot- 
: ed, but to their minds: If I can add to 
them any thing ornamental, or take from 
them any thing unbecoming, I ſhall gain 


| 

> Wl ny with; the reft I hall leave to their mil- 
A liners and mantua-makers. 

al Now if I have any merit with them for 


not intruding upon their toilets, let them 
ſhew me ſo much .complaiſance, as not to 
read thi* paper, whilſt they are engaged in 
thoſe occupations, which I have never be- 
fore interrupted; for as I intend to talk with 
them a little metaphyſically, I would not 
with to divide their attention, nor ſhall I be 
contented with leſs than the whole. 

In the firſt place I muſt tell them, gentle 
 _ though 
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| ped by the enemies of reaſon, and, when 


dom fail to turn the fate of the battle, and 
- commit dreadful havock in the peaceful 


moral affairs, but, holding it with arms In 
their hands, cannot be ſuppoſed to remain 


| begin with that, which has been called the 
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though they be, that human nature is ſub. 
jet to a variety of paſſions, ſome of theſe 


are virtuous paſſions, ſome on the contrary 


I am afraid are evil; there are however x 
number of intermediate propenſities, moſt 
of which might alſo be termed paſſions, 
which by the proper influence of reaſon 
may become very uſeful allies to any one 
ſingle virtue, when in danger of being over- 
powered by a hoſt of foes: At the fame 
time they are as capable of being kidnap- 


enliſted in the ranks of "the infurgents, 


quarters. of the invaded virtue. It is ap- 
parent then that all theſe intermediate pro- 
penſities are a kind of balancing powers, 
which ſeem indeed 'to hold a neutrality in 


impartial ſpectators of the fray, and there- 

fore muſt be either with us, .or againſt vs. 
] ſhall make myſelf better underſtood 

when I proceed to inſtance them, and I will 


umnverſal paſſion, The Jove of Fame. | 
= gs 1 preſum: 


Far, 
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[ preſume no lady will diſavow. this pro- 


penſity 3 Iwould not with her to attempt it; 


quire to what point it is likely to carry her 
vefore ſhe commits herſelf to it's condutt : 
If it is to be her guide to that fame only, 


figures in the firſt circles of the gay world, 
and is the loadſtone to attract every liber- 


nity, it is a traitorous guide, and 1s ſeduc- 
ing her to a preclpice, that will ſooner or 
later be the grave of her happineſs: 'On the 
contrary, if it propoſes to avoid theſe dan- 
ful MI 2crous purſuits, and recommends. a progreſs 


p-M through paths leſs tempting to the eye per- 


ro-MF haps, but. terminated by ſubſtantial com- 
rs, forts, ſhe may ſecurely. follow a propenſity, 
11M which cannot miſlead her, and indulge a paſ- 


10 fon, which will be the moving ſpring of all | 


ain WF her ations, and but for which her nature 


ere- WM would want energy, and her charader be no 


us. Wotherwiſe diſtinguiſhed than by. avoidance 


was put to a lady's choice at her out-ſet into 


Vor.. IV. on RE 


let her examine 1t however ; let her firſt en- 


which excels in faſhionable diffipation, 


tine of high life into the ſphere of it's aCti- 


. 
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of vice without the grace and merit of any 
politive virtue. I can hardly ſuppoſe, if it 


life which kind' of fame ſhe would be diſtin-' 
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guiſhed for, 'good or evil, but that ſhe would 
at once prefer the good ; I muſt believe ſhe 
would acknowledge more gratification in be- 
ing fignalized as the beſt wife, the beſt mo- 
ther, the moſt exemplary woman of her 
time, than in being pointed out in all cir- 
cles ſhe frequents as the moſt faſhionable 


rake, the beſt drefled voluptuary in the na- 


tion : If this be rightly conje&ured, why 
will not every woman, who has her choice to 
make, dire& her ambition to thoſe objects, 
which will give her moſt fatisfa&tion when 
attained ? There can be no reaſon but be- 
cauſe it impoſes on her ſome ſelf-denials by 
the way, which ſhe has not fortitude to fur- 


. mount ; and it is plain ſhe does not love | 


fame well enough to be at much pains in 


acquiring it; her ambition does not reach, 


at noble objeQts, her paſſion for celebrity i 
no better than that of a buffoon's, who for 
| the vanity of being conſpicuous ſubmuts to 


_ be contemptible. 


Friendſhip is a word which has a very cap- 
tivating ſound, but is by no means ot 3 


decided quality ; it may be friend or foe 5 i 


reaſon and true judgment ſhall determine 


for it, It L were to oy all female friend- 
| ſhips 
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ſhips .in 'the lump it might ſeem a harſh 
ſentence, and yet 1t will ſeriouſly behove 
every parent to keep ſtrift watch over this 
propenſity in the early movements of the 
female mind, I am not diſpoſed to expa- 
tiate upon it's dangers very ' particularly ; 
they are ſufficiently known to people of expe- 
rience and diſcretion ; but attachmnets muſt 
be ſtemmed in their beginnings; keep off cor- 
reſpondents from yourdaughters as you would 
keep off the peftilence : Romantic miſſes, 
ſentimental noveliſts and ſcnibbling pedants 
overturn each others heads with ſuch eter- 
) WH nal rhapſodies about friendſhip, and refine 
r- Wi upon nonſenſe with ſuch an affeRation of en- 
C thuſiaſm, that if it has not. been; the parent's 
[tudy- to. take early | precautions againſt all 
luch growing propenſities, it will be in vain 
to oppoſe the torrent, when it carries all be- 
fore it, and overwhelms the paſſions with 
ts force. 

Senfi bility 1 15 A a mighty f SR EOF the 
tar ſex; It 1s an amiable friend or a very 
langerous foe. to virtue: Let the female, 
$10 profeſſes .it, be careful how ſhe makes 
loo full a diſplay of her weakneſs ; for this 
15 fo very ſoft and infinuating a propenſity, 


L 2 , that 
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which young people 'make upon each other's 


lence, or made the centinel of modeſty ; in 


| beſtow. that pity and relief, which diſcretion 
| does not warrant and purity ought not to 
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that it will be found in moſt femdle glofſa- 
TICS AS A ſynonymous term for love itſelf; in 
fact it 1s little elſe than the nomme-de-guerre, 
which that inſidious adventurer takes upon 
him in all ' firſt approaches; the paſs. 
word in all thoſe {kirmiſhing experiments, 


affeftions, before they proceed to' plainer 


| declarations; it is the whetſtorie, upon 


which love ſharpens and prepares his arrows: 


in any lady makes a certain ſhow of ſenſibi- 


lity in company with her admirer, he muſt 
be a very dull fellow, if he does 'not know 
how to'turn the weapon from him{elf to her, 


| Now ſenſibility afſumes a different character 


when it is taken into the ſervice of beneyo- 


one caſe it gives the ſpring to pity, in the 
other the alarm to diſcretion ; but when- 
ever it afſails the heart by ſoft ſeduction to 


grant, it ſhouid be treated as a renegade 
and a ſpy, which, under the maſk of charity 
would impoſe upon credulity for the vill 
purpoſes, and betray the heart by flattering 


it to it's ruin. | 
Vauil 
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| Vanity is a paſſion, to which. I think I am 
very complailant, when I admit it to a place 


amongſt thete convertible propenſities, for it 


is as muchas I can do to find any occupa- 
tion for 1t in the family-concerns of virtue ; 
perhaps if I had not known Vaneſſa 1 
ſhould not pay 1t even this ſmall compli- 
ment : It can however. do ſome under-offices 


in the houlehold of generoſity, of chearful- 


neſs, hoſpitality, and certain other reſpe&- 
able qualities : It 1s little elſe than an offici- 
ous, civil, filly. thing, that runs on errands 
for it's betters, and is content to be paid 
with a ſmile for it's good-will, by thoſe 
who have 'too much good ſenſe to ſhew 
it any. real reſpe&t: When it -is harm- 
leſs, it would be hard to wound it out of 
wantonnels ; when 1t 15 miſchievous, there 
1s merit in chaftifing it 'with. the whip, of ridi- 
cule : A lap-dog may be endured, if; he is 
inoffenſive and does not annoy the company, 
but a ſnappiſh, barking pett,' though in a 
lady's arms, deſerves to have his cars pulled | 

for his unpertinence. 
 Delicacy 18 a ſoft name, ns fine ladies, 
who have a proper contempt for the vulgar, 
are very willing to be thought endowed with 
L's _ ſenſes 
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ienſes more refined: and exquiſite than na- 


_ ture ever meant to give them ;. their nerves 


are ſuſceptible in the extreme, and they are of 
conſtitutions ſo irritable, that zhevery winds of 
heaven maſt not beallowed to vifit therr face 
too roughly. I have ſtudied this female favou. 


__ ritewith ſome attention, and Iam not yet able 


to diſcover any one of 1t's good qualities ; 1 
do not perceive. the: merit of fuch exquiſite 
fibres, nor have- I obſerved that 'the flen- 
dereſt ſtrings are apt to. produce: the ſweeteſt 
ſounds, when apphed to inſtruments of har- 
mony ; I preſume the female: heart ſhould 
be ſuch an harmonious mnftrument;: when 
touched by the parent, the friend; the bul- 
band;; but how can theſe expeCt a concert 
of fweet ſounds to: be excited, from a thing 
which is liable to be jarred and put out of 
tune by every breath of air? It may be 
kept in it's cale, like an:old-faſhioned virgt- 
nal, which-nobody knows,” or even withes to 


| know,' how to touch: It can. never be 


brought to bear it's part/ in a, family con- 
cert, but muſt hang by the wall, or at beſt 


be a ſolo inſtrument for the A LApbes of 1 it' $ 


days. ian 
 Bafking, when it 1s awckks to mo- 


_ defty, 
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deſty, will Be regarded with the eye of can- 
dor, and cheared with the ſmile of encou- 
ragement ; but baſhfulneſs 1s a hireling, and 
is fometimes diſcoyered in the livery of 
pride, oftentimes in the caft-off trappings of 
affe&ation ; pedantry is very apt to bring at 
into company, and ſly, ſecret conſciouſneſs 
will frequently 4/uſt becanſe it underſtands. 
I do not ſay I have much to lay to it's 
charge, for it 15 not apt to be troubleſome 1n 
polite ſocieties, nor do I commonly. meet it 


even in the youngeſt of the female ſex. 


There is a great deal of bluſhing-I confeſs 
in all the circles of fine ladies, but then it 1s 


ſo univerſal a bluſh and withal ſo permanent, . 


that I am far from imputing it always to 
baſhfulneſs, when the cheeks of the fair are 
tinged with roſes. However, though it is 
ſometimes an impoſtor, and for that reaſon 
may deſerve to be diſmiſſed, I cannot help 
having a conſideration for one, that has in 


paſt times: been the handmaid of beauty, 


and therefore as merit has taken modeſty 
into - her ſervice, I would recommend to 
ignorance to put baſhfulneſs into full pay 
and employment. 


Polttenefs Ss a charming propenſity, and 
| L 4 __*. I would 
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I would wiſh the fine ladies to indulge it, if 
it were only by way of contraſt between 


themſelves and the fine gentlemen they con. 


fort with. I do not think it 1s altogether 


| becoming for a lady to plant herſelf in the 
center of a circle with her back to the fire, 


and expect every body to be warmed. by the 


contemplation of her figure or the reflec- 


tion of her countenance; at the ſame time 


IT am free to confeſs it an attitude, by which 
the man of high breeding is conſpicuouſly 


diſtinguiſhed, and 1s charming to behold, 


when ſet off with the proper accompani- 


ments of leather breeches, tight boots and a 


Jockey waiſtcoat, 1 will not deny however 


but I have ſeen this practiſed by ladies, who 


| have acquitted themſelves with great {ſpirit 


on the occaſion; but then it cannot be done 


- without ' certain male accoutrements, and 


preſuppoſes a ſlouched hat, half-boots, ſhort 


-waiſtcoat and riding dreſs,. not to omut 
broad metal buttons with great letters en- 
| graved upon them, or the ſignature of ſome 


hunt, with the indiſpenſable appendage ot 


two long dangling watch-chains, which ſerve 


to mark the double value people of faſhion 
Put upon+their time, and alſo ſhew' the en 
29 O couragement 
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couragement they beſtow upon the arts : 
With theſe implements the work may be 
done even by a female artiſt, but it 1s an art 
I wiſh no young lady to ſtudy, and I hope 
the preſent profeſſors will take no more pu- 
pils, whilſt the academies of Humphries and 


Mendoza are kept open. for accompliſh- _ 


ments, which I think upon the whole are 
altogether as becoming. Politeneſs, as I 
conceive, conſiſts im putting people at their 
eale in your company, and being at your 
caſe in their's ; modern practice I am afraid 
is apt to miſplace this procels, - for I obſerve 
every body in faſhionable life polite enough 
to ſtudy their own eaſe, but I do not ſee 
much attention paid to that part of the rule, 
which ought to be firſt obſerved : It is well 
calculated for thoſe, who are adepts in it, 


but 1f ever ſuch an out-of-the-way thing as 
a modeſt perſon comes within it's reach, 


the awkward novice is ſure tobe diſtreſſed, 
and whilſt every body about him ſeems re- 
poſing on a bed of down, he alone is picket- 
ted upona ſeat of thorns : "Till this ſhall be 
reformed. þy the ladies,- who profeſs to un- 
derſtand poiiteneſs, I ſhall turn back to my 
red-book:of forty years ago, to ſee what. re- 


Ls hcts 
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lids of the old court are yet amongſt us, 
and take the mothers for my models in pre- 
ference to their ooghones 


'N 0. Cv. 


| Alter in obſequium Plus quo pronts, et imi_ 
Deti ifor lefti, fb ic nutum divitts horret, 


Src Herat wvoces, et verha cadentia zollit. 
EY H ORAT, 


AM bewildered by the definitions, which 

l teuphytc writers give us of the hu- 
man paſſions : I can underſtand the charac- 
ters of Theophraſtus, and am entertained by 
_ his ſketches; but when your profound 
thinkers take the ſubje& in hand, they ap- 
pear to me to dive to the bottom! of the 
_ deep in ſearch of that” which floats upon 
it's ſurface: if a man in heat of anger 


would deſcribe the movements of his mind, 
he might paint the tempeſt to the life ; but 

| as ſuch deſcriptions are not to be expected, 
_ moral effayifts have ſubſtituted perſomfica- 
tion in T7 place, and by the pleafing intro- 
_ duction 


* 
- 
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duction of a few natural' incidents form a 
kind of little drama, in which they make 
their fictitious hero deſcribe thoſe - follies, 
foibles and paſſions, which they who really 
feel them are not ſo forward to confeſs. 

When Mr. Locke in his Efay on 7he 
Human Underſtanding deſcribes all pity as 
partaking of contempt, I cannot acknow- 
ledge that he is ſpeaking of pity, as I feel 
it : when I pity a fellow-creature in pain, 
(a woman, for inſtance, in the throes of 
childbirth) I cannot fubmit to own there is 
any ingredient of ſo bad a quality as con- 
tempt in my pity : but if the metaphyſicians 
tell me that I do not know how to call my 
_ feelings by their right name, and that my 
pity 18 not pity properly ſo defined, I will 
not pretend to diſpute with any gentleman 
whoſe language I do not underitand, and 
_ only beg permiſſion to enjoy a ſenſation, 
which I call pity, without indulging a pro- 
penſity which he calls contempt. 

The Matterer 1s a character, which the - 
moraliſts and wits of all times and all na- 
tions have ridiculed more ſeverely and more 
ſucceſsfully than almoſt any other ; yet it 
ſell exiſts, and a few pages perhaps would 
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not; be nuſapplied, if I was to make room 
for a civil kind of gentleman of this deſcrip- 
tion, (by name Billy Simper): who, having 
{cen his failings in their proper light of ridi- 
cule, is williog to expoſe them to public 


view for the amuſement, it is hoped, if not 


for the uſe and benefit, of the reader. 

I beg leave therefore to introdace 1M. 
Billy Simper to my candid friends and pro- 
tectors, and ſhall leave him to tell lus ſtory 
in his own words: | 

I am the younger ſon of a younger brother: 


my father qualified himſelf for orders in the 
umverſity of Aberdeen, and by the help of 


an inſfinuating addreſs, a foft counter-tenor 
voice, a civil {mile and a happy flexibility an 
the vertebre of his back-bone, recommended 
himſelf / to the good eraces of a right reve- 
rend patron, who, after a due courle of at- 
tendance and dependance, preſented him to 
a comfortable benefice, which enabled him 


to ſupport a pretty numerous family of chil- 


dren. The good biſhop it ſeems was pal- 


fionately fond of the game of cheſs, and my 


father, though the better player of the two, 


'knew how to make a timely move ſo as to 


throw the victory into his lordſhip's hand 
after 
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after 'a hard battle, which was a triumph 
very grateful to his vanity, and not a little 
ſerviceable to my father's:-purpoſes. _ | 
Under ' this expert profeflor 1 was in- 
ſtrued in all the ſhifts and movements in 


thegreat game of life, and then ſent to make 


my way in the world .as well as I was able. 
My firſt obje&t was to pay my court to my 
father's elder brother, the head of our fami- 
ly ; an enterprize not leſs arduous than im-. 
portant. My uncle Antony was a widower, 
parſimonious, peeviſh,” and recluſe, he was 


rich however, egregiouſly ſelf-conceited, and 


in his own opinion a deep philoſopher and 
metaphyſician; by which I would be under- 
ſtood to ſay that he doubted every thing, diſ- 
puted every thing and believed nothing. 
He had one ſon, his only child, and him he 
had lately driven out of doors and diſinherit- 
ed for nonſuiting him in an argument upon 
the immortality of the ſoul : here then was 
an opening no prudent man could miſs, who 
icorned to ſay his ſoul was his own, when 


| 1t ſtood in the way of his intereſt : and as I 


was well tutored beforehand, I no. ſooner 
gained admiſſion to the old philoſopher, 


than I fo far worked my way into his good 


graces, 
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graces, as to be allowed to take poſſeſſion 


of a truckle-bed in a ſpare garret of the fa- 
mily manſion: envy muſt have owned (if | 


| envy could have looked aſquint upon fo 
_ humble a ſituation as mine was) that con- 


fidering what a game I had to play, I ma- 


. naged my cards well ; for uncle Antony was 


an old dog at a diſpute, and as that cannot 


| well take place, whilſt both parties are on 
' the ſame fide, I was forced at times to make 


battle for the good of the argument, and 
ſeldom failed to find Antony as compleatly 
puzzled with the Zig-zaggenies of his meta- 


phyſics, as uncle Toby of more worthy me- 


mory was with the horn-works and counter- 
ſcarps of his fortifications. _ 
Amongſt the various topics, from which 


Antony's ingenuity drew matter of diſpute, 
| ſome were fo truly ridiculous, that if I were 


fure my reader was as much at lerfure to 
hear, as I am juſt now to relate them, 1 
ſhould not ſcruple the recital. One morn- 
ing having been rather long-winded 1n de- 
ſcribing the circumſtances of a dream, that 
had diſturbed his imagination in the night, 


1 thought it not amiſs to throw in a remark 


in the way of conſolation upon the fallacy 
5 | FTE.” of 
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of dreams in general. This was enough for 


him to turn over to the other fide, and ſup | 


port the credit of dreams 7otis viribus : I 
now thought 1t adviſable to trim, and took 
_ a middle courſe between both extremes, by 
humbly conceiving dreams might be ſome- 
times true and ſometimes falſe: this he con- 


tended to be nonſenſe upon the face of it, 
and if I would undertake to ſhew they were 


both true and falſe, he would engage to 
prove by ſound logic they could be neither 
one -nor the other :—© But why do we be- 


« oin to talk,” added he, © before we ſettle. 


«* what we are to talk about ? What kind 
«* of dreams are you ſpeaking -of, and 


« how do -you diſtinguiſh dreams?” —< I. 


« ſee no diftintion between them,” 1 repli- 
ed; © Dreams viſit our fancies in ſleep, and 
« are all, according to Mr. Locke's idea, 
«* made up of the waking-man's thoughts.” 


—* Does Mr: Locke ſay that ?” exclaimed 
my uncle. © Then Mr. Locke's an impoſtor 


* for telling you ſo, and you are a fool for 
« believing him: wiſer men than Mr. 


* Locke have ſettled that matter many cen- 
« turies before he was born or even dreamt 


* of; but perhaps Mr. Locke forgot to tell 


* ou '- 
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* you how many preciſe forts of dreams there 
* are, 'and how to denominate and define 
* them'; perhaps he forgot that I ſay.” 1 con- 


fefſed that I neither knew any thing of the 


"matter myſelf, nor did I believe the author 


alluded to had left _— clue towards the diſ- 


-covery. 


Wt | thought as much, ” retrial my inch 


| Antony i ina tone of triumph; © and yet this 
 _* js the man wht ſets up for an inveſtigator 
-'< of the human underſtanding; but 1 will 


« tell you, Sir, though he could not, that 


*< there are neither more nor leſs than five 
<< ſeveral ſorts of dreams particularly diſtin- 


<« ouiſhed, and I defy even the ſeven ſleepers 


-«< themſelves to name a fixth. The firſt of 
«< theſe was: by the Greeks denominated 
.* Oxeiros, by the Latins Somnium, (ſimply 
* a Dream) and you muſt be afleep to dream 


it,” «© Granted," quoth IT. 4 What 1s 
" erartted]; "ay rejoined the philoſopher, « Not 
< that fleep 1s in all caſes indiſpentable to 
* the man who. dreams.” — TOR af 
 4quoth I— My uncle ocean 


. - © The ſecond fort of dreams 'you 'ſhall 
*« underſtand was by the' aforeſaid Greeks 
'« called _; by the Latins Yi/o, or as we 


\ 


6 & might 
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« might ſay a v//cor z/ in this caſe take notice 


'* you may be aſlgep, or you may be awake, 
« gr neither, or as it were between both ; 
*« your eyes may be ſhut, or they may be 


* open, looking inwards or outwards or | 


« upwards,. either with fight or without 
«* ſight, as 1t pleaſes God, but the vifor you 


* muſt ſee, or how elſe can it rightly be. 
* called a viſion ?” *True,” replied I, © there 
* js a ſe who are particularly favoured with 


« this kind of viſions.” © Prythee, don't 
< interrupt me,” ſaid my uncle, and ou 
went On.. 


« The third fort of dreams, to ſpeak ac- 


* cording to the Greeks, we ſhall call Chre- 
* matiſmos, according to the Latins we muſt 


* denominate it Oraculum, (an oracle) ; now 


«* this differs from a vi/on, in as much as it 
« may happen to a man born blind. as well 
« as to Argus himſelf, for he has nothing for 
* it but to liſten, underſtand. and believe, 


© and whatever it tells him ſhall come true, 


* though it never entered into his head to 
* preconceive one tittle of what is told him: 
*and where 1s Mr. Locke and his waking 
* thoughts here ?”'—*© He 1s done for,” I 

2YE | an{wered, 
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anſwered, © there is no diſputing gun 
« an oracle,” | 
«© The fourth ſort,” paſa he, © 1s the 
ay « Byuption of the aforeſaid Grecks, and an- 
« {wers to the Latin 1n/omnium, which is in 
« fact a dream and no dream, a kind of 
 refſverte, when a man doſes between fleep- 
* ing and waking, and builds caſtles (as we 
« ſay) in the aur upon the ramblings of his 
« own fancy. - 
« The fifth and laſt ſort of dreams i i, by 
& Greeks and Latins, mutually filed Phan- 
©« zaſma, a word adopted into our .own lan- 
« guage by the greateſt poet who ever wrote 
© jn-it :: now this phantaſma 1s a viſitation 
* peculiar to the firſt mental abſence or 
« ſlumber, when the man fancies himſelf 
« yet waking, and in fa&t can ſcarce be,called 
< afleep; at which time-ſtrange images and 
« appearances ſeem to float before him and 
« terrify his imagination. Here then you 
* have all the ſeveral denominations of 
E dreams perfectly diſtinguiſhed and de- 
« fined,” quoth the old-ſophiſt, and throw- 
| ing himſelf back in his chair with an ai 
of triumph, waited for the applante, which 
|  Iwa 
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I was not backward in beſtowing upon 
this pedantic farrago of dogmatizing dull- 
neſs. 

It will readily be believed that my uncle 
Antony did not fail to revive his favorite 
controverſy, which had produced ſuch fatal 
conſequences to his diſcarded ſon: in: fa&t he 
held faſt. with thoſe antient philoſophers, 
who maintained the eternity of this material 
world, and as he ſaw no period when men 
a not be in exiſtence, no moment in 
time to come when mortality ſhall ceaſe, he 
by confequence argued that there could be 
no moment -1n time, when mortality ſhall 
commence. - There were other points re» 
ſpe&ting this grand ſtumbling block of his 
philoſophy, the human ſoul, upon which he 
was equally puzzled, for he fided with Ati- 
ſtotle againſt Plato in the unintelligible con- 
troverſy. -concerning} its power of motion : 
but whilſt my uncle Antony was. thus un- 
luckily wedded to the wrong fide in all caſes, 
where reaſon.ought to: have been his guide, 
in points. of mere quibble and ſophiſtry, 
which reaſon has nothing to ſay to,' and 
where. a. wiſe man would take neither 
ide, he regularly took both, or hung ſuf- 

pended 
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pended' between them like Socrates an the 


baſket. os 
Of this ſort was the celebrated quel- 


tion—Ovumne prius fuerit, an gallina—viz : 


«© Whether the egg was anterior to the hen, 


* or ithe hen /to the egg ?”'— This enquiry 


neyeritaled to intereſt his paſſions 1n a pe- 
cular degree, and he found {o much to {ay 
on both ſides, that he: could never well de- 


- termine which fide to be of: at length how- 
ever, hoping to:bring. it to ſome. point, he 
took up the cauſe of, Egg verius Hen, and 

| having compoled a learned eflay, publiſhed 


it in one of the monthly magazines, as a 


ture: to future controverfialiſts. This eſlay 


he had ſo often avowed m my hearing, 


_ and ;piqued himſelf ſo highly upon it, 
that 1 nwſt have been dull indeed not to 


have underſtood: how to flatter him-upon it : 


| but when he had found month after month 
flip away, and: no body mounting the ſtage 
_ upon his challenge, he felt angry at the 


contempt with which his labours were 
paſſed over; and without imparting to me 


his purpoſe, furniſhed the fame magazine 


with a counter-eſfay, in. which his forme! 
argument was handled with an'aſperity truly 


controverſial, and the hen was triumphant! 
| made 
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made to cackle over the new-laid egg, dei 
cidedly poſterior to herſelf. _ $24 

I am inclined. to think that if Antony 
had any partiality, 1t was not to this fide ; 
but as the ſecond'effay was clearly poſterior 
to the firſt, (whatever the egg may have 
been to'the hen) 1t had. the advantage of 
being couched in all the ſpirit ofa reply, 
. with an agreeable tinge of the malice of one, 
ſo that when at length it came down-printed 
in a fair type, and reſpe&fully poſted in the 
front ' of the: long-wiſht-for magazine, his 
heart beat with joy, and calling out to me in a 
lofty tone of counterfeited anger, as he run 
his eye over it—* By the horns of Jupiter 
«* Ammon,” quoth he, © here is a fellow 
* has the confidence to enter the liſts wot 


© me in the notable queſtion of the egg.” — 


«* Then I ROPE you will break that egg about 
« his ears,” replied I.—*« Hold your tongue, 


* puppy, and liſten,” quoth the {ophuſt, and 


immediately began to read. 

At eyery paule | was ready with a pooh 1 
or piſh! which I hooked in with every mark 
of contempt I could give it both by accent 
and a&tion. At the conclufion of this eflay 


my uncle Antony ſhut the book, and de- 


manded 
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manded- what -I thought of the author.— 
* Hang him,” I exclaimed, © poor Grub. 


« ftreet Garretteer ; the fellow is too con- 
_ « temptible for your notice ; he can neither 


<« write nor reaſon; he is a 'mere ignora- 
« mus, and does not know the commoneſt 


« rules of logic ; /he has no! feature of a 


*'critic-about him, but the malice of one.” 
—<« Hold your tongue,” cried Antony, no 
longer able to contain himſelf, © you are a 
* booby; I will maintain it to be as fine an 
<« eflay as -ever 'was written.” —With theſe 


_ wordshe ſnatched up the magazine and de- 
parted : -I ſaw no more of him that night, 


and-early next morning was preſented by a 
ſervant with the following billet :—* The 
* Grub-ſtreet Garretteer finds himſelf no 
* Jonger fit company for the ſagacious Ar. 


«* HY illiam Simper ; therefore defires him 
<« without loſs of time to ſeek out better 


« fociety than that of a mere ignoramus, who 
* does not know. the common rules of logic : one 
« rule however he makes bold to lay down, 


« which-is, Never again to ſee the face of an 
 «jmpertinent upſtart, called William Sim- 


©« per, whilſt he remains on this earth.” 
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Sunt verba et voces, quibus hunc lexire dolorem 
Poſſis, et magnam morbi deponere partem. 
HORAT. 


i þ hdd from my uncle Antony” s doors 

by my unlucky miſtake between the 
hen and her egg, my caſe would have been 
deſperate, but thatT had yet one ſtring left to 


my bow, and this was my aunt Mrs. Suſanna 


Simper, who lived within a'few miles of my 
uncle, but in {uch declared hoſtility, that T 
promiſed myſelf a favourable reception, if 1 
could but flatter her animoſity with a ſuffi- 
cient portion of inve&ive; and for this I 


deemed myſelf very tolerably qualified, 


having ſo much good-will towards the bu- 
fineſs, and no flight inducements to ſpur me 
tot, 
My aunt, who was an aged maiden, and 
a valetudinarian, was at my arrival cloſeted 
with her apothecary : upon his departure 1 
was admitted to my audience; in which I 
acquitted myſelf with all the addreſs I was 
maſter of : my aunt heard WY ſtory through 
without 
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without interrupting me by a ſingle word; 
at laſt, fixing her eyes upon me, ſhe ſaid, 
« Tis very well, child ; you have faid 
* enough : your uncle's character I perfectly 
*© underſtand ; look well to your. own, for 
«*« upon that. will depend the terms you and 
« I ſhall be upon.” —She now took up a 
phial from the table, and ſurveying it for 
ſome time, {aid to me—*© Here 1s- a noſ- 
* trum recommended by my apothecary, 
* that promiſes great . things, but perhaps 
* contains none of the wondrous properties 
«it profeſſes to have: the label ſays it 1s a 
« carminative, ſedative mixture ; in other 
« words, it willexpel,yapours and ſpaſms, and 
<« quiet the mind and ſpirits : Do you think 
« it will make good what it promiſes ?”— 
So whimſical a queſtion put tome at ſuch 
a moment confounded-me not a little, and 
I only murmured out in reply, that I hoped 
it would—< Take it then,” ſaid my aunt, 
« as you have faith init ; ſwallow it yourlelt, 
« and when 1 ſee how it operates with you, 
<« 1 may have. more confidence j in it on my 
« own account.” —1I was. now in a more 


awkward dilemma than ever, for- ſhe had 


emptied the doſe into a cup, and tendered 
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not knowing how to excuſe mylſleif, and be- 


cup with a trembling hand, and ſwallowed 
it's abominable contents. 

* Much good may it do you, child, v1 
cried ſhe, © you have done more for me than 
* I would for any doctor in the kingdom : 
* Don't you find 1t nauſeous to the palate ?" 
—1 confeſt that it was very nauſeous.— 
* And did you think yourſelf in need of ſuch 
* a medicine ?”—*< I did not perceive that 
« I was.” © Then you did not ſwallow it 
* by your own choice, but my defire ??'— 
I had no heſitation 1n acknowledging that— 
* Upon my word, child,” ſhe replied, 

'* you have a very accommodating way with 
* you.” TI was now fighting with the curſed 
drug, and had all the difficulty in life to- 
keep it where it was. My aunt ſaw my 
diſtreſs, and ſmiling at it, demanded if 
[ was not fick : I confeſt I was rather diſ- 
'0V, WH compoſed in my ſtomach with the draught. 
my WW —*< 1 don't doubt it,”. ſhe replied ; © but 
nore Bl © as you have fo civilly made yourſelf fick 


hat WF * for my ſake, cannot you flatter meſo far 


ered * as to be well when I requeſt it : "—: was 
i vou. IV. M _ juſt 


/ 


| 1t to me in {o peremptory a manner, that, 


ing naturally ſubmiſſive, I fiently took the | 
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juſt then ſtruggling to keep the nauſea 
down, and though I. could not anfwer, 
put the beſt face upon the | matter in my 
power. 


A maid ſervant came in upon my aunt”s 


ringing her belL—< Betty,” ſaid ſhe, © take 


<« away: theſe things; this do&tor will poiſon 
- RE! his doſes,” —< Foh !”* cried the 
wench, © how it ſmells © Nay, but 
« only put your lips to the cup,” ſaid the 
miſtreſs, © there is enough left for you to 
<« taſte it.” —* TI taſte it | PII not touch it, 


« F want none of his naſty phyſic !— 


« Well, but though you don't: want it,” 
rejoined «the miſtreſs, © taſte: it nevertheleſs, 
«if it be only to flatter my humour.” — 
& Excuſe me, madam,” replied Betty, © Til 


*.-not make myſelf fick to flatter any body.” 


—©<© Humph !” cned my aunt; how this 
< wench's want of .manners muſt have 
«ſhocked you, nephew William ! you ſwal- 
* lowed the whole doſe at a,word, ſhe, though 
{< my. fervant, . at my repeated command, 


_ 4, would not touch it with her lips ; but theſe 


* low-bred. creatures, have a: will of- their 
4 own!” — Fhere was ſomething in my 
aunt's manner I dd not underſtand; ſhe 
4 * Pee 
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puzzied me, and 1 thought it beſt to keep | 
myſelf on the reſerve, and wait the further 


developement of her humour in filence. 

We went down to {upper ; it was cle- 
cantly ſerved, and my aunt particularly re- 
cottimcaded two or three diſhes to me; her 
hoſpitality embarraſſed me not -a little, for 
my ſtomach was by no means reconciled ; 
yet I felt myſelf bound in good manners to 
eat of her diſhes and commend their cookery; 
this I did, though ſorely againſt the grain, 
and, whilſt my ſtomach roſe againſt it's 
food, I flattered what I nauſeated. 
A grave, well-looking perſonage ſtood at 


is, Wl the fide- board, with whom my aunt en- 
— Whicred into converſation.—* Johnſon,” faid 
* ſhe, © I think 1 muſt lodge my nephew in | 
)- Wi your room, which is warm and well-aired, 
15 WF« and diſpoſe of you in the tapeſtry cham- | 
2.6 * ber, which has not lately been ſlept in.” — 

val- 


F Madam,” replied Johnſon, © I am ready 


ugh WF* to eve up my bed to Mr. Willam at your | 
nd, Wl« command ; but as to ſleeping in the tape- 
en * ſtry chamber, you muſt excuſe me.” 
neil 


* Why?” replied may aunt, © what is your 
* objection?” «© I am almoſt aſhamed to 
* tell you,” anſweted Johnſon, © but every * 

E AD wrong M 2 | «* body 


244 THE OBSERVER. No. iy, 


« body has his humour; perhaps my objec- 
* tion may be none to the young gentle. 
* man, but I confeſs I don't chuſe to paſs 
*« the night in a chamber that is under an 
o ill name,” © An ill name for what ?” de. 
manded the lady. © For being haunted,” 
anſwered the butler, © for being viſited by 
« noiſes, and rattling of chains and appari- 
« tions; the gentleman no doubt 1s a ſcho- 
« lar, and can account for theſe things ; I 
« am a plain man, and don't like to have 
* my imagination diſturbed, nor my reſt 
&* broken, though 1t were only by my own 
« fancies.” © What then is to be done?” faid 
my aunt, dire&ting her queſtion to me; 
« Johnſon don't chuſe to truſt himſelf in a 
« haunted chamber ; I ſhall have my houſe 
« brought into diſcredit by theſe reports: 
« Now nephew if you will encounter this 
« ghoſt, and exorciſe the chamber by ſleep- 
« ing in it a few nights, I dare ſay we ſhall 
« hear no more of it. Are you willing to 
* undertake it ?” | 
1 was aſhamed to confels my. fears, and 
yet had no ſtomach to the undertaking ; | 
was alſo afraid of giving umbrage to wy 
aunt, and imprefling her with an unfayour- 
rs 7 0Pt" abk 
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able opinion of me; I therefore afſented 
upon the condition of Johnſon's taking 
part of the bed with me: upon whith the 
old lady, turning to her butler, ſaid, © Well, 
« Johnſon, you have no objeCtion to this 
« propoſal.” © Pardon me, madam,” ſaid 
he, © I have ſuch objections to that cham- 
« ber, that I will not ſleep in it for any body 
« living.” © You ſee he 1s obſtinate,” ſaid 
my aunt, © you muſt even undertake it 
4 alone, or my houſe will lie under an ill 
« name for eyer.” * Sooner than this ſhall 
« be the caſe,” I replied, © I will fleep in 
« the chamber by myſelf.” © You are very 
« polite,” cried my aunt, * and I admire 
« your ſpirit : Johnſon, light my nephew 
* to his room.” Johnſon took up the candle, 
but abſolutely refuſed to march before me 
with the light, when we came into the gal- 
lery, where, pointing to a door, he told me 
that was my chamber, and haſtily made his 
retreat down the ſtairs. 

1 opened the door with no ſmall degree of 
terror, and found a chamber comfortably and 
elegantly furniſhed, and by no means of that 
melancholy caſt, which F had pi&ured to 
myſelf from Johnſon's report of it. My 
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to be worſe) the counterfeit of a ghoſt. 1 
plucked up as good a ſpirit as I could, faid 
my prayers and turned into bed : With the 
darkneſs my. terrors returned; I paſt a fleep- 
of any fort moleſted me. 

* not 1 be as fincere and peremptory as 
_ « Johnſon? He takes his reſt and 1s at peace, 


« dependant ; I, who have not the like call 


« mind: he refuſes what he does not chuſe 
©« to obey, 1 obey all things whether I chulc 


« Becaule I am a flatterer: And why did] 


* my aunt's caprice, which her own cham- 
« ber-maid, who receives her-wages, would 


« flatterer : And what has this flattery done 


246 _.THE OBSERVER. No. 16, 


firſt precaution was to ſearch the cloſet ; |] 


then peeped under the bed, examined the 
hangings; all was as it ſhould be ; nothing 


ſeemed to augur a ghoſt, or (which I take 


leis night, though neither ghoſt, nor noile 


* Why, ” faid I within myſalf,. «© could 


« T am ſleepleſs and in terrors : Though 
« ſervant by condition, 1n his will he 15 in- 


<« of duty, have not the ſame liberty of 


« them or not: And wherefore do I this? 


«* ſwallow a whole na auſeous doſe to humour 


© not touch with her lips? Becauſe I am a 


bs for me, who 2 am a ſlave to it ? what did 
« I vain 
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« T gain byit at my uncle's? I was the echo 
* of his opinions, ſhifted as they ſhifted, 
« ſided with him againſt truth, demonſtra- 
« tion, realon, and even the evidence of my 
« own ſenſes: Abje& wretch, I ſunk myſelf 
_ « jn my own eſteem firſt, then loſt all ſha- | 
« dow of reſpect with him, and was finally 
« expelled from his doors, whil{t I was. in 
« the very act of proſtituting my own judg- 
* ment to his groſs abſurdities: And now 
* again, here I am at my aunt's, devoted to 
« the ſame mean flattery, that has already fo 
«* ſhamefully betrayed me. What has flat- 
* tery gained for me here ? A bitter harveſt 
« truly 1 have had of it ;. poiſoned by an 1n- 
« fernal doſe, which I had no plea for {wal- 
(« lowing ; ſurſeited by dainties I had no ap- 
« petite to taſte, and now condemned to- 
« ſleepleſs hours within a haunted chamber, 
«© which her own domeſtic -would not con- 
« ſent even to enter: Fool that I am to be 
* the dupe of {uch a yapor as flattery ! deſpi- 
<.cable wretch, not to aſſert a freedom of will, 
«© which 1s the natural right of every man, 
* and which even ſervants and hirelings ex- 
* efciſe with a ſpirit I envy, but have not 
* the heart to imitate: I am aſhamed of 
M 4 © my 
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© my own meanneſs : I bluſh for myfelf in 
* the compariſon, and am determined, if 1 
*« ſurvive till to-morrow, to aflert the dig- 
« nity of a moans and abide by the conle- 
«< quences.” 

In meditations like theſe night paſt away, 
and the dawn of morning called me from my 
bed : I roſe and refreſhed my ſpirits with a 
walk through a moſt charming plantation : 
I met a countryman at his work—* Friend,” 
faid 1, you are early at your labour.” — 
« Yes,” anſwered he, © 'tis by my labour 1 
« live, and whilſt I have health and ftrength 
« to follow it, I have nothing to fear but 
© God alone.” So! thought I, here 1s a 
| leffon for me; this man is no flatterer; 
then why do 1 EP what a clown de- 
ſpiſes? 

_ 1 found my aunt ready for breakfaſt; 
ſhe queſtioned me' about my night's reſt : 
I anſwered her with truth that I had enjoyed 
\no reſt, but had neither ſeen nor heard any 
thing to alarm me, and was perſuaded there 
were no grounds for the report of her cham- 
ber being haunted. © I am as well per- 
« ſuaded as yourſelf- of that,” ſhe replied ; 


1 know 'tis only one of Johnſon's whims; 
« but 


* FOO pr $02 


= 
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«* but people you know will have their 


« whims, and 1t was great courteſy in you . 
« to ſacrifice a night's reſt to his humour : 


* my ſervants have been ſpoilt by indul- 
« gence, but it is to be hoped they will 
« Jearn better ſubmiſſion by your example.” 
There was a fſarcaftic tone in my aunt's man- 
ner of uttering this, which gave it more 
the air of ridicule than compliment, and I 


bluſht to the eyes with the conſciouſneſs of 


deſerving it. 

After breakfaſt ſhe took me into her clo- 
ſet, and, defiring me to fit down to a writ- 
ing table, * Nephew,” ſays ſhe, © I know 
* my brother Antony full well ; he 1s a ty- 
© rant in his nature, a bigot to his opinions, 

« and a man of a moſt perverted under- 
* ſtanding, but he is rich, and you have your 
« fortune to make; he can inlult, but you 


* can flatter ; he has his weaknetles, and you 


* can avail yourſelf of them; ſuppole you 


* write him a penitentialletter.” —1 now law 


the opportunity preſent for exerting my” 


new-made reſolution, and felt a ipirit riſing: | 
within me, that prompted me to deliver: | 
myſelf as follows :. © No, madam, I will. 


* neither gratify my uncle's pride, nor 
| M 5; * lower: 
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« lower my own ſelf-eſteem, by making him 


« any ſubmiſſion : I deſpiſe him for the in- 


* ſults he has put upon me, and myſelf for 
« having 1n ſome ſort deſerved them ; , but 
« will never flatter him or any living crea- 
« ture more; and if I. am to forieit your 
« favour by reſiſting your commands, ] 
«© muſt meet the conſequences, and will 
« rather truſt to my own labour for ſupport, 
« than depend upon the caprice of any 
« perſon living; leaſt of all on him.” 
6 Heyday,” cried my aunt, © you refuſe to 
« write !—you will not do as I adviſe you ?” 
«© In this particular,” I replied, < permit 
* me to fay I neither can nor will obey 
« you.” © And you are reſolved to think 


* and a for yourſelf ?” © In the preſent 
* caſe I am, and in all caſes, let me add, 


© where my honour and my conſcience tell 
* me I am right.” © Then,” exclaimed 
my aunt, ©< ] acknowledge you for my 
« nephew : I adopt you from this hour ;” 
and with that ſhe took me by the hand moſt 
cordially ; © I ſaw,” ſaid ſhe, or thought 
« I ſaw, the {ſymptoms of an abje& fpirit in 
* you, and was: reſolved to put my ſuſpt- 


* gons to the teſt; all that has paſt here 


« fince 


No. 108 THE OBSERVER. 251. 


« ſince your coming has been done in con-. 
« cert and by way of trial ; your haunted 
* chamber, the pretended fears of my but- 
« Jer, his blunt refuſal, all have been expe- 
« riments to ſound your character, and I 
*« ſhould totally have deſpaired of you, had 
«* not this laſt inſtance of a manly ſpirit re- 
« ſtored you to my eſteem : you have now 
«* only to perſiſt in the ſame line of conduct 
* to confirm my good opinion of you, and 
* enſure & coma OWN Ry and haPP1-- 
6 nels?” :- 

Thus I have given my hiſtory, and if the 
example of my reformation ſhall warn others. 
from the contemptible chara&ter, which T 
have fortunately eſcaped. from, I ſhall be 
moſt happy, being truly anxious to approve: 
myſelf the friend of mankind, and the Os-. _ 
ſeruer*s very ſincere wellwiſher., 


Wil. Stay nn 


M 6. 
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CIX. 


Oud'y ye eurws ndv avlpwrors tov 
"Qs 10 AcAtuv 7 annireia, 
(MENANDER.) 


& St1l) to be tattling, ftill to prate, 
© No luxury in lite ſo great.” 


HE humonrs and chara&ers of a popu- 
lous county town at a diſtance from 

the capital, furniſh matter of much amule- 
ment to a curious obſerver. I have now 
been ſome weeks reſident wm a place of this 
 defcription, where I have been continually 
treated with the private lives and little ſcan- 
dalizing anecdotes of almoſt every perſon of | 
any note in it. Having pafſed moſt of my 
days in the capital, I could not but remark the 
&riking difference between it and theſe ſub- 
ordinate capitals in this particular : in Lon- 
don we are 1n the habit of looking to our 
own affairs, and caring little about thoſe, 
with whom we have no dealings : here every 
body's buſineſs ſeems to be no leſs his neigh- 
bour's concerns than his own : A ſet of 
tattling 
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tattling goſſips (including all the 1dlers in 
the place male as well as female) ſeem to 
have.” no other employment for their 
time or tongue, but to. run from houſe 
to houſe, and circulate their filly ſtories up 
and down. A few of theſe contemptible 
impertinents I ſhall now deſcribe. 
Mifs Penelope Tabby is an antiquated 
maiden of at leaſt forty years ſtanding, a 
_ great obſerver of decorum, and particularly 
hurt by the behaviour of two young ladies, 
who are her next door neighbours, for a 
cuſtom they have of lolling out of their * 
windows and talking to fellows in the ſtreet : 
The charge cannot «be denied, for .1t 1s cer- 
tainly a practice theſe young ladies indulge 
themſelves 1n very freely ; but on the other 
band it muſt be owned Miſs Pen Tabby is. 
alſo 1n the habit of lolling out of her window 
| at the ſame time to ſtare at them, and put 
them to ſhame for the levity of their con-, 
dut: They have alſo the crime proved 
upon them of being unpardonably handſome,, 
and this they neither can nor will attempt 
to contradict, Miſs Pen Tabby is- ex- 
tremely regular at morning prayers, but ſhe 
complains heavily of a young ſtaring fellow | 
- in 
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_ an the pew next to her own, who violates the 
Tolemnity of the ſervice by ogling her at her | 
devotions: He has a way of leaning over the 
pew, and dangling a white hand ornamented 
with a flaming paſte-ring, which ſometimes 
plays the lights in her eyes, ſo as to make 
them water with the refleQion, and Miſs 
Pen bas this: very natural remark ever 
| ready on the occafion—* Such things, you 
\n —_— are: apt to take off one” S atten- 
« tion.” | W=1-H 
Abother- of this HHoltrious; junto- IS Billy 
Rackele, an old unmarried petit-maitre : 
Billy is a courtier of antient ſtanding ; he 
abounds. in anecdotes not of the: freſheſt 
date, nor altogether of the moſt intereſting 
fort ; for he will tell you how ſuch and 
fuch a lady was drefled,. when he had the 
| honour. of handing her into the drawing- 
room :' he has a court-atalantis of his: own, 
from which he can favour you with ſome hints 
of fly doings among(t the-maids of honour, 
particularly of a certain dubious ducheſs/now 
deceaſed, ((for'he names no names) who ap- 
peared at a certaih maſquerade ir puris natu- 
ralibus, and other valuable diſcoveries, which 
8 he world. has long ago. known, and long 


| ago, 


3 VE 
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ago been tired of. Billy has a ſmattering in 
the fine arts, for he can nett purſes, and make 
admirable coffee and write ſonnets; he has 
the beſt receipt in nature for a dentifrice, 
which he makes up with his own hands, and 
gives to ſuch ladies as are 1n his favour, and 
have an even row of teeth : He can boaſt 
ſome {kill in muſic, for he plays Barberini's. 
minuet to admiration, and. accompanies the 
airs 1n the Beggar's Opera on his flute in 
their original taſte : He 1s alſo a playhouſe 
critic of no mean pretenſions, for he remem- 
bers Mrs. Woftington, and Quin and Mrs. 
Cibber; and when the players come to 
town, Billy 1s greatly looked up to, and has 
been known to lead a clap, where nobody 
but himſelf could: find. a reaſon for clapping 
at, all. . When his vanity -is in the cue, 
Billy Bachelor can talk to you of his amours, 
and upon occaſion ſtretch the truth to ſave 
his credit : particularly in, accounting for a. 
certain old lameneſs in, his. knee-pan, which: 


ome, who. are in the ſecret,, know was got 


by being kicked out of a coffee-houſe,, but 
which to the world at large he afferts was-in-= 


curred, by leaping out of a window to fave 


a lady's. 
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a lady's reputation, and eſcape the fury of 
an enraged huſband. 


Dr. Pyeball iS a dignitary of the church, and 
a mighty proficient in the belles /ettres : He 
tells you Voltaire was a man of ſome fancy 
and had a knack of writing, but he bids you 


beware of his principles, and doubts if he 
had any more chriſtianity than Pontins 
Pilate : He has wrote an epigram againſt a 
certain contemporary hiftorian, which cuts 
him up at a ſtroke. By a happy jargon of 
profeſſional phraſes, with a kind of Socratic 


mode of arguing, he has ſo bamboozled the 


dons of the cathedral as to have effe&ted a 


total revolution in their church mufic, 


making Purcell, Crofts and Handel give 


Place to a quaint, quirkiſh ſtile, little leſs 
__ capricious than'if the organiſt was to play 
_ eotillions, and the dean and chapter dance to 

them. The doctor is a mighty admirer of 


thoſe ingenious publications, which are in- 


| titled The flowers of the ſeveral authors they 


are {eleted from : this ſhort cut to Par- 


naflus not only ſaves him a- great deal of | 


round-about riding, but ſupplies him with 


_ an apt couplet for ofi-hand quota- 


tions,. 


_ wt: oe oo IE. > 
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tions, 1n which he 1s very expert, and has 
beſides a clever knack of weaving them into 
his pulpit effays (for I will not call them 
ſermons) 1n much the ſame way as Tiddy- 
Doll fluck plums on his ſhort pigs and his long 
pigs and his pigs with'a curley tail. By a 
proper ſprinkling of theſe ſpiritual noſegays, 
and the recommendation of a ſoft infinuat- 
ing addreſs, doftor Pyeball 1s unwerſally 
cried up as a very pretty genteel preacher, 
one who underſtands the politeneſs of the 
pulpit, and does not ſurfeit well-bred people 
with more religion than they have ftomachs 
for. Amiable Miſs Pen Tabby 1s one of the 


warmeſt admirers, and declares Do&or Pye- 


ball in his gown and cafſock 1s quite the man 
of faſhion : The ill-natured world will have 
it ſhe has contemplated him in other fitua- 
tions with equal approbation. 

Elegant Mrs. Dainty 1s another or nament. 
of this charming coterie : She is ſeparated 
from her huſband, but the eye of malice 
neyer ſpied a ſpeck upon her virtue; his 
manners were inſupportable, ſhe, good lady, 
never gave him the leaſt provocation, for ſhe 
was always ſick and moſtly confined to her | 
chamber in nurſing a delicate conſtitution ; 

Nozfe 
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Nolles racked her head, company ſhook her 
nerves all to pieces; in the country ſhe 
could not live, for country doctors and apo- 
. thecaries knew nothing of her caſe: in Lon- 
.don ' ſhe could -not ſleep, unleſs the whole 
ftreet was littered with ftraw. Her huſband 
was a man of no refinement ; a// the fine fee!- 
mngs of the human heart were heathen Greek to 
lim; he loved his friend, had no quarrel 
with his bottle, and, coming from his:club 
one night a little fluſtered, his horrid dal- 
liances threw Mrs. Dainty into ſtrong hy ſce- 
ics, and the covenanted truce -being now 
broken, ſhe kept no further ' terms with 
him, and they ſeparated. It was a ſtep of 
ablolute neceſſity, for ſhe declares her lite 
.could no otherwiſe have been --ſayed; - his 
boiſterous familiarities would have. Repo her 
death. She now leads an uncontamiinated 
life, ſupporting a feeble frame by: medicine, 
ſipping her tea with her dear quiet friends 
every cvening, chatting over the little news 
of the day, ſighing charitably when ſhe 
| hears any evil of her kind neighbours, turn- 
ing off her fermme-de-chambre once a weck 
or thereabouts, fondling her lap-dog, who 


15. a dear {weet pretty creature and {o ſen- 
REF) | 6þle, 
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fible, and taking the air now and then on a 
pillion behind faithful Johh, who is ſo care- 
ful of her and ſo handy, and at the ſame 
time one of the ſtouteſt, handſomeſt, beſt- 
limbed lads 1n all England. 


Sir Hugo Fitz-Hugo 1s a decayed baronet 


' of a family ſo very antient, that they have 


long fince worn out the eſtate that ſupported 
them : Sir Hugo knows his own dignity 


none the leſs, and keeps a little ſnivelling 
boy, who can ſcarce move under the load 


of worſted lace, that 1s plaiſtered down the 
edges and ſeams of his livery : He leaves a 
viliting card at your. door, ſtuck as full of 
emblems as an American paper dollar. Sir 
Hugo abominates a tradeſman ; his olfac- 
tory nerves are tortured with the ſcent of a 


grocer, or a butcher, quite acroſs the way, 


and as for a tallow-chandler he can wind him 


to the very end of the ſtreet ; theſe are 


people, whoſe viſits he cannot endure; their 


very bills, turn. his ſtomach upſide down. 


Sir Hugo inveighs againſt modern manners 
as ſeyerely as Cato would againſt French 
cookery ; he notes down omiſſions in punc- 
tilio as a merchant does bills for proteſting: 


2nd in cold *weather Sir Hugo 1s of ſome. 


ule, 


260 THE OBSERVER. No. 109. 


uſe, for he ſuffers no man to turn his back 
to the fire and ſcreen it from the company 
who fit round : He holds it for a ſoleciſm 
in good-breeding for any man to touch a 
lady's hand without his glove : This as a 
general maxim Miſs Pen Tabby agrees to, 
but doubts whether there are not ſome caſes 
when it may be waved : He anathematizes 


the hereſy of a, gentleman's fitting at the 
| head of a lady's table, and contends that 


the honours of the upper diſh are the una- 
lienable rights of the miſtreſs of the family : 


In ſhort, Sir Hugo Fitz-Hugo has more 


pride about him than he knows how to dil- 
poſe of, and yet cannot find in his heart to 
beſtow one atom of it upon honeſty : From 
the world he merits no other praiſe but that 
of having lived ſingle all his life, and being 
the laſt of his family; at his deceaſe the 
Fitz-Hugos will be extinct. | 

This ſociety may alſo boaſt a tenth muſe 
in the perſon of the celebrated Rhodope: 
Her talents are multifarious : , poetical, bio- 


- graphical, epiſtolary, miſcellaneous; She can 


reaſon like Socrates, diſpute like Ariſtotle 
and love like Sappho; her magnanimity 


equals that of Marc Antony, for when the 


world 


hat 
1ng 
the 


uſe 
pe: 

b10- 
| can 
-otle 
nity 
the 
7orld 
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world was at her feet, ſhe ſacnficed 1t all 


for love, and accounted it well /off. She was 


a philoſopher in her leading-ſtrings, and had 
travelled geographically over the globe ere 
ſhe could ſet one foot fairly before the 
other: Her cradle was rocked to the Iam- 
bic meaſure, and ſhe was lulled to fleep by 
ſinging to her an ode of Horace. Rhodope 


has written a book of travels full of moſt 
enchanting incidents, which ſome of her 
_ admirers fay was aCtually ſketched in the 


nurſery, and only filled up with little tempo- 
rary touches in her riper years: I know they 
make appeal to her ſtile as internal evidence 
of what they affert about the nurſery ; but 
though I am ready to admit that 1t has every 
infantine charm, . which they diſcover 1n 1t, 
yet I cannot go the length of thinking with 


them, that a mere infant could poſſibly dic- 


tate any thing ſo nearly approaching to the 
language of men and women : We all know 


that Goody Two-fhoes, and other amuſing 
books, though written for children, were 


not written by children, Rhodope has pre- 
ſerved ſome ſingular curioſities in her mu- 


ſeum : She has a bottle of coagulated foam, 


lomething like the Comgearen blood of Saint 
Januarius : 
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Januarius : this ſhe maintains was the veri- 
table foam of the tremendous Minotaur of 
Crete of immortal memory ; there are ſome, 
. Indeed, who profeſs to doubt this, and af- 
ſert that it is nothing more than the ſlayer 
of a noble Engliſh maſtiff, which went tame 
about her houſe, and, though formidable 


to thieves and interlopers, was ever gentle. 
and affectionate to honeſt men. She has 


a lyre in fine preſervation, held to be the 
identical lyre which Phaon played upon, 
when he won the heart of the amorous Sap- 


| pho; this alſo 1s made matter of diſpute 


amongſt the cognoſcenti ; theſe will have it to 
be a common ltalian 'inftrument, ſuch as 
the ladies of that country play upon to this 
day.; this is a point they muſt ſettle as they 
can, but all agree it is a well-ftrung inſtru- 
ment, and diſcourſes ſweet muſic. She has 
In her cabinet an evergreen of the cyprels 


race, which 1s ſuppoſed to be the very in- 


dividual ſhrub, that led up the ball when 
Orpheus fiddled and the groves began a 


vegetable dance; and this they tell you was 


the origin of all country dances, now in 
| ſuch general praftice. She has alſo in her 
Poon. | the ld 0 epiſtle which king 

Agenor 
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4genor wrote to Europa, diſſuading her from 
her ridiculous partrality for her favorite bull, 
when Jupiter in the form of that animal 
took her off in ſpite of all Agenor's remon- ' 
ſtrances, and carried. her acrots the ſea with 
him upon a, tour, that has immortalized her 
name through the moſt enlightened quarter 
of. the globe : Rhodope 18 ſo tenacious of 
this manuſcript, that ſhe rarely indulges the 
curioſity of her friends with. a, fight of at; 
ſhe has written an.anſwer in Europa $ behalf 
after the. manner;of , Ovid's epiſtle, in which 
ſhe makes a very ingenious defence for' her 
heroine, and every body, who has ſeen the 
whole of the correſpondence, allows that- 
Agenor writes like a man who knew. little: 
of human nature, and that Rihodope in her- 
reply has the beſt of the-argument 
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No. CX. 


Homo extra eft corpus ſuum cum iraſcitur. 
(P. SYRUS.) 


JF is wonderful to me that any man will 
| ſurrender himſelf to be the ſlave of pee- 
viſh and iraſcible humours, that annoy his 
peace, impair his health and hurt his reputa- | 
tion. Who does not love to be greeted in 
ſociety with a ſmile ? Who lives that is in- 
| ſenſible to the frowns, the ſneers, the curſes 
of his neighbours? What can be more 
_ delightful than to enter our own doors 
amidſt the congratulations of a whole fa- 
mily, and to bring a chearful heart into a 
chearful houſe ? - Fooliſh, contemptible 
ſelf-tormentors ye are, whom every little 
accident irritates, every flight omiſſion 
piques! Surely we ſhould guard our paſſions 
as we would' any other combuſtibles, and 
not ſpread open the inflammable magazine 
to catch the firſt ſpark that may blow it and 
ourſelves into the aur. - 

| Tom 


No. tro. THE-OBSERVER 26; 

Tom Tinder 1s one of theſe touchy block- 
heads, whom nobody can endure : The fel- 
low has not a ſingle plea 1n life for his ill tem- 
per ; he does not want money, 1s not married, 
has a great deal of health to ſpare, and never 
once felt the ſlighteſt twinge of the gout. 
His eyes no ſooner open to the morning 
light than he begins to quarrel with the 
weather ; it rains, and he wanted to ride; 
it is ſunſhine, and he meant to go a fiſh- 
ing ; he would hunt only when it is a froſt, 
and' never thinks of ſkaiting but in open 
weather ;/ in ſhort the wind is never in the 
right quarter with this teſty fellow; and 
though-T could excuſe a man for being a 
little out of humour with an eaſterly wind, 
Tom Tinder ſhall box the whole compaſs, - 
and never ſet his needle to a fingle point of 
200d humour upon the face of it. 

He now rings his bell for his ſervant to 
begin the operation of dreſling him, a taſk 
' more'tickliſh than to wait upon the toilette 
of a monkey :: As' Tom ſhifts his - orien 
about as regularly as he does his ſhirt, 
all the world to nothing if the poor Jovil 
does not ſtumble at ſtarting; or if by happy - 
inſpiration he ſhould begin with the right” 

EGS Lo foot 
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foot foremoſt, Tom has another inſpiration 
ready at command to quarrel with him for 
not ſetting forward with the left : To a cer- 
tainty then the razor wants ſtrapping, the 
ſhaving water 1s {moaked, and ' the deyil's 
in the fellow for a dunce, booby and block- 


| head. 


Tom now comes Yown to breakfaſt, and 
though the ſavage has the ſtomach of an 
oftrich, there is not a morſel paſſes down 
his blaſpheming throat without a damn to 
digeſt it ; *twould be a leſs dangerous taſk 
to ſerve in the morning meſs to a faſting 


_ bear. He then walks forth into his garden ; 
' there he does not meet a plant, which his 


ill-bumour does not engraft with the bitter 
fruit of curſing ; the waſps have pierced his 
neCctarines ; the caterpillars have raiſed con- 


- tributions upon his cabbages, and the 1n- 


fernal blackbirds have eaten up all his cher- 
ries: Tom's ſoul 1s not large enough to 
allow the denizens of creation a taſte of 


Nature's gifts, though he ſurfeits with the 


fuperabundance of her bounty, 
He next takes a turn about his farm; 
there vexation upon vexation crofles him at 


' EVery £Orner ; Ro BY a Plague upon't, 


has 


uri 
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has got amongſt his turnips ; the ſmut has 
ſeized his wheat, and his ſheep are falling 
down with the rot: All this is the fault of his 
bailiff, and at his door the blame lies with a 
proportionable quantity of bleſſings to re- 
- Wcommend it. He finds a few dry ſticks 
 Wpickt out of his hedges, and he blaſts all 
| Wl the poor in the neighbourhood for a ſet of 
n Wl thieves, pilferers and vagabonds. He meets 
n Wone of his tenants by the way, and he has 
a petition for a new gate to his farm-yard, or 
ſome repairs to his dove-houſe, or it may be 
2 new threſhing-floor to his barn—Hell and 
fury ! there is no end to the demands of 
theſe curſed farmers—His ſtomach riſes at __ 
the requeſt, and he* turns aſide ſpeechleſs 
with rage, and in this manner pays a viſit 
to his maſons and carpenters, who are at 
work upon a building he is adding to his 
ffices : Here his choler inſtead of ſubfiding 
ly flames more furiouſly, for' the idle raſ- 
als have done nothing ; ſome have been 
making holiday, others have gone to the 
ar at the next town, and the maſter work | 
an has fallen from the ſcaffold, and keeps | 
is bed with the bruiſes : Every devil 1s con- 
ured up from the bottomleſs pit to come 
N 2 -- 0B 
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.on carth and confound theſe dilatory mif. 


. .creants; and now let him go to his dinner 


with what ſtomach he may. If an humbl: 
parſon or dependant couſin expects a peace- 
tul meal at his table, he may as- well it 
down to teed with Thyeſtes or the Centaurs, 


| After a meal of miſery and a glaſs of wine, 


which ten to one but the infernal butler has 
clouded in the decanting, he is ſummoned 


| to a game at back-gammon: The parlon 


throws ſize-ace, and in a few more caſt; 
covers all his points; the devil's in the dice! 


_ Tom makes a blot, and the parſon hits it; 


he takes up man after: man, and all his 
points are' full, and Tom is gammoned paſ 


 redemption—Can fleſh and blood bear this? 


Was. ever ſuch a run of luck ? The dice- 


_ box 18 flapt. down with: a vengeance ; tis 


tables ring with the deafening craſh, the 


parſon - ſtands aghaſt, and Tom ftamps 


the floor inthe phrenzy of paſſion—Deſpi 
cable paſſion! miſerable dependant !— 
Where is_ his next refource ? the parſot 
has fled the pit ; the back-gammon table 1 
cloſed; no chearful neighbour knocks at bs 
unſocial gate; filence and night and folitud 


Are. his Tlanitoly inmates ; 3. his bovliy 
oy boſon 
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boſom Jabours like a turbid fea after the 
winds are lulled ; ſhame ftares him in the 
face z conſcience plucks at his heart, and, to 
divert his own tormenting thoughts, he calls 
in thoſe of another perſon, no matter whom 
—the firſt 1dle author that ftands next to 
his hand : he takes up a book; *tis a vo- 
lume of comedies ; he opens 1t at random ; 
tis all alike to him where he begins ; all our 
poets put together are not worth a halter; 
he ſtumbles by mere chance upon The Cho- 
lric Man; *twas one to a thouſand he 
ſhould ſtrike upon that blaſted play—What 
an infernal title ! What execrable nonſenſe ! 
What a canting, preaching puppy of an 
author !—Away goes the poet with his play, 
and half a dozen better poets than himſelf 
bound up in the fame luckleſs volume, the 
innocent ſufferers for+-his offence. ET 
_ Tom now fits forlorn, diſguſted, without 
a friend living or dead to chear him, gnaw- 
ing his own heart for want of other dict to 
feed his fpleen upon : At length he flinks 
into a comfortleſs bed ; damns his ſervant 
as he- draws the curtains round him, drops 
aſleep and dreams of the devil. 
Major Manlove 1s a near neighbour, but 
Oo he nw no 


— 
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no intimate of Tom Tinder's : With the 


enjoyments that reſult from health, the 
major is but rarely bleſt, for a body-wound, 
which. he received in battle, is apt upon cer- 
tain changes of the climate to viſit him with 


acute pains, He 1s married to one of the 


beſt of women ; but ſhe too has impaired 
her health by nurſing him when he was 


wounded, and is ſubject to ſevere rheuma- 
tic attacks, » Love however has an opiate 


for all her pains, and domeſtic peace pours 


'a balſam into the huſband's wound. It is 


only by the ſcrutinizing eye of affection, that 


either can diſcover when the other ſuffers, 
for religion has endowed both hearts with 


patience, and neither will permit a complaint 
to eſcape, which nught invite the ſympathiz- 
ing friend to ſhare- it's anguiſh. Diſabled 


for ſervice, major Manloye has retired upon 


halſ-pay, and as he plundered neither the 
enemy's country nor his own during the 
war, he is, not burthened with the ſuper- 
Avities of fortune ; happily for him theſe 


- ae not amongſt. his regrets, and a prudent 


ceconomy keeps him ſtrait with the world 
and independant. iy 
One brave youth, trained under his own 
| 4 eye 
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eye in the ſame regiment with himſelf, is all 
the offspring Heaven hath beſtowed upon 
_ this worthy father, and in him the hearts of 
the fond parents are centered ; yet not ſo 
centered, as to ſhut them againſt the gene- 
ral calls of philanthropy, for in the village 
where they live they are beloved and bleſ- 
ſed by every creature. The garden furniſhes | 
amuſement to Mrs. Manlove, and when the 
ſharp north-eaſt does not blow pain into the 
major's wound, he 1s occupied with his 
farm: His trees, his crops, his cattle are his - 
nurſelings, and the poor that labour 1n his 
ſervice are his children and friends. To his 
ſuperiors major Manlove cGeports hunſelf 
with that graceful reſpect, that puts them 
in mind of their own dignity without dt- 
miniſhing his; to his inferiors he is ever 
kind and condeſcending: To all men he 
maintains a natural ſincerity, with a counte- _ 
nance ſo expreflive of the benevolence 
glowing in his heart, that he is beloved as 
ſoon as known, and known as ſoon as ſeen. 
With a ſoul formed for ſociety, and a lively 
flow of ſpirits, this amiable man no ſooner 
enters into company, than his preſence dit- 
' fuſes | Joy and gladneſs over the whole circle : 
fo OE Every 
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Every yoice bids him: welcome ; every hand 
1s reached out to greet him with a cordial 
ſhake. He ſits down with a complacent 
{mile ; chimes/in with the converſation as it 
is going, hears all, overbears none, damps 
nobody's jeſt, if it is harmleſs; cuts no 
man's ſtory, if it is only tedious, and is the 
very life and foul of the table. 
| According to annual cuſtom IT paſſed 
a ſome days with him laſt autumn : There 1s a 
tranquillity, which tranſpiresfrom the maſter 
and miſtreſs of this family through every 
| member belonging to it; the ſorvants are 
| few, but fo affiduous in their reſpeCtive fta- 
tions, that you can _no where | be better 
waited on :: 'The table is plain, but elegant, 
and though the major himſelf 1s no fſportt- 
man, and has done carrying a gun, the kind- 
- - neſs of his neighbours keeps him well fup- 
plied with -game, and every. ſort of rural 
luxury, that their farms and gardens can 
furniſh. Nothing can be more delightful 
than the face of the country about him, 
. and I was charmed with his little orna- 
mented [farm in particular: The diſpoſition 
of the garden, and the abundance of it's 
fruits and flowers beſpeak Mrs. Manlove no 
" :: | Common 
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common adept in that ſweet and RIS, 
ſcience. 

One day as my friend and I were ciding 
through the fields to enjoy the weſtern 
breeze of a fine September morning, our 
ears were ſaluted with the full chorus of 
the hounds from a neighbouring copſe, and 
as we were crofling one of 'the paſtures 
towards them, we heard two men at high 
words behind a thick hedge, that concealed 
them from our ſight, and ſoon after the 
ſound of blows which ſeemed to be heavily 
laid on, accompanied with oaths and cries 
. that made us puſl"to the next'gate with all 
the ſpeed we could muſter. | One of the 
combatants was lying on- the ground, 'roat- 
ing for mercy under the cudgel of his con- 
queror, who was belaboting him at a furious 
rate: The perſon of the victor was unknown 
to major Manlove ; the' vanquiſht 'foon 
made him recognize the rueful features of 
Tom Tinder, who called -upon the-major 
by name to gon and fave him Trans 
ing murdered. ; 

This was no ſooner. done Fre the cad- 
geller, who was a ſturdy clown, gave us to | 
underſtand, that he had been doing no more 

I £ than” 


274 THE OBSERVER. No. 116. 


than every Engliſhman has a right to do, 
returning the loan of a blow with proper 


intereſt to the lender : Thys the proftrate 
hero did not deny, but aſſerted that the raf- 
cal had headed the hare as ſhe was breaking 


cover, and turned her into the wood again, 
by which means he had ſpoilt the day's 
ſport —And. did you this deſignedly ? faid 
the major. —Not I, maſter, . replied the 
countryman, as Heaven ſhall judge me! I 
love: the ſport: too well to ſpoil it wiltully : 
But if I was travelling along the Toad juſt 


as puſs was popping. through the hedge, 


could I help it.?, am I in the fault? And 
ſhould this gentleman, if he be a gentleman, 


Tide up to-me as if. he would have trampled 


me like a dog under his horſe's feet, and lay 


- . the butt of his whip upon my ſcull ? I think 
'" NO man can bear that ; ſo I pulled him out 

of the ſaddle, and banged him well, and 1 
think no good man, as you appear to be, 
will fay otherwiſe than that he well deſerved 
3t.—If this be ſo, anſwered the major, I can 
ſay nothing to the contrary,—How, Sir, 


exclaimed the {quire, who was now upon his 


legs, is arafcal like this to return blow for. 
: blow, and does major Manlove abet him 1n 


ſuch 


L.. . 
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ſuch inſolence ?—1I am forry, Sir, rephed the 
major calmly, you ſhould put ſuch a queſ- 
tion to me; but when gentlemen loſe.their 
temper—Sir, quoth Tom, interrupting him, 
I have loſt my horſe, and that's the worſe 
loſs of the two—'Tis what you are leaſt 
uſed to, replied the major, .and without 
more words quietly trotted homewards. 

As we jogged along my friend began to 
comment with much pleaſantry. upon this 
ridiculous incident, interlaxding his diſcourſe 
every now and then with remarks of a more 
ſerious ſort- upon the- ill effes of a haſty 
temper, and giving me {ome traits of his 
neighbour's habits of life,” which, though 
not ſo uncommon as I'could wiſh, were ne- 
| vertheleſs ſuch, as, when contraſted with. 
his benevolent chara&er, may perhaps {erve 
to furniſh out no very: unedifying topic for 
an Eflay i in The * TIO 
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No. CXI. 


Neque | lex eft "Tuftior ulla 


Quam necis artifices arte perire ſud. 


W- have | heard: ſo much of the tragical 
effe&ts of jealouſy, that I was not a 


| little pleaſed with an account lately given 


me of a gentleman, who' had been happily 
cured of his jealouſy without any of thoſe 
melancholy circumſtances, which too fre- 
quently reſult from that fatal paſſion, even 
when it is groundleſs: As this gentleman's 
jealouſy was of that deſcription, I am the 


rather tempted to relate the ſtory (under 
Proper caution as to names and perſons) be- 

| Eauſe there 1s a moral Juſtice in its cataſ- 
| trophe, which is pleaſing even in fition, but 

| more particularly ſo when we meet It in the 
real occurrences of life. 


Sir Paul Teſty in his forty-eighth year 
married the beautiful Louiſa in her eigh- 
teenth : there are ſome parents, who ſeem 
to think a good ſettlement can atone for any 


diſparity of age, and Louiſa's were of this 
_ fort. Sir Paul had a maiden fiſter ſeveral 


years 


/ > 
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years younger than himſelf; who had kept 


his houſe for ſome time before his marriage 
with Louiſa, and as this'lady was in fa& an 
admirable mconomift, and alſo 1n pofſefſhon 
of a very conſiderable independent fortune, 
the prudent baronet took his meaſures for 
| her continuance 1n his family, where, under 
pretence of aſſiſting the inexperience of his 
young bride, ſhe ftill maintained her govern- 
ment in as abſolute authority as ever: As 
Miſs Rachel would have been better pleaſed 
with her brother, had he choſen a wife with 
leſs beauty and more fortune than Louiſa 


brought into the family, it may well be 


doubted if ſhe, would -have remained with 
him after his marriage, had ſhe not been 
pretty far advanced in an affair of the heart 
with a certain young gentleman, whoſe 
attentions, though in fact directed to her 

purſe, ſhe was willing to believe had been 
honourably addrefſed to: her perfon :; This 


- young gentleman, whom T thall call Lionel, - 


was undoubtedly an obje& well deſerving 


the regards of any lady in Miſs Rachel's 


+ predicament ; - with a fine perſon and en- 


gaging addreſs he had -the recommendation 


of -togſeberth Pg younger ſon of the Lord 


< Mortimer, 


C 
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Mortimer, a venerable old peer, who refided 
at his family manſion within a few miles of 
Sir Pau], and lived upon the moſt friendly 
terms with him in a frequent intercourſe of 
viſits: Lionel had given this worthy father 
great uneafineſs from his early diffipation 
and extravagance; conſiderable ſums had 
been paid for him to clear his debts, but the 
old lord's eſtate being 'a moderate one 'and 
entailed upon his eldeſt ſon, Lionel 'had 
been obliged to fell out of the army, and 
was now living at 'home upon the bounty 
of his father on a reduced and flender allow- 
ance. 

It is not to be wetland at that Lionel, 
who felt his own embarrafſments too ſen- 
fibly to neglect any fair means of getting rid 
of them, ſhould be willing to repair his 
ſhattered fortunes by an advantageous 
match ; and though 'Miſs Rachel was not 
_ exactly the lady he would have choſen, yet 
| he very juſtly confidered that his circum- 
ſtances did not entitle him to chulſe for him- 
ſelf; he was alſo ſtrongly urged to the mea- 
| ſure by his father, to whoſe wiſhes he held 
himſelf bound to-conform not only on the 
ſcore of duty but of atonement likewile : 
| At 


Sod. ems owe ads i. et.” x tas. ons” MT ann. 


I” Y y—_ [ EP Y F Y 


" _— a—_— Sy oO ITT ”_Y " SOT | ad . am ne. a 


No. 111. THE OBSERVER. 279 


At this time the affair was 1n ſo promiſing a 
train, that there 1s little doubt but it would 
have been brought to a concluſion between 
the parties, had not Sir Paul's marriage 
taken place as it did; but as Miſs Rachel, 
for reaſons which are ſufficiently explained, 
determined upon remaining with her bro- 
ther, the intercourſe between the lovers was 
renewed, as ſoon as Sir 'Paul had brought 
| home his bride, and was ſufficiently ſettled 
to receive the viſits of. his friends and ncigh- 
bours on the occaſion. | 

Now it was that the unhappy Rachel'be- 
came a victim to the moſt tormenting of all 
human paſſions: her. ſiſter-in-law had - a 


thouſand charms, and ſhe ſoon diſcovered, 


or fancied ſhe diſcovered, that Lionel's 


attentions were directed towards. a fairer ob- 
. jeft than herſelf: She had now the ftrongeſt 


of all motives for keeping a watchful eye 
upon Louiſa's behaviour, and it is the pro- 
perty of -jealouſy to magnify and diſcolour 
every thing it looks-upon ; for ſome time 
however ſhe kept herfelf under prudent re- 
ſtraint ; a hint now and then, cautiouſly in- 
troduced in the way of advice, was all ſhe 
ventured upon ; but thele hints were, ſo 
| little 
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little attended to by Louiſa, whoſe innocent 
gaiety lent no ear to ſuch remonſtrances, that 
they were occaſionally repeated in a graver 
tone ; as theſe grew more and more peeviſh, 
| Loviſa began to take a little miſchievous 
Pleaſure in teazing, and' was piqued into a 
behaviour, which probably ſhe would never 


have indulged herſelf in towards Lionel, had 


[not Rachel's jealouſy provoked her to it; 


ſtil] 1t was innocent, but ſo far imprudent, 


as it gave a handle to Rachel's malice, who 
now began to ſow the ſeeds of diſcontent 
in her brother's irritable boſom. 
In one of thoſe ſparring dialogues, which 
now frequently paſſed between the ſiſters, 

| Rachel, after deſcanting upon the old topic 
with ſome degree of aſperity, concluded her 
leQture with many profeſſions of zeal for - 
 Loviſa's happineſs, and obſerved to her as an 
- apology for the freedom of her advice, that 
ſhe had a right to ſome little experience of 
the world more than had yet fallen to the 


other's lot : To which Louifa replied with 


ſome tartneſs—--* True ! for you have lived 
<« more years in it than I ape FN A tew 


<« perhaps,” anſwered Rachel. —< As few or 
5 as many as you Cchulſe to acknowledge,” 
added 
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added Louiſa: © It is one amongſt a variety 
« of advantages over me, which you are too 
« g2-nerous to boaſt of, and I am too humble 
«to repine at.”-—* Be that as it may,” ſaid 


the other damſel, © you will give me leave 


* to obſerve that you have a double call 
« upon you - diſcretion; you are a mar- 
« ried woman,” ; 

« Perhaps that very circumſtance. may be 
« a proof of my indiſcretion.” 


« How ſo, madam! I may venture to 'S 


* my brother Sir-Paul was no unſeaſonable 


«* match for your ladyſhip; at leaſt I -can_ 


« witneſs ſome pains were employed wy 
* part to obtain:him.”? 


« Well, my dear ſifter,” replied Lowk $ 


with an affe&ted' nonchalance, ©& after ſo 
_ © much pains is it not natural I ſhould wiſh 
« to repoſe myſelf a little ?? —< Indiſcretion 
«* admits of no repoſe ; health, honour, hap- 
© pineſs-are ſacrificed by it's effets ; it faps 
<« the reputation of a wife ; it ſhakes the af- 
© fe&tions of a buſband.” 


- © Be content | cried Louiſa, © fa you 


_ © will give no cauſe for diſturbing the affec- 
* tions a the huſband, I wall take care-none 


66 * ſhall D 
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« ſhall be given for Sehlting: the EO 
« of the wife.” 

At this moment Sir Paul entered the 
room, and perceiving by the countenances of - 
the ladies, that, they were not perfectly in 
good-humour with each other, eagerly de- 
manded of Louiſa why ſhe looked {0 


grave. 


« ] would look grave, if I could,” ſhe 
rephed, © out of compliment to my com- 
« pany; but I have ſo light a conſcience and 
« ſo gay a heart, that I cannot look gravity 
« in the face without laughing at it.” 

This was delivered with fo pointed a 
glance at Rachel, that it was not poſſible to 
miſtake the application, and ſhe had no 
ſooner left the room, than an explanation 


| took place between the brother and ſiſter, 


in the courſe of which Rachel artfully con- 
trived to infuſe ſuch a copious portion of her 
own poiſonous jealouſy into the boſom of Sir 
Paul, that upon the arrival of lord Morti- 
mer, which was at this crifis announced 
to him, he took a ſudden determination to 
give-him to underſtand how neceflary it was 
bobames to his domeſtic happineſs, that 
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Lionel ſhould be induced to diſcontinue his 
viſits in his family. 

Under theſe impreſſions and in a very 
awkward ſtate of mind Sir Paul repaired to 
his library, where lord Mortimer was ex- 


pecting him in a ſituation of no leſs embar- | 


raflment, having conned over a ſpeech for 


the purpoſe of introducing a propoſal for an 


_ altance between the families, and with a 
view to ſound how Sir Paul might ſtand 
_ affe&ted towards a match between his fon 
Lionel and Miſs Rachel. 


As ſoon as the firſt ceremonies were over, 


which were not very ſpeedily diſmiſſed, as 


| both parties were ſtrict obſervers of the old 
rules of breeding, his lordſhip began after 
his manner to wind about by way of recon- 


nolitring his ground, and having compoſed 
his features with much gravity and delibera- 
tion, began to open his honourable trenches 
as follows —* In very truth, Sir Paul, I pro- 
. © teſt to you there are few things 1n life can 


* ove me more pleaſure than to find my ſon. 
*« Lionel ſo afſiduous in his viſits to this fa-- 


« mily.” —The baronet, whoſe mind at this 
moment was not capable of adverting to any 
other 1dea but what had reference to his own 


jealouſy, 
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jealouſy, ſtared with amazement at this un- 
expected addreſs, and was ſtaggered how to 
reply to it ; at laſt with much heſitation, in a 


tone of 11] counterteited raillery, he replied, 
_ that he truly believed there was one perſon in 


his family, to whom Mr. Lionel's viſits were 
particularly acceptable : and as this was a 
ſubject very near his heart, nay, that alone 
upon which the honour and happineſs of 
him and his family depended, he affured 
his lordſhip that it was with avidity he em- 
braced the opportunity of coming to an ex- 
planation, which he hoped would be as 
confidential on his lordſhip's part, as it 
ſhould'be on his own. There was ſomething 
in the manner of Sir Paul's delivery, as well 

as in the matter of - the ſpeech itſelf, which 
alarmed the hereditary pride of- the old peer, 


who drawing himſelf up with great dignity 


obſerved to Sir Paul, that for his ſon Lionel 


he had this to ſay, that want of honour was 
' never amongſt his failings ; nay it was never 
- to be charged with impunity againſt any 
- member of his family, and that to prevent 


any imputation of this ſort from being 


grounded upon his ſon's affiduities to a cer- 
tain lady, he had now ſought this interview 


and 
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and explanation with his good friend and 
neighbour. Fes: 
This was ſo kind a lift in Sir Paul's con- 
ception towards his favourite point, that he 
immediately exclaimed—* I ſee your lord+- 
« ſhip 1s not unappriſed of what is too con- 
« ſpicuous- to be overlooked by: any body 
« who is familiar in this houſe; but as I 
© know-your lordſhip is a man of the niceſt 
* honour in your own perſon, I ſhould hold 
« myſelf effentially bound to you, if you 
« would: prevail upon your ſon to adopt the 
« like principles towards a certain lady un- 
« der this roof,. and caution him to: defiſt 
«from thoſe affiduities, which you your- 
« ſelf have noticed, and which, to confeſs 
« the truth to you, I cannot be a witneſs to' 
« without very great unalineſs and diſcon-' 


- © net” 


Upon theſe words the peer Rarted from: 
his ſeat as nimbly as age would permit him,; 
and with great firmneſs rephed—< Sir Paul 
« Teſty, if this be:your wiſh and defire, let. 
* me-affure you, it ſhall be mine alfo; my: 
« ſon's viſit in this family will never be re-: 
<< peated; ſet your heart at reſt; Lionel: 

A + Mortimer 
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« Mortimer will give you and your" Ss no fur- 


<« ther diſturbance.” 

- & My lord,” anſwered the baronet, * I 
< am penetrated with the ſenſe of your very 
& honourable proceedings, and the warmth 
« with which you have exprefled yourſelf on 
<« a ſubject ſo cloſely interwoven with my 
<« peace of mind ; you have eaſed my heart 


< of its burthen, and 1 ſhall be ever moſt 


\ 


« orateful to you for it.” 
 « Sir,” replied the peer, *< there i 1s more 
” « tha enough ſaid on the fubje&; I dare 


« ſay my ſon will ſurvive his difappoint- 


« ment.” —* I dare fay he will,” faid Sir 


Paul, © I cannot doubt the ſucceſs of Mr. 


« Lionel's attentions ; I have only to hope 


« he will dire&t them to ome other ob- 


« 1e&.” - 


, Lord Mortimer now muttered Taletblng 


which Sir Paul did' not hear, nor perhaps 


attend to, and took a haſty leave. When 


it is explained to the reader that Miſs Ra- 
chel had never, even im the moſt diſtant 


manner, hinted the fituation: of her heart 


to her brother, on the contrary had indul- 


trioully concealed it from him, this ma/- 
| entendu 
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entendu will not appear out of nature and pro- 
bability. Lionel, whole little gallantries with 
Louila had not gone far enough feriouſly to 
engage his heart, was ſufficiently. tired of his 
mercenary attachment to Mits Rachel; fo 
that he patiently ſubmitted to his diſmiſſion, 
and readily obeyed his father's commands by 
a total diſcontinuance of his viſits to Sir 
Paul ; To the ladies of the family this be- 
haviour appeared altogether myſterious ; Sir 
Paul kept the ſecret to: humſelf, and watched 
| Louiſa very narrowly ; when he found ſhe 
took no other | notice of Lionel's negle&t, 
than by ſlightly remarking that ſhe ſuppoſed 
he was more agreeably engaged, he began to 
diſmiſs his jealouſy and regain- his ſpirits. 
It was far otherwiſe with the unhappy ' 
Rachel; her heart was on the rack ; for 
| though ſhe naturally ſuſpected her brother's 
jealouly of being. the. cauſe of Lionel's ab- 
lence, yet ſhe cauld:; not account for his 
filence towards herſelf in any other way than ' 
by ſuppoſing that Louiſa had totally drawn 
off his affections from her, avd this was 
agony not to be ſupported ; day after day 
paſſed in anxious expeCtation of a letter to 
explain this cruel neglect, but none came ;_ 
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all communication with the whole family of 
lord Mortumer was at a ſtop;. no intelli- 
gence could be obtained from that quarter, 


and to all ſuch inquiries as ſhe ventured to 


try upor. her brother, he anſwered ſo drily, 


- that ſhe could gather nothing from him : 


In the mean time, as he became hourly bet- 


ter reconciled to Louiſa, ſo he grew more 
_ and more-cool to the miſerable Rachel, who 


now. too late diſcovered: the fatal” conſe- 


' quences of. interfering between: huſband and 
wite,, and'heartily reproached herſelf for her 


officiouſneſs-in aggravating his jealouſy. 


Whilſt ſhe was tormenting: herſelf with 
theſe refle&tions, and when Louiſa' ſeemed 


to have forgotten. that ever fuch a. 'perſon as 
Lionel-exiſted,: a report was. circulated that 
he was about tobe married to a'certain lady 


| of great-rank and fortune, and: that he had 
gone up with lord Mortimer-.to town. for 


that -purpoſe. There wanted only this blow 
to make; Rachel's agonies compleat ; in a 
ſtate of mind little ſhort of ,phrenſy ſhe 
betook- herſelf to her chamber, and there 
ſhutting herſelf up; ſhe gave vent to her pal- 
fion in_ a: letter. fully charged with com- 
plaints and reproaches, which-ſhe committed 

ff. Ls | Hg to 
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toa'truſty meſſenger, with ſtrict injun&tons: 
to dehver it into TLionel's own hand, and 
return with his anſwer : This commiſfion 


was faithfully performed, and the following 
15 the nes ſhe received 1n return. — 


& Madam, 


<.] am . ne .leſs aſtoniſhed than affe&ted 
* by your ktter : -If your brother has not 
« long ſince informed: you of his conference 
« with my father.and the reſult of it, he has 
©« acted-as unjuſtly by you as he has by lord 
« Mortwner and myfelf: When my father 
* waited upon Sir Paul for. the expreſs pur- 
« poſe of making known ito him the hopes 
< I had the ambition. to entertain of-render- 
© ing myſelt acceptable to you upon a pro- 
<« poſal of marriage, he received at once ſo 
« ſhort and peremptory a diſmifſion on-my 
« behalf, -that, painful as it was to. my feel- 
« ings, I had no-part to. a&t but Glently to 
* ſubmit, and withdraw mylelf from a fa- 
© mily, where I was fo unaccepUIDIe 8 an in 
<. truer: - 

« When 1 confirm as truth of the report 

« you have heard, and inform you that my 


** marriage took place this v ery hn | 
Vor. IV. 44s a 1: PIO 
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<6 you will pardon' me if I add no more 


<< than that I have the honour to be, 
< Madam, your moſt obedient 
. * and moſt humble ſervant, 
_ « Lroner MorTiMER,” 


Every hope being extinguiſhed by the 
receipt of this letter, the diſconſolate Rache] 
became henceforth one of the moſt miſer- 
able of human beings : After venting a tor- 


| rent of rage againſt her brother, ſhe turned 


her back upon his houſe. for ever, and unde- 
termined: where to: fix, whillt at intervals 


The can ſcarce be ſaid to be in poſſeſſion of 


her ſenſes, ſhe is ſtill wandering from place 


to place in ſearch of that: repoſe, which is 


not to be found, and wherever ſhe goes 
exhibits a melancholy ſpectacle of diſap- 


pointed envy and ſelt-tormenting ſpleen. 
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6 Wi good doyou expect todo by your 
« Obſervers ?” ſaid a certain perſon 
to me t'other. day: As I knew.the man to 
be a notorious damper, I parried his queſtion, 
as I have often parried other plump queſtions, 
by anſwering nothing, without appearing to 
be mortified or offended : To fay the truth 
I do not well know what anſwer I could have 
given, had I been diſpoſed to attempt it: 
I ſhall ſpeak very ingenuouſly upon the ſub- 
je&t to my candid readers, of whoſe indul- 
gence I have had too many proofs to heſitate 
at committing to them all that 1s 1n my 
heart relative to our paſt or future ni 
and conne&ion. 
When I firſt devoted Git to this ers 
1 took it up at a tune of leiſure and a time 
of life, when I conceived myſelf in a capacity 
for the undertaking; I flattered myſelf IL 
had talents and materials ſufficient to fur- 
niſh a colle&ion of miſcellaneous eflays, 
which through a variety of amuſing matter 
ſhould convey inſtruction to ſome, entertain- 
Oz2 -, ment. 
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ment to moſt, and diſguſt to none of my 
readers. To effef&t theſe purpoſes I ſtudied - 
4n the firſt place to ſimplify and familiarize 
-my ſtile by all means ſhort of inelegance, 
taking careto avoid all pedantry and affetta- 
t10n,and never ſuffering myſelf to beled aſtray 
by the vanity of florid periods and laboured 
declamation: At the ſame time I .refolved 
not to give my* morals . an auſtere -com- 
plexion, .nor «convey -Teproof 'in a magi- 
ſterral tone, for I did not hold it-neceſfary 
to be angry in order to perſuade the world 
that I was 1n earneſt : As I am not the age's 
Cenſor either by office or profeſſion, nor am 
poſſeſſed of any. ſuch ſuperiorities .over 
other-men as might Juſtify me mm aſſuming 
a taſk. to -which nobody has invited me, I 
was ſenſible I had no claim upon the public 
for their attention but what I could earn by 
zeal and diligence, nor any title to their can- 
dour .and complacency but upon the evi- 
dence - of thoſe .qualities on my own. part. 
As I have never-made particular injuries a 
cauſe for general complaints, I am by no 
means out of humour with the world, and it 
has'been. my conſtant. aim .throughout the 


progreſs of theſe papers to recommend and 
inſti] 
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nftil a principle -of univerſal benevolence; I 
have to the-beft of my power endeavoured 
to. ſupport the Chriſtian: chara&er by occa- 
ſional remarks upon the evidences and bo- 
nefits of Revealed Religion ; and as the ſale 
and circulation of thete vohumes have ex- 
ceeded my moſt {anguine hopes, I am en» 
couraged to believe that my endeavours are 
accepted; and if ſo; I truſt there 1s no arro- 
gance in- preſuming fome good may have 
reſulted from:them. 

I wiſh I could contribute to: render men 
mild and merciful towards each other, tole- 
rating every peaceable member, who mixes in 

our community without annoying it's efta- 
_ -bliſhed church: 1 wiſh I could inſpire an 
ardent attachment to: our beloved country, 
qualified however with the gentleſt manners 
and-a, beaming charity towards the world at 
large : I wiſh I could perſuade contempora- 
ries to live together as friends and fellow 
travellers, emulating each other without 
acrinony,. and chearing even-rivals in the 
{ame purſuit with that liberal ſpirit of pa- 
triotiim, which takes a-generous intereſt: 1n 
the ſucceſs of every. art. and ſcience, that 
embelliſh or exalt.the ageand nation we be- 
NPI O 3 _ long 
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long to : I with I- could devite ſome means 
to ridicule the proud man out of his folly, 
' the yoluptuary out of his falſe pleaſures ; if 
I could find one conſpicuous example, only 
one, amongſt the great and wealthy, of an 
cltate adminiſtered to my entire content, I 
ſhould hold it up with exultation ; but when 
1 review their order from the wretch who 
hoards to the madman who ſ{quanders, I ſee 
- no one to merit other praiſe than of a pre- 
ference upon compariſon ; as for the do- 
meſtie bully, who 1s a brute within his own 
doors and a ſycophant without, the maleyo- 
lent defamer of mankind, and the hardened 
reviler of religion, they are characters fo in- 
corrigible, and held in fuch univerſal deteſta- 
- tion, that there 1s little chance- of making 
- Any impreſſion upon their nature, and. no : 
need for provoking any greater contempt, 
than the world 1s already diſpoſed to enter- 

tain for them: I am happy in believing, 


. - that the time does not abound in ſuch cha- 


_ rafters, for my obſervations in life have not 
been ſuch as ſhould diſpoſe me to deal in me- 
lancholy deſcriptions and defponding lamen- 
tations over the enormities of the age; too 
many indeed may be found, who are lan- 

Rong guid 
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guid in the practice of religion, and, not a 
few, who are flippant in their converſation 
upon it-z but let theſe ſenſeleſs triflers call 
to mind, if they can, one. fingle inſtance of 
a man, however eminent for 1ingemutty, who 
either by what. he has written, or by what 
he has ſaid, has been able to raile a well- 


founded ridicule at the expence of true reli- 


gion.z enthuſiaſm, ſuperſtition and hypo- 
criſy may. give, occaſion for raillery, but 
againſt, pure religion the wit of- the blaſ- 
_ phemer carries no edge ; the-weapon, when 
ftruck upon: that ſhield, ſhivers in the aflaſ- 


lin's hand, the: point flies back upon his 


breaſt and plunges to his heart. 

\ T have. not been inattentive to the inte- 
refts of the fair, ſex, and have done my beſt 
to laugh them out of their fictitiouscharac- 
ters :. On the plain ground of truth and na- 


| ture they are the ornaments of creation, 


-but'in the maze of affeQation all their 


charms are loſt. Where vice corrupts one,. 


vanity betrays an hundred; ; out of the many 
diſgraceful inftances of nuptial infidelity 


upon record, few have been. the wretches, 


whom a natural depravity has made deſpe- 


make, but many and various are the. miſeries, . 
eld © | O 4. abich. 
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which have been produced by vanity, by 
reſentment, by faſhionable diffipation, by 
the corruption -of bad example, and moſt 
of all by the favit and neglect of the huf- 
band. 


"They have alfociato with our ſex to the 


_ profit of their underſtandings and the pre» 


judice of their morals : We are beholden 
to them tor having foftened our ferocity and 


_ . Uifpelled our gloom; but it-1s tobe regret- 
ted that any part of that pedantic character, 
_ which they remedied in-us, ſhould have in- 


fe&ed their manners. A lady, who: has 
quick talents, ready memory, and ambition 


to ſhine in converſation, 'a paſſion: for read- 


mg; and who is withal of 'a certain age or 


perſon to defpair of conquering with her 
_ eyes, will be apt to ſend her-underſtanding. 
\mto the field, and-it is well if ſhe does not 
make a ridiculous figure before her literary 
_ campaign 1s oyer. If the old ſtock of our 
_ female pedants were not ſo buſy in recruit- 


ing their ranks with young novitiates, whoſe 


_ underſtandings they diſtort by their: traim- 


ing, we would let them ruſt out, and ſpend 


. © their ſhort annuity of nonſenſe without an- 
* noying them, but whilſt they-will be ſeduc- 
"FI5IAN 25d not 7 
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ing credulous and inconfiderate- girls into | 


- their circle, and transforming youth and 


beauty intounnatural and monſtrous ſhapes, 


it becomes the duty of every knight-errant 
in morality to fally forth to the reſcue of 
theſe hag-ridden and diftreſted damſels. 

| It cannot beſuppoſed I-mean to ſay: that 
_ genius ought not: to be cultivated in one 
ſex as well as in the other; the obje& of my 
anxiety: is. the. preſervation of: the female 
character, þy which Iunteritand thoſe gen- 
tle unaſſuming manners and qualities pecu- 
Har to the-ſex, which recommend them to 
our prote&tion and endear them to our 
hearts; let their talents and acquirements 


be what they may; they ſhould - never be 


put forward in. fuch a. manner as 'to over- 
ſhadow and keep out. of fight thoſe feminine 
and proper requiſites, . which are-fitted to 


the domeſtic ſphere, and are indiſpentable 


qualifications for the tender and engaging 


duties of wife and - mother; they. are not 


born to awe and terrify.us into ;fubje&tion 


| by the flaſhes of their wit or the: triumphs. 


of their underſtanding :, their conqueſts are 
to. be effected. by: fofter approaches,, by 
a. - Rihatng delicacy. of thought,, by a 
Os5 - apicuy: 


of 


uh ——c ——_— Ad... 


298 THE OBSERVER. No. rrz. 
fimplicity - and modeſty of foul, which 
ſtamp a grace upon every thing they ac or 
utter. All this is compatible with every 
degree of excellence in ſcience or art; in. 
fact it is characteriſtic of ſuperior merit, and 
amongſt the many inſtances of ladies now 
hving, who have figured as authors or ar- 
_ tiſts, they are very few, who-are not. as 
_ conſpicuous for the natural grace of charac- 
ter as for talents; prattlers and pretenders | 
there-may be in abundance, who fortunately 
for the world do not annoy us any other- 
wiſe than by their loquacity and imperti- 

NENCE. "TArR: 
Our age and nation have juſt reaſon to be 
proud of the genius of our women ; the: 
advances they have made within a ſhort pe- 
nod are ſcarcely credible, and. I refle& upon 
them with ſurprize and pleaſure : It behoves 
every young man of faſhion now to look well 
to himſelf, and provide ſome fund of infor- 
mation and knowledge, before he commits 
himſelf to ſocieties, where the ſexes mix : 
Every thing that can awaken his ambition, 
or alarm his ſenſe of ſhame, call upon him 
for the exertions of ſtudy and the improve- 
ment of his underſtanding ;; and thus it 
| comes | 
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comes to paſs that the age grows more and 
more enlightened every day. | 

Away. then. with that ungenerous praiſe, 
which 1s layiuſhed upon times paſt for no 
other purpoſe than to degrade and'ſink the 
time preſent upon the compariſon! 


. Plus wetuſtis nam favet. 
Ixvidia mendax, Juam bonis praentibus, 


PyzDaus. 


b conſcientiouſly beheve the public hap- 
Pineſs of, this peaceful ra is not to be pa- 
ralleled. in our annals. A providential com- 
bination of events has conſpired to reſtore. our 
national dignity; -and "eſtabliſh, our 4nternal _ 
tranquillity, 1n a manner which no human 
foreſight could have pointed- out, and by 
means: which uo political fagacity could 
have provided. It 1s a great and fufficient 
praiſe to-thoſe, m whom the conduct of 
affairs 15 repoſed, that they have clearly ſeen 
and firmly ſeized the glorious opportunity. 
Let us, who profit by the bleſſing, give 
proof. that we are deſerving of it, by being 
cordially affeftioned towards one another, 
juſt and generous to all our fellow-creatures, 

ea and obedient to our God. 
| 9 6 | 
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4 DELISA, poſſeft of beauty, fortune; 
* rank, and. every elegant: accompliſh- 

ment,- that. genias and education could 

beſtow, was withal ſo unſupportably capri- 

cious, that ſhe ſeemed born to be.the.tor- 
ment of every heart, which ſuffered it{elf 


| to be attracted by her charms. "Though 
her coquetry was notorious-'to a proverb, 


fuch were her: allnrements, that very few; 
upon whom ſhe thought fit to. practiſe 


them, had ever found» reſolution to refit 


their power. 'Of all' the victims of \her 
vanity. Leander ſeemed - to be that over 
whom ſhe threw her chains with the greateſt 
air of triumph ;- he was indeed a:conqueſt - 


. to boaſt of, for he had long and' obſtinately 


defended his-heart, and for a" time: made as 


many repriſals upon- the tender paſſions of 
' her ſex: as ſhe raiſed contributions upon his-: 


Her better ſtar at- length prevailed ; ſhe 
beheld Leander at'her feet,. and though her 


_ victory was accompliſhed at. the expence of 
more tender glances, than ſhe had ever 
beſtowed EW the whole ſex collectively, 


yet 
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yet it was a victory, which only, piqued Ade- 


hia torrender his flavery the more intolerable 
for the trouble it had. coſt her to reduce ham 


to it. Aﬀer {he had. trifled with bim and 
tortured him in every way.that her ingenious 
malice could deviſe,, and;made. ſuch public 
diſplay of her. tyranny, as ſubjected. him 


to the ridicule: and contempt. of? all. the 


menz who. had+ envied his. ſucceſs, and 
every woman,.. who reſented- his. neglect, 


- Adelifa avowedly diſmiffed him.as an object 
which could no longer. furniſh ſport to her 
cruelty, and turned to - other purſuits, with 
-a kind of indifference. as. ta the. chaice. of 
them, which ſeemed to haye no other guide 
but mere caprice. . . 

Leander was not wanting to himſelf. in 
the- efforts he now made to. free himſelf 
from |her. chains; but it was in vain; the 
hand. of beauty; had wrapped them too 


cloſely about his heart, and love had. ri- 


 veted them too ſecurely. for reaſon,. pride, 
or even. the: ſtrongeſt ſtruggles of reſent- 
ment to- throw them, off; he continued to 
love,. to hate, .to execrate. and adore her, 
His firſt reſolution was to exile bimſelf from 


her Gght ; this was a meaſure of abſolute. 
 neceflity, | 
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neceſſity, for he was not yet recovered 
enough to abide the chance' of meeting: 
her; and he had neither ſpirits nor inclina- 
tion to ſtart a frefh attachment 'by. way. 
_ of experiment upon her jealouſy. Fortune 
I however befriended him in the very moment 
of deſpair,. for no ſooner was he out of her 
ſight,, than the, coquettiſh Adelifa found 
ſomething wanting, which had been to fa- 
miliar to her ;| that Leander, though de-. 
ſpiſed when poſfeſt, when loft was regret- 
ted, In yan fhe culled her numerous ad- | 
"mixers for ſome. one to replace him ; conti- 
nually - peeviſh -and; diſcontented, Adeliſa. 
became fo intolerable to her lovers, that 
there ſeemed to be a ſpirit conjuring up. 
amongſt them, which threatened her with 
a general deſertion. What was to be done ? 
Her danger was alarming, it was imminent : 
'She determined to recall Leander : She in- 
formed herſelf of his haunts, and threw 
herſelf in the. way of a rencontre ; but he 
avoided: her: Chance brought them to an 
Interview, . and ſhe began by rallying. tum 
for his apoſtacy : 'There was an anxiety under 
all this affeted pleaſantry, that ſhe could 
-not thoroughly conceal, and he did not. fail 
envi "R to 
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to diſcover : He inſtantly determined upon. 
_- the yery wiſeſt meaſure,. which deliberation 


could have formed ;; he combated her with. 


her- own weapons z -he put himſelf appa- 
rently fo much at his eaſe; and counterfeited 
his part fo well, as effeftually to- deceive 


her: ſhe had now a new taſk upon her hands, 
and the hardeſt as well as the moft hazard- 
ous ſhe had ever undertaken: She attempt- 
ed to throw lum off his guard by a pretended: 
pity for his paſt ſufferings, and a promiſe 
of- kinder uſage for the future: He denied; 
| that he had! fuffered: any thing, and affured'. 
her that he never failed'to be amuſed by her 

_ humours, which were. perfe&ly agreeable to: 


bm at all tmes,—* then 1t 1s plain,” re- 


plied ſhe, © that you. never thought-of me. 


«as £ wite; for ſuch humours: muſt be 
« infupportable to- a huſband.” —*« Pardon 


< me,” cried Leander, * if ever I ſhould be. 


« betrayed into the idle a& of marriage, 


« I muſt; be in one of thoſe-very humours 
<« myſelf: Defend me from the- dull uni- 


« formity of domeſtic life ! What can be 
« ſo infipid as the tame ſtrain of nuptial 
* harmony. everlaſtingly repeated? What- 


* ever other varieties I may then - debar | 
| "" "O9w 


E *% 
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« myſelf of, let 'me at leaſt find a variety 
«of whim in the woman I am to be fet- 
tered to.” —** Upon my word,” exclaimed 
 Adelifa, & you would almoſt perſuade: me 
_ © that we were deſtined for each other.” — 
This ſhe accompanied with one of thoſe 
looks, in which ſhe was moſt expert, and 
which was calculated at once to 1nſ{pire and 
to betray ſenſibility, : Leander, not yet fo 
certain of his obſervations as to confide in. 
them, ſeemed to receive this overture as a 
raillery, and affecting a laugh, replied—< I 
« do not tlunk it is. in the power of deſ- 
« tiny herſelf to determine either of us ; for 
« if you was for one moment in the humour 
« to promiſe yourſelf to me, I am certain 
< in the next you. would retract it ; and if 
& ] was fool enough to believe you, I ſhould 
«well deſerve to be puniſhed for my cre- 
_« dulity : Hymen will never yoak* us to 
« each other, nor to any body elſe; 3. but it 
« you are in the mund. to make a very 
< harmleſs experiment of - the. little faith I 
« put in all ſuch promiſes, here is my hand; 
'< *tis, fit the, propoſal ſhould ſpring from 
'< my quarter and -not your's; cloſe with-it 
& as ſoon as you pleaſe, and laugh at me as 
|  * muck 
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« much. as you pleaſe, if I vent one 'mur- 
« mur when you- break the bargain.” — 
« Well then,” faid- Adeliſa, © to puniſh 
« you for the ſaucineſs of your provoking 
« challenge, and to convince you that I do 
* not credit you for this pretended- indif- 
_ « ference to my treatment of - you, here is | 
« my hand, and with it my promiſe; and 
* now Igive you warning, that if ever I do 
-< keep it, 'twill be only from: the convie- 
< tion that I ſhall torment you more-by 
+« fulfilling it than by flying from it.”— 
« Fairly declared,” cried Leander, © and 
'« fince my word 1s pafſed, I'll ftand to it ; 
« but take notice, if I was not perfectly 
« ſecure of being jilted, F ſhould think 
« myſeif in a fair way to be the moſt egregt- 
© ous dupe in nature.” | 
this ſtrain of mutual raillery they' pro- 
ceeded to. ſettle the moſt ſerious buſineſs of 
their lives, and whilſt neither would ver- 
ture uporr a confeffion of their paſſion, 
each ſeemed to» rely upon the other for a 
. diſcovery of 1t. | They now broke up their 
conference in the gayeſt ſpirits. nnaginable, 
and Leander ON mg offered to make 
abett 
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a bett of half his fortune with Adelifa that 
ſhe did not ſtand to her engagement, at the 


ſame time naming a certain day as the pe- 


riod of its taking place. —* And what ſhall 


_ « ] gain,” faid ſhe, © in that caſe by half 
« your fortune, when I ſhall have a joint 
* thare. in poſleſſion of the whole ?'— 


« Talk not of fortune,” cried Leander, 


giving looſe to the rapture which he could 
no longer reſtrain," © my heart, my happt- 
neſs, my life itſelf is your's”—So ſaying he 
caught her in his arms, preffed- her gry 

in his embrace, and haftily departed. | 


No ſooner was he out of her fight chan 


he began to expoſtulate with himſelf upon 
this indiſcretion : 1n the ecſtaſy of one un- 


guarded moment he had biaſted all his 
ſchemes, and by expoſing his weaknels 


armed her with 'freſh engines. to torment 


him. In theſe refle&ions he paſſed the re- 


. mainder of the ni2ht ; z in vain he ſtrove 


to find ſome juſtification for his folly; he 


__ could not form his mind to belteve that the 
tender looks ſhe had. beſtowed upon him. 
were any other than an experiment upon his 


heart to throw him Tom his guard, and re- 
eflabliſls 
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eſtabliſh her tyranny. With theſe impreſ- 
fions he preſented himſelf at her door next 
morning, and -was immediately admitted z 
Adelifa was alone, and Leander ummedi- 
ately began by ſaying-to her—*© I am now 
* come to recelye at your hands the pu- 
* niſhment, which a man who cannot keep 
&« his own ſecret richly deſerves; I ſurrender 
«* myſelf to you, and I expe& you will ex-. 
_ *ert your utmoſt ingenuity in tormenting 
© me; only remember that you cannot give 
« a ſtab to my heart without wounding your | 
« own image, which envelopes every part, 
* and 1s too deeply impreſt for even your 
« cruelty totally to extirpate.”—At the 
concluſion of this ſpeech, Adelifa's counte- 
nance became ſerious ; ſhe fixt her eyes 
upon the floor, and, after a pauſe, without 
taking any notice of Leander, and as if ſhe 
had. been talking to herſelf 1n ſolloquy, re- 
peated in a murmuring tone—* Well, well, 
*2tis all over; but no matter.” —< For the 
© love of Heaven,” cried Leander in alarm, 
« what is all over ?”—* All that is moſt 
_ « delightful to woman,” ſhe replied ; * all 
_ * the luxury which the vanity of my ſex_ 
Bey « enjoys 
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* enjoys in tormenting your's : Oh Leander! 
* what charming proje&ts of revenge had 
«-I contrived to puniſh your pretended 1n- 
« difference, and 'depend upon it I. would 
« have executed ther to the utmoſt rigour 
« of the law of retahtation, had you- not in 
* one moment ditarmed me- of. my malice 
« bya fair confeſſion of your love.. Beheve 
«* me, Leander, I never was a coquette but 
« in.'{elf-defence; ſincerity 15. my natural 
« character;. but how ſhould: a woman of 
« any attractions be ſafe in ſuch a charaQter, 
- «© when the whole circle of faſhion: abounds 
<« with: artificial coxcombs, pretenders: to 
<« ſentiment and - profeffors of ſeduction ? 
« When the whole world is in arms againſt 
* tmmnocence,. what 1s to. become. of the 
* naked. children: of: nature, if' experience 
<« does not teach.them the. art of defence ? 
« If I have employed this art more particu- 
« larly againſt you than others, why have 1 
«.{o done, but becauſe I had more to appre- 
<-hend from your inſincerity: than any other 
.« perſon's, and proportioned my: detences 
« to my danger? Between ,,you, and : ne, 
*; *- Leander: it: has been, more A. conteſt of 
| © cunning. 
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« cunning than an affair of honour, and if 
*zyou call your own conduct into. fair re- 1 
<« view, truſt me you will find little reaſon 
* to complain of mine. Naturally diſpoſed 
& to favour your attentions more than any 
« other man's, 1t particularly behoved me 
« to guard myſelf againſt ' propenfities 
« at once ſo pleaſing and fo ſuſpicious. 
« Let this ſuffice in juſtification of what 1s 
© paſt; it now remains that -I ſhould ex- 
« plain to you the ſyſtem I have laid | 

 « down for the time to come: If ever I 
< aſſume the chara&er of a wite, 1 devote ' 
'< myſelf to all its duties; I bid farewell i! 
« at .once to all the vanities, the petu- 
<« Jancies, the coquetries of what is falſely [ 
« called a life of pleaſure; the whole.ſyſtem 

| 


«< muſt undergo a revolution, and be ad- . 
« miniſtered. upon other Principles and to 

<«, other .purpaſes: I know the world too [ 
« well to commit_ myſelf . to it, when I have - A 
« more than- my own conſcience to account | 

_ * to; when I have not only truths but the 
< ſirgilitudes of truths to ſtudy ; ſuſpicions, | | 
« jealoufies, appearances to provide againſt.; "7:44 
© when] am. no longer ſingly reſponſible, on = 
* the 


Fl 
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<* the ſcore of error, but of example : alfo : 
< It is not therefore in the public diſplay of 
« an affluent fortune, in dreſs, equipage, 
« entertainments, nor even in the fame of 
« ſplendid charities my pleaſures will be. 
* found; they will center in domeſtic occu- 
« pations; in cultivating nature and the 
<« ſons.of nature, jn benefiting the tenants 
« and labourers of the ſoil that ſupplies us 
* with the means of being ufeful ; in living 
« happily with my neighbours ; in availing 
«myſelf of thoſe numberleſs opportunities, 
* which a. reſidence in the country affords, 
.- © of relieving the untold diſtrefles of thoſe, ; 
« who ſuffer in ſecret, and are too humble 
& or perhaps too proud to aſk.” —Here the 
enraptured Leander could no longer keep 
filence, but breaking forth into tranſports 
of love and _ admiration, gave a turn to 
* the converſation, which is no otherwiſe in- 
tereſting to relate than as It proved the pre- 
laude to an union which ſpeedily 'took place,,.. 
and has made Leander and - Adeliſfa the 
fondeſt me” the RO _— in mY : 
land. 
From Adel ifa's example n os wil- VF 
| ungly 
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lingly eſtabliſh this concluſion, that the cha- 
racters of young unmarried women, who are 


objects of admiration, are not to be decided 


upon by the appearances, which they are 
oftentimes tempted to aſſume upon the plea 
of ſelf-defence : I would not be underſtood 
by this to recommend diſguiſe in any ſhape, 
or to juſtify thoſe who reſort to artifice 
upon 'the pretended neceflity - of the mea- 
ſ{ure; but I am thoroughly diſpoſed to be- 
lieve, that the triflings and diſſemblings of 
| the young and fair do not ſooften flow from 
the real levity of their natures, as they are 
thought to do : Thoſe 1n particular, whoſe 
fituation throws them into the vortex of 
the faſhion, have much that might be faid 
in palliation of appearances. Many co- 
quettes beſides Adeliſa have become admi- 
rable wives and mothers, and how very 


many more might have approved t hemſelves 


fuch, had they fallen into the hands of men 
of. worth, and good ſenſe, 1s a conjecture, 
which leads to the moſt melancholy reflec- 
' tions, There 1s. ſo little honorable love in 


the men of high life before marriage, and 


fo much. infidelity after it, that the huſ- 
hE-.-.. band 
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band 1s almoſt in every inſtance the corrupter 
of his wife. A woman (as ſhe is called) of 
the world is in many people's notions a pro- 
ſcribed animal, -a filly idea prevails that 
ſhe is to lead a buſband into -certain ruin 
and diſgrace : Parents in general ſeem 
agreed in exerting all - their influence and 
authority for keeping her - out of their 
families ; in place of .whom they frequently 
obtrude upon their ſons ſore raw and -in- 
experienced thing, whom they figure *to 


themſelves as a creature of perfe&t 1nno- 


cence and ſimplicity, a wife who may be 
niodelled to the wiſhes of her huſband, 


whoſe manners are untainted by the vices 


of the age, and on whoſe purity, fidelity 


| and affection he may repoſe his h ap pineſs 
for the reſt of his days. Alas ! how grofsly 


they misjudge their own true intereſts in 
the caſe: How dangerous 1s the ſituation of 


theſe children of the nurſery at their «firſt 


introduction into the. world ! "Fhoſe only 


_ who are unacquainted with-the deceitfulneſs 
of pleaſure can be thoroughly intoxicated by 


it ; it is the novelty which makes the dan- 


ger ; and ſurely it requires: infinitely -more 


Judgment, 
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judgment, ſtronger reſolutions and cloſer 
attentions to ſteer the condu& of a young 
wife without experience, than would ſerve 
to detach the woman of the world from 


frivolities ſhe 1s ſarfeited with, and by fix- 


ing her to your intereſts convert what you 
Have thought a diſſipated character into a 
domeſtic one. 

'The ſame remark applies to og men, 
of private education : you keep them in 
abſolute ſubjeCtion till they marry, and 
then in a moment' make them their own 
| maſters; from mere ' infancy you expect 
them to ſtep at once into perfect man- 
Hood : the motives for the experiment may 
be virtuous, but the effeCts of It will be 
_ fatal. 


I am'now approaching to the concluſion 


of this my fourth volume, and according to. 


my preſent purpoſe ſhall diſmiſs the O4- 


 fervers from any turther uy "OA reader 
_ Vor. IV. Stef 203" 
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and I are hereto part. A few words there- 
fore on {ſuch an occaſion I may be permitted 
to ſubjoin; I have done my beſt to merit 
his prote&tion, and as I have been favour- 
ably heard whilſt yet talking with him, I 
hope I ſhall not be unkindly remembered 
when I can ſpeak no! more;: I haye paſſed a 
life of many labours, and now being near it's 
end have little to boaſt but of an inherent 

good-will towards makind, which diſap- 
pointments, injuries and age itſelf, have not 
been able to diminiſh. It has been the chief 
aim of all my attempts to reconcile. and en- 
dear man to man: I love my country. and 


_ contemporaries to a degree of enthuſiaſm 
. that I am not ſure 1s perfectly defenſible; 


though to do them juſtice, each in their turns 
have taken ſome pains to cure me of my 
partiality. It 15 however one of theſe ſtub- 
born habits, which people are apt to excule 


in themſelves by calling it a ſecond nature, 
There 18a certain abiable lady in the world, 


in whoſe intereſts I have the tendereft con- 


cern, and whoſe virtues I contemplate 


with paternal pride; to her I have always 
wiſhed to dedicate theſe volumes ; ; but 
T4 when 
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when I conſider that ſuch a tribute cannot 
add an atom to her reputation, and that no 
form of words, which I can invent for the 
_ occaſion, would do juſtice to what paſles in 


my heart, I drop the undertaking and am _ 
ſilent. 


END OF THE FOURTH VOLUME, 
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